
A YEAR OF DISCOVERY 

     APRIL 2022  -    Resurrection parishioner James 

Wassmer has questions about God’s call for him. So he 

sought out the one place designed specifically to help him 

find answers — the House of Discernment on Sacred 

Heart’s campus. 

     In many ways, James’s life resembles that of a typical 

college student. He attends classes at the University of Southern Indiana to earn 

a degree in business administration and works a part-time job. At the end of the 

day, though, instead of returning to a dorm, apartment, or his parents’ house, 

James heads to the House of Discernment where he lives with, and learns 

alongside, four other young men who are also discerning their vocations.  

     “It has definitely strengthened my faith living here in this community with 

guys who are all trying to figure out the same thing: what we are called to do in our life,” James said. 

      In the summer of 2018, Bishop  Joseph M. Siegel opened the Father Deydier House of Discernment 

in the former rectory at Sacred Heart to help young men who hear the stirrings of a vocational call but 

are not sure just yet whether the Lord wants them to leave behind their studies, work, and the rest of 

their lives to enter seminary. It serves as an in-between step for these discerners.  

     After fighting a potential call to the priesthood, James decided he needed to listen to God and 

seriously explore the possibility of entering the seminary. He moved into the House of Discernment to 

help answer his questions and find clarity on his call from God. 

     “Every time I go to Mass and I’m watching the priest, I just think to myself, ‘this is what I want to 

do,’” James explained. “Right now, I want to be a priest, but I still have a long way to go in my 

formation as a man.” 

     The House of Discernment aims to help with that formation. House residents pray together daily in 

the House Chapel. Adoration, Mass, and Liturgy of the Hours make up that prayer time. Living with a 

priest offers House residents the opportunity to travel to parishioners’ homes, make hospital visits, 

serve many Masses, and ask questions about priestly life. Residents also meet weekly with House 

Director Fr. Tyler for a formation conference. Topics include prayer, theology, discernment, and more. 

     James particularly enjoys Monday evenings when Sacred Heart has its Mass for Vocations. 

     “Monday nights at Sacred Heart are really memorable,” James said. “We have dinner together, and 

then Adoration and Mass. It is a special evening.” 

     The best part of the House of Discernment, at 

least for James, might be the fraternity. The small 

house — with five rooms, a priest suite, and a lot of 

common spaces — facilitates daily interactions 

between residents, House Director Fr. Tyler, and 

many other young men who come and make 

themselves at home there.  

     “I think the most positive experience I’ve had is 

just being able to hang around the guys and Fr. 

Tyler,” James said. “Just doing stuff together has 

really been a blessing.  

     James said outside of their faith formation 

activities, the house residents spend a lot of time 

watching baseball together. They also have dinner 

together with some former house residents once a 

week. The residents and Fr. Tyler also enjoy many 
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From House Director Fr. Tyler: “The most 

significant ways someone might help the 

guys at the House include prayer, presence 

and promotion. More than 200 people gather 

every Monday Night at Sacred Heart Church 

for a ‘Holy Hour & Mass for Vocations’. 

Adoration begins at 6:30pm and Mass at 

7:30pm. All ages are welcome, and college 

students and young adults are showing up in 

incredible numbers. Please come and pray 

with us and for James and to be present with 

our community! Finally, think about the good 

women and men in your own life: your 

family, your school, your work, your parish. 

Who might make a great priest or 

consecrated sister? Have you told them? We 

have discernment groups for both guys and 

girls. Your voice might be the clearest one 

they hear in finding God's call in their lives.” 

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT VOCATIONS 

conversations with one another. 

     “It is really nice to have a priest living in the same   house as you to offer guidance and answer any 

questions about the faith or the priesthood,” James said. “It’s also good when a seminarian comes back 

to visit because we can ask questions about what the seminary is like as well.” 

     James will continue his learning and growth throughout the rest of the year, and when the year is 

up, he will be ready to make his next move with confidence: to seminary for more formation or back 

into the life he left before the house. Whatever God calls him to do, James will leave the House a 

different man.  

     “Every man who has lived here since we opened four years ago left a better Catholic and clearer on 

their vocation,” Fr. Tyler said. 


