
LIVING HIS CATHOLIC FAITH 

     How does Resurrection teen Owen Hollander live out his Catholic faith? The answer for him is quite 

simple. 

     “My favorite way to live out my faith is to be kind and accepting to everyone and just live out my life 

as a witness to my faith,” Owen said. “Nowadays, I believe there are many misconceptions and false 

presumptions surrounding Catholics and the Church in general, and the best way I can live out my faith 

is by attempting to be an example of Christ… I live my life as a Catholic, with Catholic morals, and have 

never been afraid to proclaim my faith. I’m nowhere close to perfect, but it’s not too difficult to live life 

as a generally good person, and I’m always trying to better myself as well.” 

     The Resurrection graduate and Signature School senior is Resurrection’s 2022 Maria Goretti Youth 

Distinction Award winner. This award recognizes adolescents for their outstanding contribution to the 

life, mission, and ministry provided to their family, parish, school, and community. 

     Resurrection theology teacher and director of youth ministry Joe Keith noted that Owen has always 

found ways to utilize his gifts for God.  

     “Owen lives out his faith by embracing his strengths,” Mr. Keith said. 

     Owen’s interest and excitement for technology and videography helped him become an integral part 

of Resurrection’s Audio/Visual ministry. He helped run the parish’s AV system during school Masses as a 

junior high student and Sunday Masses as a high school student. 

     As an 8th grader at Resurrection, Owen used his interest in videography to create a faith-related 

short film for a contest that challenged students to creatively express their faith. He wrote, directed, 

and edited the project, and starred in it alongside the late Fr. Phil. In this 3-minute video, a teen with a 

label that said “sin” on his forehead went to church. Fr. Phil removed the label through confession, thus 

washing away the teen’s sin during reconciliation.  

     “I find it funny to look back on that video in comparison to my skills now because the video was very 

roughly made,” Owen said. “However, that was, in some ways, my first big experiment with serious 

filmmaking, so it gave me an early experience in what I now want my career to be. I love being able to 

use my video skills for others and the church in order to showcase important messages to a wider 

audience in an accessible and stylish format. If I were to remake that 8th grade video now, I know I 

could make it much better, but it’s all part of the learning curve and figuring out how God wants me to 

use my passion.” 

     Mr. Keith also noted that Owen was a consistent and constant presence at Resurrection youth group 

events in the pre-COVID world, and is a driving force behind the new high school youth ministry being 
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offered at Resurrection. The new youth ministry, called Catholicism: Uncapped, focuses on giving teens 

a space to have deep discussions about faith.  

     “Owen’s natural inquisitive nature prompts him to ask questions, both big and small, and engage in 

the conversations around him,” Mr. Keith said. “His hunger for truth continues to help him seek out the 

rich treasures of his faith.” 

     Owen said discussions about faith and philosophy have always been important and interesting to 

him. Such discussions help him contextualize and express his own thoughts about his faith, while also 

giving him the opportunity to hear about the faith experiences of his peers. 

     Owen engages in these conversations both at youth group and at school. Owen noted that he has a 

diverse group of friends at Signature School, who come from all different backgrounds. 

     “We have stimulating discussions about the ‘whats’ and ‘whys’ of religion,” Owen said. “My peers 

are Muslim, Hindi, Atheist, etc., and we love to explore our own thoughts on God and faith. Those 

discussions allow me to strengthen my faith formation because they help me discover and understand 

my own perspectives and why I think the way I do.” 

     Mr. Keith added that as a leader and servant, Owen is marked by his intelligence and ability to 

communicate his needs and the needs of others.  

     “While a degree of this propensity comes with age, Owen has always been able to say what needs 

to be said,” Mr. Keith explained. “I have been particularly struck by his mature outlook on life and how 

he is bringing it to bear in both his dealings with school and his peers. I know it will serve him well no 

matter what lies ahead, as will his deep sense of self, rooted in faith. 

     Owen’s parents, Tim and Jennifer Hollander, have enjoyed watching their son learn and grow, while 

nurturing him and his God-given gifts. 

      “Anyone that meets Owen immediately recognizes his kindness, generosity, and welcoming 

nature,” his parents said. “We are blessed to have him as our son, but even more so to share him as a 

faithful servant to our community. We look forward to the gifts he has to share with others in the 

future.” 

     Owen is equally grateful for his parents, and the other faith influences in his life. 

     “My biggest faith influences are definitely my parents, my grandparents, and Mr. Keith,” Owen said. 

“They’ve always been such great examples of living the Catholic faith, and I really look up to them for 

that. They make me want to be a better and more introspective Catholic, so of course I’d like to thank 

all of them greatly.” 

     Owen plans to study filmmaking next year at the Savannah College of Art and Design.  

     Mr. Keith sad, “I look forward to the incredible witness Owen will continue to give in college and 

beyond.” 


