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Local News 
 

The Dating Project 

This is a movie for every single person (high school, college, young adult and their 

parents/grandparents).  You can see it on Thursday, January 10 at St. Isaac Jogues 

Church, 304 W 4th Street, Hinsdale, 7:00 pm in the Parish Center. 

50% of America is single.  The way people seek and find love has radically changed. The 

trends of hanging out, hooking up, texting and social media have created a dating 

deficit.  Dating is now….outdated.  Follow 5 single people, ages 18 to 40, as they navigate 

this new landscape. You can also purchase the DVD at Target, Walmart and on Amazon. To 

watch the trailer, go to https://www.thedatingprojectmovie.com/ 

Celebration of Life Mass 

On Sunday, January 13, 2019, you are invited to join us at the 11:00 am Mass 

celebrated by Bishop Conlon at the Cathedral of St. Raymond, 604 N. Raynor Ave., Joliet.  A 

reception will follow in the Commons. 

Submit Your Official Comment in Support of President Trump's 
Abortion Surcharge Transparency Rule  
President Trump issued the Abortion Surcharge Transparency Rule to ensure that taxpayers 

are no longer forced to unknowingly pay a hidden abortion surcharge in their Obamacare 

health plan. But before it can go into effect and start saving lives, it must undergo a 60-day 

public comment period. 

Now is the time for the Pro-Life Movement to take action and flood the Department of Health 

& Human Services (HHS) with comments expressing our support for President Trump's life-

saving new regulation. We've already drafted a comment for you to submit (feel free to add 

your own thoughts and make it your own!)   

Go to https://sba-list.quorum.us/campaign/17001/?utm_source=s2 
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Local News 
 
 

Rose Dinner before Chicago March for Life 

The Rose Dinner is the perfect opportunity for pro-lifers to come together to break bread and 

kick off the March for Life Chicago weekend on Saturday, January 12, at Petterino’s 

Restaurant, 150 North Dearborn Street, Chicago. The evening will feature a roundtable 

discussion between three dynamic women who are leaders in the pro-life movement: Jeanne 

Mancini, President of the National March for Life, Eva Muntean, Coordinator of the West Coast 

Walk for Life, and Dawn Fitzpatrick, President of March for Life Chicago who will MC and lead 

the conversation.  Tickets are $75 at www.speakoutillinois.com.  Social Hour is at 5:30 p.m. 

and Dinner at 7:00 p.m.  People come from the surrounding states for the Chicago March so 

there is also a chance to make new pro-life friends. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.speakoutillinois.com/
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Local News 

2019 Chicago March for Life 

 
For additional information, go to http://www.marchforlife-chicago.org/. 

 

2019 Chicago March for Life Bus Transportation 

Immaculate Conception Respect Life Ministry (134 Arthur St, Elmhurst) and  St. 

Petronille Church Choose Life! Ministry (420 Glenwood Ave, Glen Ellyn) are sponsoring 

bus trips on January 13th from 12:50 – 5:00 pm from their respective churches to Chicago 

for the 2019 Chicago March for Life at the Federal Plaza.  Costs are $15 per person and 

$40 per family.   To reserve your seat, go to https://lifemarchicelmhurst.eventbrite.com 

for Immaculate Conception (Contact Tess Hill with any questions at 630-732-1129 or 
t.hill@lwreedy.com) or go to stpetschurch.org home page for St. Petronille. 

http://www.marchforlife-chicago.org/
https://lifemarchicelmhurst.eventbrite.com/
https://lifemarchicelmhurst.eventbrite.com/
mailto:t.hill@lwreedy.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fstpetschurch.org&sa=D&ust=1544644477167000&usg=AFQjCNGi82GX_83DzDZvNwTqMVfdCuLUPg
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Local News 

9 Days for Life: January 14-22, 2019 

9 Days for Life is a multi-faceted novena for the respect and protection of every human life. 

Each day, a different intention is accompanied by a short reflection, suggested actions, and 

related information. 

Participants can receive the novena by downloading the free 9 Days for Life app, or by 

subscribing to daily emails or text messages. A printable version will also be made available 

online. Visit www.9daysforlife.com to sign up. 

 

Commemoration of Roe v Wade Anniversary and Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day 

On Tuesday, January 22nd, Immaculate Conception Parish (134 Arthur St. Elmhurst) will host 

an Evening of Prayer for the Protection of the Unborn and for an end to Human Trafficking.  

January 22nd is the 45th anniversary of the Roe v Wade Supreme Court Abortion Case, and 

January is National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month with January 11th 

being National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. The schedule is as follows: 

 

6:30 pm Pro-Life Rosary (Church) 

7:00 pm Sacrifice of the Holy Mass (Church) 

8:00 – 9:30 pm Human Trafficking: The Invisible Chains for 

Today (Agnesian Room) 

 

Sister Jean M. Okroi, IBVM is an educator and a presenter on Human Trafficking.  Her 

passion is to raise awareness of this evil.  In the past sixteen years, she has presented this new 

form of slavery to a variety of age groups.  She will open your eyes to what could be happening 

in your neighborhood or to what you would rather ignore. 

Human Trafficking is the most insidious and horrific crime of our age.  Those caught in its web 

by force, fraud or coercion are put into commercial sex and/or forced labor for one reason - 

GREED. It generates $150 billion worldwide annually. Trafficking of humans is the second 

largest criminal industry in the world and is the fastest growing industry exceeded only by the 

drug trade. This crime has gone unnoticed in big cities and small towns. And, we need to do 

something about it!   

All are invited. Please contact Mary Kay at mklivorsi@comcast.net with any questions or call 

(630) 279-5825. 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrRbs3_ORcpIrkVqzubmtiaM__XIFNV4Kl5kpw7_z5sinlZJiFkaz_M8R6iRG2lA-gbWPE1eTE1gn3uLWhcyG5DMGiPwNZD_WQTAfwykRg6mcovi5URARyvbsm84DJYZJJ54b3NzXK303n1WGGVRnInBFs7p8RcsTHam2Fidw-KI6uaY7-jrCA==&c=BQecaLS2fJPeVtwlppniqEy407l5A3Afe-wtInEjExTCsOojvdT-FA==&ch=0dZhgi5XUPKRd8RQA_HHKxIgTobXUJs0NZ8gZPEx-r7_uzuM3LZEWQ==
mailto:mklivorsi@comcast.net
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Local News 

 

St. Joseph Parish Overnight Vigil for Life 

 

Protest Planned Parenthood Roe Celebration & Fundraiser 

Planned Parenthood takes over 300,000 human lives each year by abortion.  Join me and let's 

oppose their 'celebration' of the human rights injustice known as Roe v Wade. 

WHEN: Thursday, Jan 17 5:30pm to 6:30pm 

WHERE: Morgan MFG, 401 N. Morgan St., Chicago, IL 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2162643797318791/ 

Lombard Pro-life Bridge: Saturday, 1/19 

This is near the anniversary of Roe v Wade and adds to the pro-life message that will be 

proclaimed nationally with the march in DC. 

FACEBOOK EVENT: https://www.facebook.com/events/2151037654956346/ 

DATE: January 19th 

TIME: 11am to 2pm 

ADDRESS: 500 Grove Ln, Lombard, IL 60148 

MAP: https://www.google.com/maps/place/500+Grove+Ln,+Lombard,+IL+60148/ 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2162643797318791/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2151037654956346/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/500+Grove+Ln,+Lombard,+IL+60148/
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Local News 

 

St. Isidore’s Pro-Life Action Ministry (PLAM)Prays at Abortuary 

On first Saturday of each month, PLAM prays from 9–10 am on public sidewalk at 

Advantage Clinic, 205 E. Irving Park Rd., Wood Dale. 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at Immaculate Conception 

Every fourth Thursday from 7:00 to 8:00 pm (except in November and January) 

at Immaculate Conception Church (134 Arthur St., Elmhurst), come for Rosary for 

Life and Benediction. 

Pro-Life Rosary at St. Mary Gostyn Cemetery 

Every first Monday 7:00 to 8:00 pm at St Mary of Gostyn Cemetery, Downers 

Grove. 

Pro-Life Rosary at St. Raphael’s 

Every Monday at 7:00 pm in the chapel of St. Raphael in Naperville. 

Pro-Life Rosary/Mass for Life at Corpus Christ 

Every Tuesday from 8 am to 9 am at Corpus Christi Church (1415 W. Lies Rd., 

Carol Stream), a Rosary is said at 8 am and a Mass for Life at 8:30 am. 

Rosary for Life at St. John the Baptist 

Every Tuesday from 7 to 8 am at St. John the Baptist Church in Winfield. 

Rosary for Life at Sts. Peter & Paul 

Every Wednesday from 8:00 to 9:30 am at Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, 36 N. 

Ellsworth St., Naperville.  Rosary is recited after 8 am Mass. 

Rosary for Life at St. Jude’s 

Every Wednesday from 7 to 8 pm in Church Day Chapel at St. Jude’s, 241 E. 

Second St., New Lenox 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at Assumption 

Every Thursday from 9 am to 10 am at Assumption Catholic Church (South 

Kankakee Street, Coal City) in the Eucharistic Chapel. 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at St Bernard’s 

Every Friday from 10 am to 11 am at St. Bernard Parish, 13030 W. 143rd St., 

Homer Glen.  Fir more information, contact Bill Jacobs at 708-301-8005. 
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Local News 

Respect Life Holy Hour at Sacred Heart 

Join us on the first Friday of each month, from 7:30 to 8:30 pm for a Respect Life 

Holy Hour at Sacred Heart Church (114 S. Elizabeth St., Lombard), including rosary, 

spiritual meditation, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and a pro-life update.  For 

additional information, call 630-627-0687. 

Holy Hour with Adoration, Benediction and Rosary at Christ the 

King 

Every second Saturday from 7 pm to 8 pm at Christ the King Parish, 1501 S. Main 

St., Lombard. 

Pro-Life Rosary at St. Joan of Arc 

Every first Saturday after the 8:15 Mass at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 820 Division St, 

Lisle.  

Reparation Holy Hour at St. Jude’s 

Every first Saturday from 9 am, Holy Hour is held at St. Jude’s Parish, 2212 

McDonough St., Joliet.   After the Holy Hour: Depart from St. Jude's by van to pray at 

Planned Parenthood in Aurora. Sponsored by the Respect Life Committees of St. 

Raymond, St. Paul and St. Jude's. Contact Beth Hansen at (815) 725-1890 for more 

information. 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at St. Patrick’s 

Every second Saturday from 8 am to 9 am, Holy Hour is held in St. Bridget Chapel of 

St. Patrick’s Church (710 West Marion St., Joliet).  

Pro-Life Rosary at Holy Trinity 

On the last Saturday of each month from 8:15 to 9:15 am at Holy Trinity Church, 

South Cass Avenue, Westmont.  Coffee, donuts, fellowship, and sharing follows in the 

Holy Family Hall. Contact Daria Skrzypczynski at (630) 910-7135. 

Rosary for Life at St. Jude’s 

Every Saturday from 8 to 9 am at the Tabernacle of St. Jude’s Parish, 241 E. Second 

St., New Lenox 

Hope & Healing 

Given the fact of over 50 million abortions in our country since Roe v. Wade, we all know 

someone who has been affected by abortion--whether we realize it or not. If you know 

someone who needs Hope and Healing, pass along the following website address: 

http://hopeafterabortion.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hopeafterabortion.com/
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Local News 

Pro-Life Rosary/Mass for Life at Corpus Christ 

Every Tuesday from 8 am to 9 am at Corpus Christi Church (1415 W. Lies Rd., Carol Stream), a 

Rosary is said at 8 am and a Mass for Life at 8:30 am. 

Rosary for Life at St. John the Baptist 

Every Tuesday from 7 to 8 am at St. John the Baptist Church in Winfield. 

Rosary for Life at Sts. Peter & Paul 

Every Wednesday from 8:00 to 9:30 am at Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, 36 N. Ellsworth St., 

Naperville.  Rosary is recited after 8 am Mass. 

Rosary for Life at St. Jude’s  

Every Wednesday from 7 to 8 pm in Church Day Chapel at St. Jude’s, 241 E. Second St., New 

Lenox 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at Assumption  

Every Thursday from 9 am to 10 am at Assumption Catholic Church (South Kankakee Street, Coal 

City) in the Eucharistic Chapel. 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at Holy Ghost 

Every Thursday from 7 to 8 pm at Holy Ghost Parish (254 N Wood Dale, Wood Dale). Knights of 
Columbus, Council of Catholic Women, and the Joliet Diocese Pro-Life Ministry sponsor an opportunity 
for parishioners to join in life-saving prayers and to pray the Rosary. Pro-Lifers are convinced that with 
God's help, through the intercession of the Mother of God, the civilization of life will prevail and every 
effort will be made to defend human life, especially the small and vulnerable. Fr. Kevin Farrell will 
preside. There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Please contact Pat & Frank Rice at (630) 
250-0768, with any questions. 

Pro-Life Holy Hour at St Bernard’s 

Every Friday from 10 am to 11 am at St. Bernard Parish, 13030 W. 143rd St., Homer Glen.  Fir 

more information, contact Bill Jacobs at 708-301-8005. 

Adoration for Life at St. Isidore’s 

Every first Friday from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at St. Isidore Church, West Army Trail Road, 

Bloomington. 

 

Local News 

 

40 Days for Life 

The campaign will run from Wednesday, September 28th to Sunday, November 6th. The 40 

Days for Life campaign is a community-based campaign that draws attention to the evil of abortion 

through the use of a three-point program: Prayer and fasting, Peaceful vigil, and Community 

outreach. Volunteers are needed to pray at Abortion Clinics in the Diocese of Joliet.  

 

 
 

Aurora: Planned Parenthood 

3051 East New York Street 

Contact: Katherine Woltering 

40daysaurora@gmail.com 

. 

    Downers Grove: Access Health Center 

    1700 75th Street 

    Contact: Bob, Caron, & Kim 

    40DaysDG@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Additional locations include Chicago and Orland Park.  See https://40daysforlife.com/ 

 

White Mass 

All Health Care Professionals are cordially invited to celebrate the White Mass and receive a special 

blessing from Bishop Conlon on Sunday, October 9th, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at the 

Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus, 604 N. Raynor Ave., Joliet.  The White Mass celebrates 

“The Guardians and Servants of Human Life.”  Physicians, nurses, health care providers, along with 

their families and friends, are invited.  At 10:30 am, there will be a Rosary with special intentions for 

Health Care Professionals and the Mass will follow at 11:00 am.  Refreshments will follow in the 

Commons.  RSVP to Respect Life Ministry at (815) 221-6251 or at prolife@dioceseofjoliet.org.  RSVP 

is suggested but not required to attend.  

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat  

On Friday, October 14th at 6:00 pm to Sunday, October 16th at 2:00 pm, at Our Lady of the 

Angels House of Prayer, 13280 Main Street, Lemont. Rachel's Vineyard Retreats offer a 

beautiful opportunity for healing to any woman or man who has struggled with emotional or spiritual 

pain of abortion. For additional information please call Kay at 1-866-994-4483. 

 

 

 

Local News 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe – Missionary Home Visitation Program for Life 

 

 

 

December 12th, the feast day of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, celebrated the 487th anniversary of 

the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary as Our 

Lady of Guadalupe to a humble native American 

convert, St. Juan Diego, in 1531 at Tepeyac, a 

hill near Mexico City.  She left for us an image of 

herself imprinted miraculously on Juan’s cactus 

fiber cloak (tilma), which shows no sign of decay 

after 487 years and defies all scientific 

explanations of its origin. Our Lady’s image led 

to the conversion of nine million natives within a 

decade and ended forever the practice of human 

sacrifice to the native Aztec gods. 
 

In Blessed John Paul II’s encyclical, The Gospel of Life, Our Lady of Guadalupe is the bright 

dawn of the new world and Mother of the living to whom we entrust the cause of life.  We 

need to pray to Our Lady for the conversion of our country and the world from the culture of 

death.  

If you would be interested in hosting the Missionary Image of Our Lady for one week in your 

home, please contact Mary Kay at 630-279-5825 or at mklivorsi@comcast.net.  The 

only requirement to host Our Lady is to pray the rosary daily or some other prayer, 

preferably said with family members. 

The Missionary Image will travel from home to home along with a 69 minute video Our Lady 

of Guadalupe - Mother of Hope and books of prayers for adults and children.  The video is a 

stirring documentary that tells in complete detail the history of the appearance of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe in Mexico in 1531, the role of Blessed John Paul II in promoting Our Lady to 

end abortion and to evangelize America, and the miracles that have occurred through the 

resence of Our Lady’s image. 

 

 

 

mailto:40daysaurora@gmail.com
mailto:40DaysDG@gmail.com
https://40daysforlife.com/
mailto:prolife@dioceseofjoliet.org
mailto:mklivorsi@comcast.net
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A call to pray for President Trump – Michael L. Brown 

 

 

December 19, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – Whether you love President Trump or loathe him, if you call yourself 

a Christian, this appeal is for you. All of us, regardless of our background or voting preference, are called 

to pray for those in authority (see 1 Timothy 2:1-4). Now is the perfect time to pray. 

We all know that the President is a very strong man, whether you call him stubborn or courageous, 

bullheaded or brave. Either way, he is as tough as they come. 

How many others could take on the media the way he does, day and night? 

Again, this is true regardless of whose side you’re on, regardless of whether you think it’s fake news or 

true news. Either way, the man is bombarded virtually 24/7. 

Some of us get discouraged when one person unfriends us on Facebook or a stranger posts an unkind 

word about us on Instagram. How would we handle the kind of pressure Trump is under? 

How many others could stand up to constant attacks the way he does, only to fight back with more 

intensity the next time around? 

How many others could face down powerful world leaders on a regular basis like Trump? (To say it again, 

this holds true whether or not you like his style, his approach, his message, or his goals. I’m just speaking 

of his toughness.) 

The man is a fighter like few others, and if anyone has a forehead of steel, it is Donald Trump, for better 

or for worse. 

But he is only human, and the attacks are coming from every side. The endless Mueller investigation 

continues. Trump’s longtime personal lawyer has turned against him. His finances are under investigation. 

His past sex life is under scrutiny. And on and on it goes. 

The incoming House of Representatives is stacked against him. They’re talking impeachment. More 

investigations. Stalling of his agenda. 

This kind of pressure is suffocating, and it can’t be easy for anyone to endure, however tough he may be. 

And every day there is more speculation. Will he serve out his term? Will he go to jail? 

On the one hand, we’ve heard this all before. In fact, it’s the same song we’ve been hearing for the last 

two years, just to a different tune. 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://townhall.com/columnists/evansayet/2017/07/13/he-fights-n2354580
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In the past, it was this: Trump is losing his mind. Trump is melting down. Trump’s White House is falling 

apart. Trump will not make it much longer. Trump is paralyzed. Trump is unable to lead. Trump won’t 

make it much longer. 

Yet here we are (and here he is), two years into his administration, still with a majority in the Senate (a 

slightly stronger one now), still with a number of major agenda items accomplished, still with a lot more in 

the tank, still with a lot of support. 

My personal sense (and I don’t say this prophetically or with any claim to inside information) is that he 

hasn’t accomplished his mission yet and that this storm, too, will pass. In other words, with all his flaws 

and shortcomings, he is a man with a divinely-appointed mission, and he has more work still to do. (For 

my full perspective, see here.) 

You might feel very different about this. You might feel he’s made a mess of things. You may actually 

want him out of office today. 

Still, if you call yourself a Christian, you’re called to pray for the President, which also includes praying for 

God’s very best in his life. 

An evangelical friend shared with me a prophetic word he had heard several years before Donald Trump 

planned to run for the White House. As it was related to me, Trump would enter the White House as a 

non-praying man but would become a praying man in the White House. 

Honestly, I don’t know how any president could survive without prayer. The pressures are so intense. Life 

and death decisions come your way every week. You have the fate of millions of people in your hands. 

And as the leader of the world’s most powerful nation, your decisions can affect billions. 

If there’s a financial crisis, people blame you. If soldiers die in battle, the blood is on your hands. If a 

scapegoat needs to be found, your name is on it. If there’s a school shooting, it’s because you didn’t do 

more. If racial tensions rise, you’re responsible. 

Who can live under pressure like this? 

Just the sarcastic, caricatured depictions of political cartoonists are enough to destroy self-esteem. And 

that’s just the fun part. The daily onslaught through hostile media, watched and read and streamed and 

downloaded by hundreds of millions of people, doesn’t take weekends or holidays off. 

This kind of pressure drives a man (or woman) to his (or her) knees. 

So, how should we pray for the president? We can certainly pray that God will not let anything happen to 

him until he finishes his course, however long that course is. We could pray that for any president in 

office, asking the Lord for His best plan for their presidency. 

But along with that, we can pray that God would give the president a heart to seek Him, a heart to lean on 

Him, a heart to pray. 

He may be doing this already (I certainly hope so). He may be on his knees this very moment with a 

Christian friend or counselor or Cabinet member. 

But at times like this, times that can crush and destroy us, we need to learn to take refuge in the Lord, 

and we do that best through prayer. 

Since President Trump considers himself to be a Christian and since he certainly appreciates people 

praying for him, let’s pray this simple prayer. (I would welcome it for myself and have only the most 

positive, supportive intentions in posting this.). Let’s pray these words: “God, we pray that you would 

make Donald Trump a praying man!” 

 

 
 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/Donald-Trump-Not-Savior-Evangelical/dp/0768449936/ref=sr_1_1_twi_pap_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1545198295&sr=8-1&keywords=donald+trump+is+not+my+savior


12 

 

Let’s pray for persecuted Christians who celebrate Christmas with fear in 

trembling – Jonathon van Maren 
 

 
Shutterstock.com 

December 24, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – Nobody knows where Asia Bibi, the Pakistani Christian woman 

recently released from years on death row for “blaspheming” the Muslim religion, will spend Christmas. 

Her spokesman said only that it will be in a closed room in protective custody, to keep her safe from the 

mobs in Pakistan who have been baying for her blood since the nation’s supreme court acquitted her of 

the charges. Many Western nations that enjoy bragging about their love of human rights have refused to 

offer this beleaguered woman asylum from her tormentors. 

And it is not only Asia Bibi who will celebrate Christmas under the shadow of the persecutors.  

A widespread crackdown on Christians in Iran led to the arrests of over 100 Christians, with many of them 

arrested for “proselytizing” Muslims to Christianity, which is a crime in the Islamic Republic. Those 

arrested were ordered to detail their past religious activities and cut contact with any Christian groups 

they might be involved in. Christianity has existed in Persia since shortly after the Crucifixion some 2,000 

years ago. Despite this, many Christians fled after the Islamic revolution of 1979. Some reports indicate, 

however, a rising rate of conversion to Christianity despite the obstacles.  

In China, police officers in some cities are apparently being given quotas for how many Christians they 

need to arrest. Open Doors, an organization that tracks the persecution of Christians around the world, 

noted that police officers could lose their jobs if they do not imprison the required number of Christians. 

This comes in the wake of a massive nation-wide crackdown which began with the arrests of the 

leadership of a prominent evangelical house church, with apartments being surrounded and entire families 

dragged off to jail. Chinese Christians are promising to stand firm in the face of this persecution.  

In Egypt, some have been trying to draw attention to a silent epidemic for years: The systematic 

kidnapping of Christian girls by Muslims. Girls are pulled off the streets, held in captivity, sexually 

assaulted, and told they must convert to Islam. Violence is used to break their will: One young Coptic 

Christian girl from Minya was kidnapped by five Muslim men, forcibly stripped naked, and filmed. The 

kidnappers threatened to make the video public if she did not convert to Islam and marry one of them. 

Christians in Egypt keep a close eye on their daughters, and try to ensure that they never travel alone. 

The authorities rarely bother to assist those families who are robbed of their daughters. 

http://lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/asia-bibis-christmas-will-be-in-a-closed-room-british-spokesman
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/police-in-china-given-quotas-for-arrests-of-christians/
https://world.wng.org/2018/12/chinese_police_raid_prominent_house_church
https://themediaproject.org/news/2018/12/11/egypts-silent-epidemic-of-kidnapped-christian-girls
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/09/egypt-ex-kidnapper-admits-get-paid-every-copt-christian-girl-bring/


13 

 

In Nigeria, the massacre of Christians by Fulani radicals has continued. Hundreds have been killed in the 

past several months in an ongoing humanitarian crisis that has been largely ignored by the world, with 

men, women, and children being hacked to death with machetes in what many in the press are simply 

writing off as a tribal conflict over farmland. Christian girls have also been kidnapped by terrorist groups 

such as Boko Haram, and one fifteen-year-old schoolgirl named Leah Sharibu remains in captivity because 

she refuses to convert to Islam.  

Around the world, Christians will celebrate the birth of Christ while fearing for their families and for their 

lives. They will pray for safety for their daughters, the release of their friends, and the protection of their 

communities. When I was asked to write a Christmas reflection, it was these headlines that my mind 

immediately went to, because it seems some days as if the world is on fire and Christians are the primary 

victims being thrust into the flames.  

Reading these stories should give Western Christians a valuable sense of perspective. As secular jihadis 

continue their holy war against all those who will not bend the knee to their new sexual orthodoxies, it 

often feels as if persecution is only just around the corner. Christians are demonized if they admit they 

still hold the beliefs that Christians have held for 2,000 years. Christian adoption agencies are being shut 

down, businesses are being hounded out of existence, and mockery and blasphemy are the norm for 

Western elites rather than the exception. And yet, compared to the physical persecution experienced by 

Christians around the world, the West is still a haven for those who wish to celebrate Christmas this year. 

The Lord Jesus came into the world as a despised and rejected man of sorrows, as I heard again at a 

performance of Handel’s Messiah this Advent season. Almost as soon as His existence was made known to 

the authorities, Herod sent men to have Him murdered. Around the world today, the spiritual descendants 

of Herod still send their minions to persecute those who bear the name of the Saviour who was born over 

2,000 years ago in Bethlehem. They will celebrate His birth with joy mixed with fear and trembling. 

Spare a thought and a prayer for them as you sit in church this Christmas season.  

 
What we can learn from the beauty of Christmas carols – William Kilpatrick 

 

 

December 21, 2018 (Turning Point Project) – One of the perpetual complaints against Christianity is that it 

is a life-denying, puritanical system. In the Victorian era, poet Algernon Swinburne referred to Christ as 

the "pale Galilean" from whose breath "the world has grown grey." In our own time, films and television 

shows such as The Handmaid's Tale portray Christians as robotic control freaks. Meanwhile, elite 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/this-muslim-group-is-raping-killing-and-torturing-nigerian-christians.-and
https://thebridgehead.ca/2018/11/05/christian-persecution-asia-bibi-is-trapped-in-pakistan-and-a-kidnapped-nigerian-teenage-girl-still-refuses-to-deny-her-faith/
https://turningpointproject.com/life-lessons-from-christmas-carols-2/
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/swinburne/hymn.html
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commentators contend that the only reason Christians oppose same-sex "marriage" and transgendered 

toddlers is that they are full of hate. 

One way to rebut the charge is to point to the fact that traditional Christmas carols – the ones that retell 

the central Christian story – are generally full of joy and gladness. They are decidedly not "grey" or "life-

denying." What, exactly, one might ask, are the life-denying elements in Joy to the World and Ding Dong! 

Merrily on High? 

But before getting to the carols, it's instructive to note that Christianity's two main competitors for the 

souls of men – secularism and Islam – actually are on the grey and grim side of the continuum. That's 

easy enough to see in Islam. With its burqas, alcohol ban, and rigid rules of behavior, Islam actually is a 

puritanical religion. But so, in its own way, is secularism. Today's universities, which are almost totally 

controlled by secularists, have elaborate behavior and speech codes which effectively take the spontaneity 

out of relationships and even out of simple conversation. You have to tread carefully in the secular world 

because it is seeded with hidden booby traps. Try reciting one of Swinburne's poems to a group of fellow 

student and you might end up in diversity hell. You never know what will offend the new puritans until it's 

too late. 

Christians are supposedly life-denying, but Islam and secularism are patently cultures of death. Again, this 

is more obvious in Islam. Jihadists like to say that they will win out over non-Muslims because "you love 

life, but we love death." But, in many senses, secularism is also a death cult. Although secularists aren't 

generally keen on martyring themselves, they don't have any principled objection to sacrificing babies 

(through abortion) and old people (euthanasia) in order to make life more convenient for themselves. And 

this dismissive attitude toward human life has gained wide acceptance. In a photo taken when they still 

looked like choir boys, the Beatles posed with the dismembered parts of life-like baby dolls for the album 

cover Yesterday and Today. 

For a supposedly life-affirming philosophy, secularism tends to have a distinct apathy toward new life, and 

toward marriage, which is the usual way of bringing new life into the world. Hollywood, which is 

secularism's dream weaver, is far more interested in babes than in babies. 

Islam frowns on abortion, but not for the same reason as Christians. There is no well-developed theology 

of the value and dignity of each human life in Islam. Instead, Islam seems to have a more utilitarian view 

of life. One can't help forming the impression that for many Muslim leaders, raising babies is just another 

way of raising an army. 

At first glance, Islamic attitudes toward women seem poles apart from Western secular views, but on 

closer inspection the Islamic view of women is not that far removed from the Hollywood view that women 

are little more than sex objects. The difference is that Islam conditions Muslim men to prefer babes in 

paradise to babes on earth. Some are so well-conditioned in this respect that they are quite happy to 

exchange earthly wife and kids for heavenly maidens should the occasion present itself. In any event, the 

exalted view of women and motherhood that one finds in the Christian carols is largely missing from both 

Islam and secularism. 

Degraded views of life and death, birth, and babies come from a low estimate of human value. Christmas 

is a celebration of that moment of enlightenment when the full value of human life became apparent. In 

retrospect, it was far more enlightening than the European Enlightenment which arrived 18 centuries later 

and which would have been impossible except for the light provided by the first. 

The Incarnation revealed God to man, but also, as St. John Paul II observed, it revealed man to himself. 

The birth of Christ revealed that the worth of men and women was far greater than anything that had 

hitherto been presumed. The birth of Christ also put family life in a whole new light. God entered the 

world not as a full-grown autonomous individual, but as a member of a family. 

The birth of Christ changed everything. It added layer upon layer of meaning to the human condition. 

Human life was of inestimable value. Death was no longer to be feared because this child was born to 

vanquish death and open the way to life everlasting. That life, moreover, was to be more than the 

pleasant continuation of this life envisaged by some pagan religions, and, later, by Islam. It was a new 

kind of life – one that transforms us into the likeness of Christ, and makes us worthy of communion with 

God. 
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The wonder of all this is difficult to grasp intellectually. Indeed, the birth of any child seems miraculous. 

And no amount of biological science comes close to explaining it. When one considers that the particular 

child who was born on Christmas day in Bethlehem set the planets in motion, the miracle is compounded 

beyond all understanding. 

The proper response to the miracle of Christmas is a mix of wonder and joy. And few things convey that 

mix as effectively as the traditional Christmas carols: 

Come let us surround him 

On this magic night 

Gather here around him 

Wondrous Babe of Light. 

That's from Sing We Now of Christmas. Those who know the tune will agree, I think, that the words and 

music were made for each other. We find the same thing in almost all of the traditional Christmas carols. 

The harmony between heaven and earth that the birth of Jesus brought is matched by a rare harmony of 

music and lyrics. Indeed, the lyrics to Pat-A-Pan make that very point: 

God and man today become 

More in tune than fife and drum 

So be merry while you play, 

Sing and dance this Christmas Day 

Christmas carols also give us a glimpse of our heavenly destiny. Take these lyrics from Good Christian 

Men, Rejoice: 

Good Christian men, rejoice 

With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss; 

Joy! Joy! 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has oped the heav'nly door 

And man is blessed evermore. 

"Endless bliss"? Blessed evermore"? But what kind of creature are we that we are meant for endless bliss? 

If we are honest, we think as Scrooge did (in that other Christmas Carol), "I don't deserve to be so 

happy." 

Well, in our present condition, most of us don't deserve it. The good news is that we "are being changed 

into his likeness from one degree of glory to another" (2 Co 3: 18) so that we become "a new creation" (2 

Co 5:17). In the words of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Christ was 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth 

The savior's birth makes possible a second birth by which we become a new and transformed self. But this 

concept of being born again is alien to Christianity's main competitors for the souls of men. Secular man is 

taught to have self-esteem. He thinks he's fine just the way he is, and the suggestion that he needs a new 

self is highly offensive to him. Besides, his spiritual needs are already fulfilled by regular yoga and 

meditation. Islam is not particularly interested in spiritual transformation either. In Islam, death signifies a 

transformation of one's circumstances, but not a transformation of one's self. You can end up in paradise 

(Allah willing) and remain essentially the same person you were on earth, lustful desires and all. Indeed, 

the surest way to get to paradise is to commit what, from a Christian perspective, are grave and even 

soul-destroying sins. 

In both Christianity and Islam, heaven is viewed as a better place. But for Christians it is a better place 

because it is filled with better people – far better than they were on earth because they have died to their 

sins and risen to a new sinless existence. Consider this verse from As with Gladness, Men of Old: 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin's alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 
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This view of man, cleansed from his sins and gloriously transformed is remarkably different from the low 

estimate of man presented by secularism on the one hand, and Islam on the other. In the secular view, 

man's final destiny is to dissolve into the dust and take his place among the other particles on the periodic 

table of elements. To which the normal human response is, "Is that all?" 

Islam seems to promise more, but it does not solve the problem of what C.S Lewis called the "inconsolable 

longing." Suicide bombers tend to be on the young side, because it eventually dawns on even the dullest 

mind that endless copulation with Islam's version of the Stepford Wives will not bring infinite fulfillment. 

Men and women are meant for more. The proper response both to Islam's otherworld enticements and to 

secularism's bleak view of human destiny is the same: "Is that all there is?" Bach's Jesu, Joy of Man's 

Desiring comes much closer to naming our deepest aspiration: 

Jesu, joy of man's desiring 

Holy wisdom, love most bright. 

Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring, 

Soar to uncreated light. 

The irony is that Christianity in the West is losing souls to secularism on the one hand, and Islam, on the 

other, even though both are essentially joyless belief systems. In America, increasing numbers are opting 

for atheism, agnosticism, or simply, "no belief." Meanwhile, according to several observers, Europe may 

be in the process of exchanging Christianity for Islam. 

Whether you trade Christianity for Islam or exchange it for secularist "no belief," it's a bad deal either 

way. It's as though someone offered you a quarter in exchange for the ten-dollar bill in your wallet. The 

uncanny thing is that so many have fallen for these bad bargains. 

Just compare Islam's hymns and carols to the Christian ones. What's that you say? There are no hymns 

and carols in Islam? Oh, yes, I'd almost forgotten. Muhammad wasn't keen on music. "Allah," he said, 

"commanded me to do away with musical instruments, flutes, strings, crucifixes, and the affair of the pre-

Islamic period of ignorance." Islam's rules for dhimmis (conquered non-Muslims), which are still in force 

today, also forbid Christians to ring bells or clang cymbals. Of course, there is the chanted Islamic call to 

prayer. Barack Obama said it was the sweetest sound he ever heard, but to most non-Muslims it seems 

quite a bit more ominous than sweet. 

Islam's puritanism even extends to humor. As the Ayatollah Khomeini once said, "There are no jokes in 

Islam. There is no humor in Islam." Islam, in essence, is like Scrooge before his encounter with the three 

ghosts. He chases carolers away and he has no sense of humor. Once he catches the spirit of Christmas, 

however, he becomes deliriously happy, dances a jig, and is transported by the peal of church bells. 

Scrooge's story of redemption is aptly titled "A Christmas Carol." 

Of course, secular society does have music and jokes, but many of the jokes are not funny, and much of 

the music is so bad that one begins to sympathize with the idea of banning it. Islam under sharia law is a 

pretty grim affair, but in its attempts to take Christ out of Christmas and out of almost every other area of 

life, secular society has become increasingly grey. Traditional family ties have been shattered, abortions 

are counted in the millions, joyless promiscuity has become the norm, and tens of millions fall victim to 

depression, drug dependency, violence, and suicide. 

Secularism doesn't offer any way out of our society's downward spiral, but Christianity does. Christ did 

admonish us, however, that we can't enter the kingdom of heaven unless we become as little children. 

Christmas carols are one way of recovering the awe and wonder that children have in the presence of the 

Most High: 

Come let us surround him 

On this magic night 

Gather here around him 

Wondrous Babe of light 

Sing we Noel! 

The King is born, Noel! 

Sing we now of Christmas 

Sing we here, Noel! 

https://www.amazon.com/Reliance-Traveller-Classic-Manual-Islamic/dp/0915957728#reader_0915957728
https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Allah-Khomeini-Islamic-Revolution/dp/091756104X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1513716272&sr=1-1&keywords=taheri%2C+the+spirit+of+Islam
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This article originally appeared in the December 22, 2017 edition of Crisis. It is published here with 

permission from the Turning Point Project. 

 
How Trump brought Christmas back to America – Pete Baklinski 

 

 
President Trump and first lady Melania Trump participate in the 95th annual national Christmas tree lighting ceremony held by the 
National Park Service on the Ellipse near the White House on November 30, 2017 in Washington, D.C. Al Drago-Pool/Getty Images 

December 24, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – President Donald Trump was introduced by Interior Secretary Ryan 

Zinke at the 2018 lighting of the National Christmas Tree as the “man who brought Christmas back to 

America.” 

It’s a big claim to make. Can it possibly be true?  

Left-leaning media often like to take advantage of claims like this, mocking those who try to cast Trump 

as if he were the lead role in “Ernest Saves Christmas,” as Vanity Fair put it.  

When Trump campaigned in 2016 on the promise that America was going to start saying “Merry 

Christmas” again, his critics accurately pointed out with video evidence that Obama had never actually 

stopped saying “Merry Christmas.” 

When, after Trump’s inauguration, conservatives began celebrating what they saw as the new president’s 

overthrowing of the “War on Christmas,” they were soundly mocked for thinking there had been a war in 

the first place.  

This leads to the big question: Did Christmas really leave America under Obama and his administration? 

Has Trump really brought Christmas “back”? 

The only way to go about answering this question is to compare how the two presidents have 

commemorated Christmas. There are no better examples of this than the presidential addresses at the 

National Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremonies and the annual White House Christmas Cards. What 

messages about Christmas have Obama and Trump conveyed on these occasions?  

Obama’s National Christmas Tree Lighting addresses 

Barack Obama gave his first address at the lighting of the National Christmas Tree in 2009.  

He did indeed say “Merry Christmas” at the beginning and end of his address, a phrase he included in all 

of his future tree lighting addresses. When speaking in particular about why Americans celebrate 

https://www.crisismagazine.com/2017/life-lessons-christmas-carols
https://turningpointproject.com/life-lessons-from-christmas-carols-2/
http://lifesitenews.com/
https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2018/11/donald-trump-christmas-tree-lighting-2018
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1601/18/ath.02.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6d7mTRaUmaE
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2016/12/thanks-to-trump-its-safe-to-say-merry-christmas-again.html?gtm=top&gtm=bottom
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-200900968/pdf/DCPD-200900968.pdf
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Christmas, he highlighted the “story of a child born far from home to parents guided only by faith.” This 

child would grow up, he said, to “ultimately spread a message that has endured for more than 2,000 

years, that no matter who we are or where we are from, we are each called to love one another as brother 

and sister.” 

While these are pleasant sounding words, they do not capture what Christmas is essentially about. What is 

Christmas essentially about? The angels said it best to the shepherds with their “tidings of great joy,” as 

recorded in the Gospel of Luke (2:11): “For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord.” 

The keyword here is “savior.”  

Christianity holds that mankind needs to be saved from sin and its consequence, eternal death. Jesus, the 

God who became man, is the one who saves. This is the “good news” the angels tell the shepherds. And 

since men and women today are still sinners who need a savior, this good news is as relevant today as it 

was 2018 years ago. This why Christians around the world continue to celebrate Christmas and will do so 

until the end of the world.  

So, getting back to what Obama said in his first Christmas address as president, from a Christian 

perspective, he basically botched the whole affair. He failed to speak about what Christmas is really about. 

Not only did he not say the word “savior,” but he also failed to say the words “Jesus” or “Christ.” 

Obama failed, moreover, to quote from Scripture during his entire address, a trend he continued for the 

following seven addresses that he delivered at this event.  

In 2010, he basically repeated the theme of 2009, mentioning a “child” born “far from home.” This time, 

however, he noted that this child was to “spread a simple message of love and redemption to every 

human being around the world.” While this mention of “redemption” is more on target in reference to 

Christmas, there’s still no mention of Savior, Jesus, or Christ. In 2011, Obama added a little more detail, 

mentioning the “stable” and “Christ’s birth” that “made the angels rejoice and attracted shepherds and 

kings from afar.” The child “grew up to become a leader with a servant’s heart who taught us a message 

as simple as it is powerful: that we should love God, and love our neighbor as ourselves.”  

In other words, the “child” grows up to be a great moral teacher with a powerful message, but certainly 

not a “savior.” Obama’s conception of the mission of this child, the reason he was born, is vastly different 

from what Christianity holds.  

In 2012, Obama praised “Christ” for teaching that “it is truly more blessed to give than to receive.” No 

mention of him being a savior. In 2013, Obama praised Nelson Mandela as a “man who championed that 

generosity of spirit.” He did not mention Jesus by name. He again mentioned the “birth of a child” in a 

“stable” who “assumed a mighty voice, teaching us lessons of compassion and charity that have lasted 

more than two millennia.” He again portrays Christ as some great moral teacher, but there’s no mention 

of him as a savior.  

More of the same in 2014 and 2015. He mentions the birth of a “singular child” who would “grow up to 

live a life of humility, and kindness, and compassion; who traveled with a message of empathy and 

understanding.” “Jesus” is mentioned once in Obama’s 2015 address as a man who taught moral “lessons” 

that are the “bedrock values of all faiths.” In other words, for Obama, there’s nothing really unique in 

Christ’s message: it’s just that this man we’re celebrating happens to have practiced what he preached 

more than others.  

In 2016, his last year of giving the address, Obama finally mentions the phrase “birth of our Savior.” But, 

he uses the title “Savior” in a meaningless way, saying that the main “message that this child brought to 

this Earth some 2,000 years ago” is not one of salvation, but one of “love,” “unity,” “decency,” and 

“hope.” 

Trump’s National Christmas Tree Lighting addresses 

Donald Trump gave his first address at the lighting of the National Christmas Tree in 2017.  

He began and ended his address, as Obama did in his tree lighting addresses, by wishing everyone a 

“Merry Christmas.” But the similarities between the two messages stop here.   

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2010/12/09/remarks-president-lighting-national-christmas-tree
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/01/remarks-president-lighting-national-christmas-tree
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2012/12/06/remarks-president-national-christmas-tree-lighting
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/12/06/remarks-president-lighting-national-christmas-tree
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/12/04/remarks-president-national-christmas-tree-lighting-ceremony
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/12/04/remarks-president-lighting-national-christmas-tree
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/12/03/remarks-president-lighting-national-christmas-tree
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/jesus-birth-changed-the-course-of-human-history-trumps-extraordinary-2017-c
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Trump called Christmas a “Holy season” where Christians celebrate the “birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” Unlike Obama, Trump managed to mention in one sentence in his first address the words “Savior” 

and “Jesus” and “Christ.”  

Trump goes on, praising Jesus who “forever changed the course of human history.”  

Whatever our beliefs, we know that the birth of Jesus Christ and the story of this incredible life 

forever changed the course of human history. There’s hardly an aspect of our lives today that his 

life has not touched: art, music, culture, law, and our respect for the sacred dignity of every person 

everywhere in the world.  

Each and every year at Christmas time we recognize that the real spirit of Christmas is not what 

we have, it's about who we are – each one of us is a child of God. 

That is the true source of joy this time of the year.  

That is what makes every Christmas ‘merry.’  

Trump hits a key truth of the Christian faith here, namely that it’s because of the birth of Jesus Christ that 

people can become adopted sons and daughters of God, which, indeed, is the source of not only Christmas 

joy, but any form of Christian joy.  

Trump’s remarks here suggest that he accurately understands what Christmas is essentially about and 

why Christians celebrate it. Jesus is not simply the great moral leader, as Obama portrayed him to be, but 

a “Savior” who connects mankind with God and who has “forever” changed the world.  

In his 2018 address, Trump returned to his theme of Christmas being a “sacred season” because of the 

birth of “Jesus Christ.” This year, he quoted a large passage of Scripture, something Obama never did in 

his entire eight years of addresses at this same event.  

It is worth quoting Trump at length.  

For Christians all across our nation, around the world, this is a sacred season that begins 2,000 

years ago when Jesus Christ was born.   

An angel declared to the shepherds tending their flocks, “Behold, I bring you good tidings, great 

joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is a born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord.” (Applause.)   

There in Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph held in their hands the Son of God; the light of the world; 

and, through Him, the promise of eternal salvation. 

Trump makes it clear that Christmas is the celebration of Jesus Christ as the “son of God” who is the “light 

of the world” and who brings “eternal salvation.” Again, this is essentially what Christmas is all about.  

So, how does Obama’s treatment of Christmas in his tree lighting addresses compare with Trump’s? For 

Obama, Christmas is about honoring a great moral “leader” who brings a message of peace and love that 

everyone can understand and should imitate.  

For Trump, Christmas is about celebrating the “savior” of the world who offers “eternal salvation” and who 

reveals to men and women their true dignity, namely, that each is called to be a “child of God.”  

Whose message is more Christian and thus more on target regarding what Christmas is all about? In this 

case, clearly Trump is the winner.   

Has Trump brought back the true meaning of Christmas to America as witnessed in his Christmas tree 

lighting addresses? The answer is a definitive “yes.”  

White House Christmas Cards 

The Obamas never used the word “Christmas” on any of their eight Christmas cards from 2009 to 

2016. In 2009, the Obamas’ Christmas card said “Season’s Greetings.” During other years, the cards 

frequently used the word “holiday.” 

“During their first year in the executive mansion, the President and First Lady Michelle Obama’s selection 

of their White House Christmas card caused some controversy in that there was no mention of the word 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-national-christmas-tree-lighting-ceremony/
http://www.businessinsider.com/white-house-christmas-cards-through-the-years-2016-12/#orge-w-bush-2008-60
https://rollingout.com/2016/12/18/obama-christmas-cards-years/#13
https://rollingout.com/2016/12/18/obama-christmas-cards-years/#13
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‘Christmas’ anywhere on the front or inside of their card,” states the website White House Christmas 

Cards. 

There was also no printing of a biblical passage on the Obama cards, as there was on White House 

Christmas cards for each year sent out by George W. and Laura Bush, continues the site.   

The Trump family’s first presidential Christmas card said “Merry Christmas” in swirling gold letters. And, 

for this year's greeting card, the Trumps replicated the same greeting, wishing everyone a “Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.”  

The fact that Obama’s cards never once mentioned the word “Christmas” while Trump’s have mentioned 

the word twice in two years strongly suggests that Trump is, in fact, bringing something back to America 

that was shoved aside in the previous administration.  

On top of the Christmas tree lighting addresses and the Christmas Cards, there’s also the White House 

Christmas decorations that are indicative of how Trump has brought Christmas back to America.  

The Obama administration, according to the New York Times, considered in 2009 whether to have a “non-

religious” Christmas at the White House, which included a thought of whether to display the official White 

House nativity crèche. In the end, tradition won out, and the crèche was placed in its usual spot and 

continued to be a part of Obama’s White House Christmas for the rest of his time in office.  

This is in stark contrast to Christmas at the White House under Trump where the crèche has been 

prominently featured in promotional videos about the White House Christmas decorations both years (here 

and here). There was no question regarding whether or not the crèche had been put on display (such 

questions arose during Obama’s time in office) because it was prominently featured in the videos.  

‘Reason for the season’ 

In the end, I think Secretary Zinke is right that Trump is the “man who brought Christmas back to 

America.”  

And what kind of Christmas did he bring back? It’s a real Christmas that’s centered on Our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who’s the “reason for the season,” as the jingle goes.  

There are many people who are skeptical about Trump’s Christian faith, calling into question his supposed 

conversion that allegedly happened not too long before his jump into politics.  

Trump himself is aware of the skepticism: “I think people are shocked when they find out that I am 

Christian, that I am a religious person,” he wrote in Great Again, which was published during the 2016 

presidential campaign. “They see me with all the surroundings of wealth, so they sometimes don’t 

associate that with being religious. That’s not accurate,” he added.  

No matter what one might think of Trump with all his flaws and failings, it must be said of him, in the 

words of Charles Dickens speaking of the converted Scrooge in A Christmas Carol, that he “knew how to 

keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge.” 

For Trump, keeping “Christmas well” comes across in his Christmas Tree lighting addresses and his 

Christmas Cards.  

Keeping Christmas well – “May that be truly said of us, and all of us!” writes Dickens.  

Yes, indeed. And may Christians far and wide boldly throw off political correctness and wish everyone a 

“Merry Christmas,” telling everyone that it's Jesus who put the “Christ” in Christmas. 

And may we all be like Tiny Tim, and wish God’s blessings on everyone during this holy season: “God 

bless us, Every one!” 

A merry and holy Christmas to you and yours! 

From your Associate Editor at LifeSiteNews, Pete Baklinski  

 
 

https://www.whitehousechristmascards.com/barack-obama-2009-present/barack-obama/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-6431001/White-House-unveils-new-annual-card-Christmas-Booklet-ahead-festive-season.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/06/fashion/06desiree.html
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/no-nativity-scenes-white-house/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-white-house-displays-stunning-nativity-set-with-baby-jesus
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/melania-trumps-white-house-christmas-decorations-include-gorgeous-18th-cent
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Again-How-Crippled-America/dp/1501138006
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Kids saved from abortion thank Trump for pro-life policies with letter campaign 

– Claire Chretien 
 

 
shutterstock.com 

December 13, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – Stanton Healthcare, a Boise, Idaho-based pro-life women’s clinic 

with affiliates across the country and internationally, announced today that it will bring letters from 

children across the United States to President Trump thanking him for implementing pro-life policies. 

“During the 2019 March for Life and Roe v. Wade memorial in Washington, D.C., Stanton Healthcare is 

bringing young children to our nation’s capital whose lives have been saved from abortion,” said Brandi 

Swindell, Stanton’s Founder and CEO. “They will not be coming alone, however. They will be bringing 

thank you letters and cards to President Trump from children all across America thanking our President for 

his courageous stand for life and working to end abortion. Suddenly, abortion is no longer a political issue 

but an issue involving real children and their futures.” 

The group believes this initiative, called “Thank U Mr. President,” will “change the narrative on abortion in 

our nation,” its website says. 

“Our hope is to have a face-to-face (meeting) with President Trump and Vice President Pence” so that the 

children saved from abortion can hand-deliver the letters to him, Stanton board member Rev. Patrick 

Mahoney told LifeSiteNews in an exclusive interview. 

“We constantly hear from pro-choice activists ‘(motherhood) will ruin your life,’” said Mahoney. “And now 

we have these mothers with their children – who are in high school, who are productive – their lives are 

not ruined. They’re celebrating their children. And I actually think that these children are perhaps the 

greatest witness toward overturning Roe.” 

These children show “that abortion in America is not fundamentally political or judicial, but it’s personal ... 

we wanna thank this administration for standing for life and start to have these children begin to speak.” 

Children whose lives were not threatened by abortion, but who are still grateful to the Trump 

administration for adopting numerous pro-life policies, may still join the letter-writing campaign by 

sending Stanton letters or cards to be delivered to the president. 

The pro-life policies President Trump has implemented include reinstating and expanding a ban on foreign 

aid to groups that commit or promote abortion; disqualifying groups that commit or promote abortions 

from receiving Title X family planning funds; overturning an Obama regulation that barred states from 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://stanton-project.squarespace.com/
https://stanton-project.squarespace.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-trump-signs-law-preventing-states-from-being-forced-to-fund-planne
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defunding Planned Parenthood, and issuing rules protecting Americans from being forced to subsidize 

abortion in government-mandated health insurance plans. 

He has also appointed pro-life judges, including now-Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch, to various 

courts. 

In 2017, Trump tweeted his support for Charlie Gard, an infant in the United Kingdom whose doctors were 

trying to remove him from life support against his parents’ wishes. 

“If we can help little #CharlieGard, as per our friends in the U.K. and the Pope, we would be delighted to 

do so,” the president wrote. 

A judge eventually ruled against allowing Charlie to live, even though his parents had raised more than 

$1.5 million to transfer him to the United States for experimental treatment for the rare mitochondrial 

disease from which he suffered. 

Pence welcomed Charlie’s parents to the White House later that year, expressing his condolences for what 

happened to their son. 

Mahoney said they were inspired to start collecting letters from children after a nine-year-old named 

Paulina wrote a letter to Stanton supporters thanking them for sustaining the ministry that saved her life. 

“The mother felt coerced,” Mahoney explained. “The biological father brought physical pressure to her to 

get the abortion.” 

With Stanton’s help, though, the mom chose life. Now, Paulina has a “beautiful life.” 

“She’s taking violin, she’s learning two languages, she’s speaking Chinese.” 

Paulina and many other children were saved by the pro-life movement’s “compassionate acts of justice, 

mercy, and love, and we think it’s time their voice is heard,” said Mahoney. 

“We believe these precious children will remind our nation what is really at stake through abortion and 

offer a positive way forward toward ending abortion and offering hope and healing to women who find 

themselves in unexpected pregnancies,” said Swindell. 

More information about the campaign can be found at ThankUMrPresident.com. 

Letters from children can be submitted online or mailed to: 

Stanton Healthcare 

3684 N Harbor Lane 

Boise, ID 83703 

Any child, regardless of whether he or she was once threatened by abortion, can send President Trump a 

letter thanking him for defending life. Christian schools, Sunday school classes, and youth groups are 

encouraged to participate. The deadline for submitting a letter through the mail is January 10. The 

deadline for submitting a thank-you note online is January 15. 

 

What science tells us about baby Jesus’ 9-month development inside Mary’s 
womb – Noah Diekemper 

December 20, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – A few years ago I was helping a friend and her family re-organize 

their personal library and came across a book titled “A Child is Born.” I asked innocently if it belonged in 

the Christmas section. The answer was an emphatic no, as I was informed that the photograph-driven 

bestseller about a baby’s development in the womb was not, in fact, a retelling of Christ’s Nativity.  

Even so, I realized that Christ’s development in Mary’s womb was something that could be better 

understood by our more detailed knowledge of the natural world. After all, if it is sensible to say with 

generations of logic students that, “All men are mortal; Socrates is a man; therefore, Socrates is mortal,” 

then it seems rational to apply newfound knowledge about embryology to the infant Jesus.  

 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-admin-issues-rules-protecting-conscience-rights-against-abortion-cont
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-wants-to-save-baby-forced-off-life-support-against-parents-wishes
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/mike-pence-it-was-an-honor-to-host-charlie-gards-parents-at-the-white-house
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/mike-pence-it-was-an-honor-to-host-charlie-gards-parents-at-the-white-house
http://thankumrpresident.com/
http://thankumrpresident.com/
http://lifesitenews.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Child-Born-Completely-Revised/dp/B001D9CIBG/ref=pd_sim_14_5?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B001D9CIBG&pd_rd_r=3e1fac90-f5bc-11e8-800e-99381bd78eaf&pd_rd_w=JHilL&pd_rd_wg=JXCPI&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=18bb0b78-4200-49b9-ac91-f141d61a1780&pf_rd_r=PMQTDVHP095MJ7SG7HEP&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=PMQTDVHP095MJ7SG7HEP
https://www.amazon.com/Child-Born-Completely-Revised/dp/B001D9CIBG/ref=pd_sim_14_5?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B001D9CIBG&pd_rd_r=3e1fac90-f5bc-11e8-800e-99381bd78eaf&pd_rd_w=JHilL&pd_rd_wg=JXCPI&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=18bb0b78-4200-49b9-ac91-f141d61a1780&pf_rd_r=PMQTDVHP095MJ7SG7HEP&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=PMQTDVHP095MJ7SG7HEP
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3D ultrasound of preborn baby. Shutterstock.com 

Beginning at the beginning, then, we can confidently say that Jesus became “incarnate,” literally “took on 

flesh,” about nine months before that distressing night outside the Bethlehem inn. (None of the gospels 

specifies that it was an exactly nine-month pregnancy, though there is no particular reason to believe that 

it deviated from that human norm.) 

Dr. Keith L. Moore’s 2011 textbook Human Embryology states: “Human development is a continuous 

process that begins when an oocyte (ovum) from a female is fertilized by a sperm (spermatozoon) from a 

male.” The Encyclopedia Britannica’s article on pregnancy puts it this way: “A new individual is created 

when the elements of a potent sperm merge with those of a fertile ovum, or egg.” That fertilized oocyte, 

called at that earliest stage of development a zygote, is how Jesus began his life on earth, what Christians 

call the mystery of the “Incarnation,” when the "Word became flesh."  

Now, here are two ways of interpreting “The Holy Spirit will come over you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God” (Luke 1:35 

ESV). One possibility is that after Mary's "Yes," God the Father could have implanted a spermatozoon into 

her fertile ovum, having formed the spermatozoon literally out of nothing, so that the now fertilized ovum 

(zygote) could implant in her womb. Another possibility is that he could have placed in Mary's womb a 

miraculously fashioned zygote to grow and develop in safety there. Either one would be at the same time 

a profound mystery as well as a short order for the one who began the world by creating everything from 

nothing, and for whom “all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26 ESV).  

So then, what can we confidently say about Jesus at those earliest moments of his earthly existence? At 

that first moment of conception, Jesus, like everyone at the dawn of his or her existence, had the 

information encoded in his DNA “sufficient to control the individual’s growth and development for an entire 

lifetime.” 

Jesus’ bodily development would have continued apace from then on. Eighteen days in and his heart 

would have been forming; around three weeks in and that heart would have begun pumping blood 

through his body—blood separate from Mary’s circulatory system and of whatever blood type he would 

have throughout his whole life on earth, a blood type that for all we know would have been different from 

his mother’s as son’s blood types often are.  

More body parts’ formations are noted by Randy Alcorn in his Pro-Life Answer to Pro-Choice Arguments: 

“By thirty-five days, mouth, ears, and nose are taking shape. At forty days the preborn child’s brain waves 

can be recorded . . . By forty-two days the skeleton is formed . . . By eight weeks hands and feet are 

almost perfectly formed, and fingerprints are developing . . . By twelve weeks the child is kicking, turning 

https://www.britannica.com/science/pregnancy
https://books.google.com/books?id=AJEEAQAAIAAJ&focus=searchwithinvolume&q=staggering
https://books.google.com/books?id=AJEEAQAAIAAJ&focus=searchwithinvolume&q=staggering
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his feet, curling and fanning his toes, making a fist, moving thumbs, bending wrists, and opening his 

mouth.”  

Albeit tangentially, it is worth remembering that when Mary announced her own pregnancy to her cousin 

Elizabeth, pregnant at the time with John the Baptist, the baby in Elizabeth's womb “leaped for joy” (Luke 

1:44 ESV). Note that we have zero a priori scientific basis for disbelieving a word of this: babies have 

been found to respond to emotional stimuli from their mothers in ways that suggest they are feeling those 

emotions themselves, including joy.  

Meanwhile, every component of the baby Jesus’ body is presently formed. “In the remaining six months in 

the womb nothing new develops or begins functioning. The child only grows and matures,” says Alcorn 

(emphasis original). And at the same time the baby is busy developing rationally. 

An article in Newsweek (coincidentally titled “Do You Hear What I Hear?”) stated, “With no hype at all, the 

fetus can rightly be called a marvel of cognition, consciousness and sentience.” The same article goes on 

to note that, “After 32 weeks, the fetus spends half its time in REM sleep, the brain state associated with 

dreaming.” What the infant Jesus could have been dreaming about is anyone’s guess. But that he was 

dreaming seems relatively clear.  

Similarly, even before birth, Jesus would have been listening and even responding to Mary’s speech 

(which was probably Aramaic). The above Newsweek column breaks down a study that tracked mothers 

reading stories to their children before birth and afterward and was, in the words of the researcher, “the 

first direct demonstration that human speech has a discernible effect on the fetus.”  

The specifics of Jesus’ growth inside Mary’s virgin womb could be continued, of course, from the double 

helix structure of his twenty-three chromosomes’ DNA to the contours of his brain waves (which, 

consistent with our earliest measurements, would have appeared by six weeks).  

These findings of modern science give us a more vivid window into what happened some two thousand 

years ago in Bethlehem and a greater appreciation for the miracle that is every pregnancy and every new 

human life.  

 
As the left encroaches, we must not lose hope in God – Lloyd Marcus 

December 19, 2018 (American Thinker) – Candidly, I have not written in a while because I've been in a 

funk. I caught Rabbi Jonathan Cahn on TV sharing devastating stats confirming that we (conservatives) 

have lost the culture war – the battle for the hearts and minds of America. 

New York City has legalized a "third gender" on birth certificates. Not that long ago, over 40 states passed 

resolutions supporting God's definition of marriage – between one man and one woman. According to the 

Public Religious Research Institute, a majority of Democrats, Republicans, blacks, whites, Latinos, 

Catholics, and white mainline Protestant denominations support so-called "marriage" between people of 

the same sex. The majority of evangelical Millennials support redefining marriage. 

Years ago, LGBTQ activists claimed that openly homosexual leaders admitted into the Boy Scouts had no 

intention to change the organization from its founding on Christian principles. As it turned out, first on the 

LGBTQ agenda was to remove "morally straight" from the Scout Oath.  

We are living in a pretty sick time when "morally straight" is deemed hateful and offensive. 

Recently, "Boy" has been removed from the name of the organization, changed to "Scouts BSA" to appeal 

to girls. The Girl Scouts are in a huff. They are suing the Boy Scouts because they feel that the Boy Scouts 

is now in competition with them for girls. The Girl Scouts has also been changed, infected with radical 

feminism – promoting transgenderism, lesbianism, and abortion. Girl Scouts of Western Washington 

returned a $100,000 donation, a fourth of its annual fundraising goal, because the donor requested that 

the gift not be used to support boys pretending to be girls. 

Leftists' war on sex includes absurdly claiming that having separate organizations for boys and girls is 

hateful and discriminatory. 

 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20527514-000-if-mum-is-happy-and-you-know-it-wave-your-fetal-arms/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20527514-000-if-mum-is-happy-and-you-know-it-wave-your-fetal-arms/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20527514-000-if-mum-is-happy-and-you-know-it-wave-your-fetal-arms/
https://www.newsweek.com/special-issue-how-kids-grow-do-you-hear-what-i-hear-204114
https://zondervanacademic.com/blog/what-language-did-jesus-speak/
http://www.biophysics.uwa.edu.au/acoustics/in_utero_sound/DeCasper1986.pdf
https://www.crossway.org/tracts/life-before-birth-2674/
https://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2018/12/as_for_me_and_my_house.html
https://bit.ly/2QUtlhM
https://nbcnews.to/2ri3mmD
https://bit.ly/2Bjr0Dl
https://read.bi/2RZarDJ
https://bit.ly/2GrvMEO
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Shutterstock.com 

The Bible says in the last days, man will seek to change nature, moving toward what is unnatural. We are 

seeing this happen. First, leftists claimed they desired only tolerance for the unnatural. Today, anyone 

who does not fully approve of the unnatural is high-tech executed. 

After 34 years, Disney World has canceled its annual Christian Music Festival. 

Six thousand to 10,000 churches close each year in America, over 100 per week.  

In Dover, Ohio, a Nativity scene and a Ten Commandments display were removed from public property 

after an atheist group complained. 

The new "Batwoman" TV series will feature the first lesbian superhero on television. 

"Whiteness Forum" seeks to ban the Christian cartoon Veggie Tales, claiming that it is racist.  

A Virginia middle school banned Christmas songs with "Jesus" from its "winter concert."  

Children seeking to transgender themselves has skyrocketed – 4,500 percent for girls and 1,250 percent 

for boys. My wife Mary alerted me to this horrifying truth. U.S. doctors are performing double 

mastectomies on healthy 13-year-old girls who think they want to be boys. Leftists have launched a war 

on sex that far too many Americans either have embraced or are afraid to talk about or push back 

against. 

Over the holidays, I will be celebrating with various family members. Many of them see nothing wrong 

with practically every TV show, movie, and commercial promoting homosexuality. If I dare mention the 

media blitz intended to normalize what the Bible says is wrong, I will be viewed as the crazy, intolerant, 

and hateful old patriarch who is out of touch with the times. 

After listening to Rabbi Cahn describe our nation's moral and cultural decline, I felt discouraged, 

heartbroken, and angry. Rabbi Cahn encouraged Christians to remain faithful, fighting and standing up for 

what is right. Still, I couldn't shake feeling why I should continue writing articles when a majority of 

Americans embrace leftists' evil agenda. 

Angrily, I questioned why stupid parents gleefully support drag queens reading LGBTQ stories to their 

children at libraries.  Any idiot can see that leftists are purposely sexing our kids as early as pre-school 

with homosexual Christmas children books like "Santa's Husband."  

In Austin, Texas teacher at a poverty-level school expressed her frustration. The students struggle with 

reading, writing, and math. And yet, the school principal made it top priority for teachers to instruct 

https://bit.ly/2Eyf0li
https://bit.ly/2BmFLW3
https://bit.ly/2QVKxmY
https://fxn.ws/2Bl4JVR
https://bit.ly/2UKrMSP
https://bit.ly/2GeZs7G
https://bit.ly/2CcOg7M
https://bit.ly/2CZTCFA
https://bit.ly/2CZTCFA
https://bit.ly/2SMDYkb
https://bit.ly/2BjShp7


26 

 

students to embrace all things LGBTQ. The frustrated teacher who sounded the alarm said she was tasked 

with explaining and presenting homosexuality in a positive light to pre-K four-year-olds.  

Frustrated, I asked God, why do the wicked prosper? Discouraged men of God in the Bible asked God the 

same question. God revealed to his faithful servants that the wicked prosper only for a season and will 

eventually receive their just reward (Psalm 73). 

God instructs, "Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight in the 

Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart" (Psalm 37:3-4). 

I repent from allowing myself to become discouraged, not trusting God. I will continue fighting back, 

standing up for what is right. Leftists are evil masters of deception, portraying themselves as all-powerful, 

winning everything. They are not. 

I cannot, nor do I desire to control others. "But, as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 

24:15). 

Lloyd Marcus, The Unhyphenated American 

Help Lloyd spread the Truth: http://bit.ly/2kZqmUk 

http://LloydMarcus.com 

Published with permission from the American Thinker. 

 

WATCH:  ‘We loved you louder’: Inspiring story of a mom whose baby healed 

the trauma of rape – Society for the Protection of Unborn Children 
 

 
Shutterstock.com 

December 11, 2018 (Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) – A mother who became pregnant 

after being violently raped has said that her son brought healing to their family in their darkest time. 

US speaker Jennifer Christie was speaking with her husband Jeff at the March For Life in Valetta on 

Sunday, organised by Life Network Foundation Malta.  

Hope after appalling attack 

Jennifer recounted how, while working away from home, she was violently assaulted on the way back to 

her hotel room. The attack left her with broken fingers and ribs, and the internal injuries were so severe 

https://bit.ly/2EwbWpU
http://bit.ly/2kZqmUk
http://lloydmarcus.com/
https://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2018/12/as_for_me_and_my_house.html
https://www.spuc.org.uk/news/news-stories/2018/december/mother-of-baby-conceived-in-rape-says-he-a-reminder-that-love-is-always-stronger
https://www.timesofmalta.com/mobile/articles/view/20181209/local/let-politicians-know-that-society-wants-to-protect-the-life-of-the.696354?fbclid=IwAR223zBpVNau1e9nGvAgxxLEHfOLQ8E9FRRgQ7jQWttrFjbKiV-DG0XkYBw
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she needed six major surgeries. She also suffered a bleed on the brain – which means she now has 

epilepsy. Six weeks later, she found out she was pregnant.  

Jennifer had been living in an "unrecognisable world" of "darkness and pain", but when she saw the baby's 

heartbeat on the ultrasound, "for the first time since I had been raped, I felt that life inside me 

again...that little flicker on the screen was to me hope and joy and light." 

Her husband Jeff was immediately supportive of her need to give birth to the baby, telling her: "this is a 

gift. This baby is something beautiful out of something so terrible and so painful." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbSwpixZGuc 

Challenging assumptions  

The Christies' testimony challenged the assumptions usually made about women who conceive babies 

through rape. Jennifer said: "People will tell you that a raped woman who conceives will feel rage and 

anger and disgust towards her baby, and I've spoken to hundreds and hundreds of women, and that is 

just not true." When Jeff is asked how he can bring up a "rapist's baby" as his own, he says: "My answer 

is, I don't know what it's like to raise a rapist's child. Because I'm raising our child, and he's been our child 

from the beginning." 

One of the main reasons people advise abortion for women in this awful situation is that the baby will be a 

reminder of the attack, and of the rapist. However, Jennifer says that no woman who has been raped is 

going to forget it, whether she has the baby or not. "When people ask me if he is a reminder, I tell them 

honestly...he is a reminder that good can come from evil, every time. He is a reminder that love is always 

stronger than hate. He is a reminder that love wins. He is a reminder that who we become as human 

beings is not determined by how we start." 

"We loved you louder." 

She said that when her son is older, they will tell him that he brought healing to the family. "We're going 

to tell him that there were all these people screaming at us that you should not be here, that you are a 

child from rape, that you do not deserve to be here. And those voices were loud, but we loved you 

louder." 

Speaking to press, Jennifer said that she was not there to judge women, but to tell those who suffer in the 

same way she did that "the path to healing and wholeness is not found through more violence and 

trauma." 

The large crowd gathered outside Parliament to hear the Christies included former Prime Minister 

Lawrence Gonzi. Life Network Foundation chairperson Miriam Sciberas said that the March was an ideal 

opportunity to let politicians know that society wanted to protect the life of the unborn, and that life 

started from conception. The powerful testimony of Jennifer and Jeff Christie is sure to inspire pro-lifers in 

Malta and across the world. 

Published with permission from the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children. 

 
Supreme Court declines to hear state defenses of defunding Planned 

Parenthood – Calvin Freiburger 

WASHINGTON, D.C., December 10, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – The United States Supreme Court will not hear 

Kansas and Louisiana’s appeals defending their efforts to cut off Medicaid funds to Planned Parenthood, 

effectively forcing taxpayer funding of abortion to continue and signaling similar pro-life efforts in other 

states will fail. 

Both states tried to disqualify the abortion giant from the program in response to the 2015 revelation that 

the organization was harvesting and selling the organs of aborted babies, but have been tied up in court 

by pro-abortion lawsuits. The Supreme Court was their last recourse, but on Monday the justices declined 

to take up the case, Reuters reports. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbSwpixZGuc
https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/woman-raising-baby-with-her-husband-which-was-result-of-violent-rape/?fbclid=IwAR1Ng6PIOHvoL7zpe2USDqod5dc2FcSyx8yf3roCZoeQgef0_sXNbMo5_Q0#.XA5_xSOATDQ.facebook
https://www.spuc.org.uk/news/news-stories/2018/december/mother-of-baby-conceived-in-rape-says-he-a-reminder-that-love-is-always-stronger
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/louisiana-spent-1-million-defending-against-pro-abortion-lawsuits
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/court-blocks-kansas-from-defunding-planned-parenthood
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-david-daleiden-appeals-suppression-of-pro-life-videos-to-supreme-c
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-court-plannedparenthood/u-s-top-court-rebuffs-state-bids-to-cut-planned-parenthood-funds-idUSKBN1O91PN
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Shutterstock.com 

It only takes the votes of four justices to hear a case, which most assumed would be a given with 

President Donald Trump having appointed two new justices to form what has widely been called a 5-4 

conservative majority. But only Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito, and Trump’s first nominee Neil 

Gorsuch voted to take the case. 

Chief Justice John Roberts and Trump’s second nominee Brett Kavanaugh "likely have serious objections" 

to how the case has been handled so far, CNN Supreme Court analyst Steve Vladeck surmised. "But such 

votes seem to be a signal that they would rather avoid contentious, high-profile disputes for now, at least 

where possible." 

That reasoning wasn’t good enough for Thomas, the court’s most conservative justice. 

“One of this Court’s primary functions is to resolve ‘important matter[s]’ on which the courts of appeals 

are ‘in conflict,’” he explained in a dissenting opinion joined by Alito and Gorsuch. The case “present[s] a 

conflict on a federal question with significant implications: whether Medicaid recipients have a private right 

of action to challenge a State’s determination of ‘qualified’ Medicaid providers [...] This question is 

important and recurring.” 

“Because of this Court’s inaction, patients in different States—even patients with the same providers—

have different rights to challenge their State’s provider decisions,” Thomas continued. “The question 

presented also affects the rights of the States,” which are dissaded from making policy decisions they 

believe to be in the public interest by threats of costly and complex lawsuits. 

“So what explains the Court’s refusal to do its job here?” Thomas asked. “I suspect it has something to do 

with the fact that some respondents in these cases are named ‘Planned Parenthood.’” Thomas found this 

“particularly troubling,” because the central questions of the case would not have affected the legality of 

abortion itself. 

“Some tenuous connection to a politically fraught issue does not justify abdicating our judicial duty. If 

anything, neutrally applying the law is all the more important when political issues are in the background,” 

Thomas argued, noting that the Founding Fathers gave Supreme Court justices lifetime tenure precisely so 

they could ignore such considerations entirely. 

“We are responsible for the confusion among the lower courts, and it is our job to fix it,” Thomas 

concluded. 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/10/politics/supreme-court-planned-parenthood-abortion/index.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/121018zor_f2ah.pdf
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“AUL is disappointed that the Court declined to hear argument in these cases, and we join the dissent in 

calling on the Court to ‘do its duty,’” Americans United for Life President Catherine Glenn Foster 

responded to the news. “But the good news is that there are other similar cases pending in lower courts, 

which may give the Supreme Court another opportunity to decide this important issue.” 

Roberts has disillusioned pro-lifers ever since he voted in 2012 and 2015 to uphold Obamacare using 

intensely controversial reasoning. Today’s announcement was also the first major abortion test of Trump’s 

appointees, both of whom were question marks on the issue during their confirmation hearings. 

Both Gorsuch and Kavanaugh refused to answer whether Roe v. Wade was rightly decided or whether they 

would vote to overturn it, instead saying it was entitled to respectful consideration as longstanding 

precedent. Pro-abortion Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine went so far as to endorse Kavanaugh in 

large part because she was confident he would uphold Roe. 

Nevertheless, most national pro-life organizations endorsed both nominees shortly after they were 

announced, with several leaders arguing their answers were diplomatically phrased to navigate a 

narrowly-divided Senate. 

 
Illinois AG finds dioceses failed to publicly identify hundreds of priests accused 

of abuse – Doug Mainwaring 
 

 
Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan Mark Bazer / Youtube screen grab 

ILLINOIS, December 20, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – As the Catholic Church in the United States continues to 

reel from allegations of decades of clergy sexual abuse and cover-up, the Illinois Attorney General has just 

released a report claiming that the state’s dioceses have grossly underreported to the public the number 

of priests accused of sexual predation. 

While Illinois’ six dioceses have publicly identified 185 priests, Attorney General (AG) Lisa Madigan’s initial 

investigation reports there have actually been 690 accused priests.  

The huge discrepancy is indicative of what the AG identifies as a failure of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB) to live up to its 2005 promise to make “survivor well-being” paramount in dealing with 

alleged clergy sexual abuse.   

https://aul.org/2018/12/10/supreme-court-declines-opportunity-to-determine-whether-states-can-defund-abortion-businesses-from-medicaid/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/justice-roberts-will-forever-wear-mantle-of-his-judicial-activist-obamacare
http://thefederalist.com/2015/06/25/the-supreme-court-on-the-rule-of-law-lol/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/pro-lifers-should-be-very-very-concerned-about-susan-collins-kavanaugh-spee
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/pro-lifers-should-be-very-very-concerned-about-susan-collins-kavanaugh-spee
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/what-kavanaugh-means-by-precedent-on-precedent-and-why-pro-lifers-shouldnt
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/pressroom/2018_12/Catholic_Church_Preliminary_FindingsUpdate121918.pdf
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Madigan explained that she was at first motivated to launch the investigation after Pennsylvania’s 

Attorney general published a bombshell grand jury report which chronicled decades of clergy sexual abuse 

against mostly seminarians and adolescent males. 

While the sweeping Pennsylvania report––two years in the making––consisted of 900 pages and identified 

300 priests, the 9 page Illinois report is preliminary in nature, and marks only the beginning of the state’s 

investigation.     

Since “the Church has too often ignored survivors of clergy sexual assault, I want to share the initial 

findings from our work,” Madigan said. “While the findings are preliminary, they demonstrate the need for 

and importance of continuing this investigation.” 

The AG said she wanted to publish her team’s initial findings at this time in order to provide a critical 

document for discussion in advance of the USCCB’s week-long retreat planned at Chicago Archdiocese’s 

Mundelein Seminary in January.   

“The preliminary stages of this investigation have already demonstrated that the Catholic Church cannot 

police itself,” Madigan said. “Allegations of sexual abuse of minors, even if they stem from conduct that 

occurred many years ago, cannot be treated as internal personnel matters.”  

“By choosing not to thoroughly investigate allegations, the Catholic Church has failed in its moral 

obligation to provide survivors, parishioners and the public a complete and accurate accounting of all 

sexually inappropriate behavior involving priests in Illinois,” said Madigan in a stunning rebuke. “The 

failure to investigate also means that the Catholic Church has never made an effort to determine whether 

the conduct of the accused priests was ignored or covered up by superiors.” 

“The Catholic church needs to prioritize survivors,” Madigan said in a telephone interview with the Chicago 

Tribune. “They can’t continue to prioritize criminal clergy or prioritize the preservation of their 

assets.  They have to follow their own charter and heal the survivors.” 

In addition to minimizing the scope of clergy sexual abuse of minors, the AG report claims that dioceses 

often disregarded survivors’allegations by either not investigating them, or finding reasons not to 

substantiate the allegations. 

The AG report found that the Illinois dioceses deemed 26% of the reports of alleged abuse as “credible” 

allegations, meaning 74% of the allegations were either not investigated, or were investigated but not 

substantiated by the Illinois Dioceses. Reasons for not investigating included the death or resignation of 

the accused clergy member or because the priest was a member of an order and not a diocesan priest. 

Other rationales included a lawsuit was filed; the survivor wanted to remain anonymous; a criminal 

investigation was opened; or the clergy member left the country. Yet the AG report claims that in many of 

these cases, “information and evidence related to the alleged abuse was readily available and easily 

confirmed.”   

Shockingly, the AG’s preliminary investigation found “a pattern emerged where the dioceses frequently 

failed to ‘substantiate’ an allegation when it came from only one survivor, even when the dioceses had 

reason to believe that survivor and reason to investigate further.”   

“The dioceses also often found reasons to discredit survivors’ stories of abuse by focusing on the 

survivors’ personal lives.” 

The AG report also zeroes in on the fact that the Illinois dioceses’ response to clergy sexual abuse is not 

uniform across the state and is often inadequate.  For example, some use the term “substantiated,” others 

use the term “credible,” and others use both. Differing terminology is confusing, making it difficult for the 

general public to draw conclusions, further frustrating the goals of transparency and accountability. 

Perhaps the most damning conclusion of the AG report is that the “dioceses’ investigatory processes often 

do not realize the Charter’s goal to prioritize survivor healing, particularly when conflicts of interest are 

present with respect to the Dioceses’ own interests and liabilities. 

McCarrick's victim of abuse speaks out 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pennsylvania-grand-jury-report-exposes-decades-of-clerical-sex-abuse-and-ch
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/majority-of-predator-priests-were-gay-and-abused-male-teens-pa-grand-jury-r
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/majority-of-predator-priests-were-gay-and-abused-male-teens-pa-grand-jury-r
http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/pressroom/2018_12/Catholic_Church_Preliminary_FindingsUpdate121918.pdf
https://usml.edu/mundelein-usccb-bishop-retreat-january/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-met-illinois-attorney-general-catholic-priest-abuse-20181219-story.html
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James Grein, who entered the national spotlight via The New York Times this summer, telling his story of 

sexual abuse by the man who baptized him, former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, told LifeSiteNews that 

he has been in touch with a senior member of the Illinois Attorney General’s staff. 

Grein, who was sexually abused in Chicago, understands the depth of criminality in that state. 

“I know there are deep troubles in Chicago,” said Grein, who believes that Chicago Cardinal Blase Cupich 

is “playing games,” supplying only information specifically asked for by the AG’s office.  “They need to 

know that somebody else knows.” 

“I was abused in Chicago by McCarrick and two other prominent people in the Church,” revealed 

Grein.  “They can’t hide anymore.” 

While the Chicago Archdiocese has not reached out to him, Grein said that he will soon meet with officials 

of the Archdiocese of New York as they initiate a canonical procedure against McCarrick. 

The Illinois Attorney General’s office has quickly concluded that the state’s six dioceses are not capable of 

satisfactorily resolving the clergy abuse crisis on their own:   

It appears that the Illinois Dioceses have lost sight of both the key tenet of the Charter and the 

most obvious human need as a result of these abhorrent acts of abuse: the healing and 

reconciliation of survivors. Long after legal remedies have expired, the Catholic Church has the 

ability and moral responsibility to survivors to offer support and services, and to take swift action 

to remove abusive clergy. The actions taken by the Catholic Church should always be survivor-

focused and with the goal of holding abusers accountable in a transparent manner. 

Law enforcement officials from forty-five states have now indicated they have or soon will follow in the 

footsteps of the Pennsylvania and Illinois AGs and launch investigations into alleged priest predation and 

cover up in their states.  

New York Times publishes horrifying 8-part series advocating abortion - Bill 

Donohue 
 

 
Shutterstock.com 

January 4, 2019 (Catholic League) –  On December 28, an editorial in the New York Times broached an 

eight-part series on abortion rights that is positively astonishing. It is clearly the most rabid defense of 

abortion ever published by the mainstream media. The first installment was published on December 30; it 

will end on January 20. The entire series is now available online. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/19/nyregion/mccarrick-cardinal-sexual-abuse.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/12/17/josh-shapiro-more-horrors-coming-catholic-clergy-abuse-scandal/2329159002/
https://www.catholicleague.org/new-york-times-astonishing-series-on-abortion/
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Why is the Times running this series? The best explanation is found in the first paragraph of the 8th 

installment. "Now that the Supreme Court has a conservative majority that appears inclined to overhaul 

Roe v. Wade, it is likely only a matter of time before women's reproductive rights are ratcheted back." Its 

central fear is a ruling declaring the unborn child worthy of "personhood" rights. 

The thesis of the series is that any attempt to recognize the humanity of the unborn baby threatens 

women's rights. According to the Times, laws that restrict abortion rights are ultimately about controlling 

women's sexuality, and no group is more preyed upon than brown and black women. Peppered with 

anecdotes, the series pays almost no attention to data: highly debatable assertions are routinely made 

without any supporting evidence. 

Many defenders of abortion rights will at least acknowledge the competing right to life of children in utero. 

But not the authors of this series. Nascent human life is referred to as nothing more than "clusters of 

cells," as if these human biological properties were mere stuff. 

It is this mental block – the refusal to admit the obvious – that allows the Times to object to prosecuting a 

woman for murder after her attempted suicide resulted in killing her eight-month-old baby. Similarly, it 

cannot understand why a jury convicted a pregnant woman driver of killing three persons after she drove 

her car over a double-yellow lined road on Long Island, crashing into another car: the driver of the other 

car, his wife, and the woman's eight-month-old baby were killed (the reckless driver was under the 

influence of drugs and alcohol). The jury said she needlessly caused the death of her daughter (who died 

five days after the accident) because she was not wearing a seatbelt. 

Those two babies would have lived had their mothers not acted irresponsibly, but that gets lost in the fog 

of abortion rights run amuck. 

The contortions that the Times goes through trying to deny reality are remarkable. For example, it offers 

the account of a "visibly pregnant woman" seeking an abortion in another state having to deal with airport 

security officers. They wished her "a happy Mother's Day." One of them "cheerily" asked, "Is this your 

first?" The Times branded her experience "a surreal journey." What is truly surreal is the paper's 

interpretation. 

What is really gnawing at the Times is the recent emergence of laws protecting the personhood of unborn 

babies. It calls them "an extreme legal argument with little precedence in American law before the 

1970s." However, the common law in Western civilization typically held that a pregnant woman convicted 

of a capital offense could not be executed, thus paying homage to the existence of an innocent human 

being. No matter, the newspaper is right to say that personhood legislation is of recent vintage. 

There is a reason for this, and it has nothing to do with what the Times says: it attributes this to a move 

by Republicans in the 1970s to criminalize abortion. In point of fact it was technology, not politics, that 

proved to be the key to protecting the personhood status of unborn children. To be exact, ultrasound 

made the difference. Invented in the 1950s, it was not used with any regularity in U.S. hospitals until the 

1970s. 

How did ultrasound change the debate? Consider what Dr. Bernard Nathanson, one of the nation's leading 

abortion-rights advocates in the 1960s and 1970s, said about the subject. [Note: This Jewish atheist later 

became a pro-life champion and converted to Catholicism.] 

By 1984, however, I had begun to ask myself more questions about abortion: what actually goes 

on in an abortion? I had done many, but abortion is a blind procedure. The doctor does not see 

what he is doing. He puts an instrument into a uterus and he turns on a motor, and the suction 

machine goes on and something is vacuumed out; it ends up as a little pile of meat in a gauze bag. 

I wanted to know what happened, so in 1984 I said to a friend of mine, who was doing 15 or 

maybe 20 abortions a day, 'Look, do me a favor, Jay. Next Saturday, when you are doing all these 

abortions, put an ultrasound device on the mother and tape it for me.' 

He did, and when he looked at the tapes with me in an editing studio, he was so affected that he 

never did another abortion. I, though I had not done an abortion in five years, was shaken to the 

very roots of my soul by what I saw. 
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The precision of sonograms (the actual picture of an ultrasound) is much more advanced today. It would 

be instructive to learn what the editors of the New York Times might think of such images. Would they see 

"clusters of cells," or small human beings? 

The most controversial part of the series is found in the 4th and 5th installments, especially the 4th. It 

would be hard to find a more unpersuasive, and disturbing, attempt to discredit the damage done to 

unborn babies by their drug-ridden mothers. Moreover, this section of the series, while condemning 

racism, actually promotes it. 

Part 4 condemns what it says is the "myth of the 'crack baby.'" It criticizes the mainstream media (it 

includes the Times) for over- dramatizing the physical and psychological damage done to babies by their 

cocaine-using mothers. Reading this part of the series makes one wonder just how far radical pro-abortion 

reporters will go in their defense of the indefensible. 

The idea of "crack babies," the newspaper says, is a combination of "bad science and racist stereotypes." 

These twin evils, we are told, were "debunked by the turn of the 2000s." Really? 

Somehow I must have missed this story. So I looked forward to reading why the "bad science" was wrong. 

But there was nothing there. 

"The Legacy of the Myth" is the title of a section of Part 4 that led the reader to believe that the evidence 

would be forthcoming. It begins by saying, "Researchers debunked the 'damage generation' theory 

numerous times, finding no indication that children exposed to crack in the womb faced long-term 

debilitation and that the effects once tied to exposure were attributable to other drugs like alcohol and 

tobacco, or to factors associated with poverty, including homelessness and domestic violence." 

Let's break down that sentence. Which researchers? Who are they? Why didn't the article tell us? And 

even if other drugs can cause similar problems – which is nowhere proven – why is this proof that the 

"damage generation" theory of crack-using pregnant mothers has been debunked? 

The underscored words are a link to a book, one which supposedly offers the evidence the Times says 

exists. I accessed a copy of it and nowhere does it offer any such evidence. The book, Somebody's 

Children: The Politics of Transracial and Transactional Adoption, by Laura Briggs, is more sociological than 

physiological. This makes sense: The author is not a professor of the natural sciences – she is a professor 

of Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies. 

The relevant chapter in this book, "'Crack Babies,' Race and Adoption Reform, 1975-2000," does not 

attempt to debunk the "bad science." Just as important, the fact that it covers "race and adoption reform" 

in the last century does nothing to show why babies born today of crack-using mothers are not seriously 

impaired. 

No wonder the Times likes this book. The author trashes people like Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Newt 

Gingrich, Bill Bennett, and Charles Krauthammer – all of whom have expressed concerns about low-

income black families (almost all headed by a single woman) and the evils of drug addiction. Such politics 

may make for a good read in the academy, but it does nothing to shine light on why any of them were 

wrong. 

In 2016, the National Institute on Drug Abuse concluded that besides the damage done to the women who 

use crack, "Babies born to mothers who use cocaine during pregnancy are often prematurely delivered, 

have low birth weights and smaller head circumferences, and are shorter in length than babies born to 

mothers who do not use cocaine." 

It added that "scientists are now finding that exposure to cocaine during fetal development may lead to 

subtle, yet significant, later deficits in children. They include behavior problems (e.g., difficulties with self-

regulation) and deficits in some aspects of cognitive performance, information processing, and sustained 

attention to tasks – abilities that are important for the realization of the child's full potential." 

Other studies describe learning disabilities that result from a damaged central nervous system and 

congenital heart diseases. Such children tend to do poorly in school and have social problems and a host 

of other developmental disabilities. 

Forget about the science for a moment. What responsible professor in a medical school would instruct 

students that crack-addicted mothers have little to worry about? What responsible professor in a medical 
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school would engage students in a social analysis of racism, instead of warning about the damage being 

done to the physical and psychological well being of babies conceived by cocaine-using mothers? 

The Times is right to note that racism has affected this issue, but it is looking in the wrong direction: It 

should look in the mirror. We would expect white supremacists, not the alleged opponents of racism, to 

downplay the effects of crack on unborn black babies. The newspaper is so totally obsessed with abortion 

rights – it has reached a state of delirium – that it is willing to slight the harm being done to black children 

by their cocaine-addicted moms, all because of the necessity of denying them personhood. 

It may take some time before the idea of granting personhood status to unborn babies catches on 

nationwide, but the vector of change is moving that way. This is why the New York Times sees this as 

such a frightening prospect. 

Published with permission from the Catholic League. 

 

Pro-life law firm asks Illinois Supreme Court to stop taxpayer funding of 
abortion – Thomas More Society 

 

Shutterstock.com 

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois, December 19, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – Attorneys from the Thomas More Society are 

appealing to the Illinois Supreme Court to stop a state law requiring taxpayer funding of abortions for 

Medicaid recipients. 

According to the December 17, 2018 filing on behalf of hundreds of thousands of Illinois taxpayers, the 

funding for the law violates the state constitution’s balanced budget requirement. In September 2018, an 

appellate court upheld the dismissal of a lawsuit against the funding for the law, previously known as 

“House Bill 40.” 

Peter Breen, Thomas More Society Special Counsel, stated, “The decisions of the lower courts effectively 

write our balanced budget requirement out of the Illinois Constitution. We’re asking the Illinois Supreme 

Court to interpret and enforce the constitution and protect taxpayers against future unbalanced budget 

spending, including the unfunded spending for elective abortions required by House Bill 40.” 

Breen said that, while House Bill 40 was validly enacted, funding was not validly provided, and its effective 

date was improperly determined. The petition alleges several issues with the new law, including that 

House Bill 40: 

https://www.catholicleague.org/new-york-times-astonishing-series-on-abortion/
http://www.lifesitenews.com/
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Has not been legally funded, because the General Assembly has not made the estimate of available 

revenues to pay for the abortions, as required by the Illinois Constitution. 

Does not implicate the political question doctrine, a limited doctrine where courts decline to hear 

issues because of their politically character. 

Was passed after the deadline set for an early effective date by the Illinois Constitution and 

Effective Date of Laws Act. 

Read background on HB 40 and the lawsuit against Illinois officials here. 

Read the Petition to Appeal filed by Thomas More Attorneys on December 17, 2018, with the Illinois 

Supreme Court in Springfield Right to Life et al v. Norwood et al here. 

 

 

10 reasons not to give your child – or teen – a smartphone – Jonathon van 
Maren 

 

 
Shutterstock.com 

December 18, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – The responses to my column last week detailing the horrific story of 

a boy who engaged in porn-inspired sexual molestation of his young nieces after accessing porn on his 

iPhone have indicated once again that many parents simply do not want to recognize the dangers that 

smartphones pose to their children. 

Over and over again, commenters made genuinely stupid and ill-thought-out assertions, such as “You 

must be a Luddite!” Obviously, one does not have to be opposed to technology to recognize the dangers 

of some devices. We all agree that children should not drive cars, because it is not safe. We are not anti-

car just because we do not think everyone should be able to drive them at a young age. 

Additionally, many people seemed unaware of the fact that pornography has mainstreamed sexual 

violence, and that the vast majority of young people access porn on their cell phones. These are 

unfortunate realities, and I could tell you hundreds of stories of children accessing porn on phones at 

incredibly young ages, often impacting their lives for years into the future. 

I could provide you with 20, but for today, here are just 10 reasons you shouldn’t give your child a 

smartphone: 

https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/controversial-abortion-bill-prompts-taxpayer-lawsuit-illinois-officials/
https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/HB40-PLA-revised-v2-IL-Supreme-Court-12-17-18.pdf
http://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/8th-grade-boy-sexually-abuses-nieces-after-viewing-porn-on-iphone-he-got-fo
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/porn-hasnt-decreased-violent-sexual-acts-its-normalized-them
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/porn-hasnt-decreased-violent-sexual-acts-its-normalized-them
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1. Many parents harbor the mistaken belief that once their children have a smartphone, they can still 

control their behavior. In reality, it is nearly impossible to completely lock down a device (although there 

are very important steps that can be taken), and 71 percent of teens hide their smartphone activity from 

their parents. I’ve had many parents tell me how relieved they are that their children haven’t ended up 

hooked on porn or involved in “that stuff,” knowing full well that their children have been involved. 

2. As Vanity Fair journalist Nancy Jo Sales laid out in her devastating book American Girls: Social Media 

and the Secret Lives of Teenagers, sexting and sending nude selfies are now ubiquitous in every school 

from the big cities to the rural Bible belt. I interviewed a number of high school girls (from Christian 

schools) on this issue over the past several years, and every one of them said the same thing: The 

pressure to send photos is relentless. Giving your child a smartphone is providing the opportunity for that 

pressure to be applied. Many give in. Lives are ruined as a result. The photos are forever. 

3. The average age a child first looks at porn is now age 11. (The youngest porn addict I ever met was 

homeschooled.) Providing children a device that, regardless of how hard you try to implement oversight or 

lock the device down (which is impossible to do completely), you are handing them a portal to the totality 

of human sexual depravity as it exists online. The majority of young people now view pornography, boys 

and girls. The majority of them have seen things (grotesque sexual violence among other things) that 

previous generations could not have imagined. To give them this opportunity and this temptation at an 

age when we would not trust them with the right to vote, drink, smoke, or drive makes no rational sense 

and is arguably more dangerous. 

4. Most children are exposed to sexual violence via pornography via smartphones. As I mentioned in my 

previous columns, experts are increasingly noticing that children are trying what they see in porn on other 

children, with tens of thousands of cases in the U.K. of child-on-child sexual abuse being investigated, and 

healthcare professionals in the United States sounding the alarm. 

5. Our society still has not figured out how to control these technologies. In fact, the very Silicon experts 

who create these devices and these screens warn that they are a “dark influence” on children and either 

do not provide their own children smartphones at all, or they strictly limit the amount of time they may be 

on one. If those who develop smartphones are saying that they are dangerous for young people, perhaps 

we should be listening more closely. 

6. Porn companies are actively trying to get children to look at pornography. Some have tagged hardcore 

porn content with phrases like “Dora the Explorer,” for example, in order to get kids to stumble on to their 

material. Your child may not be looking for porn. Porn is certainly looking for your child. 

7. The porn companies have quite literally re-digitized their content in order to make it more accessible on 

a smartphone. They know that the vast majority of young people will not be viewing their material on 

laptops or desktops or TVs anymore. Most young people are viewing porn on their smartphones, in their 

bedrooms. If parents have restricted Wi-fi, it is easy these days to find free Wi-fi almost anywhere. So 

while you may be convinced that your child/teen can withstand the relentless sexual temptation of having 

access to pornography, the porn companies are quite certain that they can win this fight. 

8. Smartphones provide children the first environment in history that exists without any oversight by any 

adult whatsoever. The reason cyber-bullying is so effective and so dangerous is the fact that social media 

has created an alternative world, inhabited by young people and their peers and inaccessible to parents 

and guardians. A generation ago, the bullying would stop when you got home from school. Today, you can 

be bullied at home, in your bedroom. In fact, a spate of suicides resulting from cyber-bullying tell that 

precise story. 

9. Children do not need smartphones. They think they do, of course, because they want access to social 

media and the Internet. Who wouldn’t want access to something that can answer any and all of their 

questions? But considering the tremendous power of this tool, it is incredibly naïve to think that children 

and young teens are mature enough to handle it when the impact of smartphones on adults (and the 

skyrocketing rates of tech addiction) indicates that we have not even been able to figure out how to use 

this technology responsibly. If they need a phone for calling and texting purposes, get them a device 

without Internet access. 

10. Smartphones often eliminate a child’s interest in other, healthier activities – like reading, outdoor 

recreation, and family time. I’m sure it comes as no surprise to anyone who has given their child a 

https://www.covenanteyes.com/mobile-kids/
https://www.covenanteyes.com/2015/08/07/how-covenant-eyes-helps-protect-your-kids-on-mobile/
https://thebridgehead.ca/2017/03/02/teenagers-sexting-and-porn-a-conversation-with-nancy-jo-sales/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/personalized-pornography-the-explosive-growth-of-sexting-among-teens
https://thebridgehead.ca/2018/10/30/silicon-valley-experts-see-screens-as-a-dark-force-in-the-lives-of-children/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCyQofs0p7g
https://www.cbc.ca/life/wellness/your-kids-smartphones-may-be-putting-them-at-a-higher-risk-for-cyberbullying-1.4348254
https://fightthenewdrug.org/porn-makes-digital-addiction-worse/
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smartphone that a smartphone rapidly becomes an enormous part of the child’s life. This, of course, was 

predictable: There is a reason they begged so hard to have one in the first place. 

 
Federal judge strikes down Obamacare as unconstitutional, Trump praises 

decision – Matthew Cullinan Hoffman 

December 17, 2018 (LifeSiteNews.com) – A federal judge in Texas has struck down the whole of the 

Affordable Care Act, also known as “Obamacare,” as unconstitutional. 

The ruling, which was issued Friday by Judge Reed O’Connor of the Federal District Court in Fort Worth, 

holds that the federal mandate requiring the purchase of health insurance is unconstitutional, and that as 

a consequence, the whole of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is legally invalid. 

 

 
Shutterstock.com 

For now, according to the White House, the law will remain “in place” in expectation of appeals of the 

ruling. 

The ruling came as the result of a lawsuit filed earlier this year by Republican governors and state 

attorneys general, which argued that the ACA’s mandate requiring the purchase of health care coverage 

had been rendered unconstitutional by the 2017 tax overhaul, which set the tax penalty for those who do 

not purchase such insurance to zero. The state officials contended that the elimination of the penalty 

nullified the effects of a 2012 Supreme Court ruling allowing the mandate and penalty. 

The 2012 ruling, authored by Chief Justice John Roberts, held that the government cannot order people to 

purchase health care, but it can impose a tax on those who don’t, and interpreted the mandate and 

penalty as the equivalent of a tax. With the elimination of the penalty in Trump’s 2017 tax overhaul, the 

mandate has now been ruled to be a simple order requiring people to purchase health care, and thus 

unconstitutional. 

Trump hails ruling: Obamacare was an ‘unconstitutional disaster’ 

President Donald Trump, whose administration had declined to defend the ACA’s mandate in the lawsuit, 

received the news of the Friday verdict gladly, and reiterated his commitment to implementing a new plan 

that would protect pre-existing conditions. 

http://lifesitenews.com/
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“As I predicted all along, Obamacare has been struck down as an UNCONSTITUTIONAL disaster!” he 

tweeted. “Now Congress must pass a STRONG law that provides GREAT healthcare and protects pre-

existing conditions. Mitch and Nancy, get it done!” 

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi condemned the ruling and promised that the House of Representatives 

would participate in appeals after control of the legislative body passed to the Democrats in 2019. 

“When House Democrats take the gavel, the House of Representatives will move swiftly to formally 

intervene in the appeals process to uphold the life-saving protections for people with pre-existing 

conditions and reject Republicans’ effort to destroy the Affordable Care Act,” said Pelosi in a statement 

issued to the press. 

New opportunities to remove pro-abortion provisions from Obamacare 

The ruling, if upheld on appeal, may give President Trump and pro-life representatives in Congress the 

opportunity to further reduce or eliminate the ACA’s subsidies for abortion. 

The Trump administration has already acted to eliminate such subsidies in multiple ways. In April, the 

administration’s Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services issued a rule allowing people to avoid the fine 

for not purchasing health insurance if they cannot afford any available plan that does not cover abortion. 

Also in November, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services made a proposal to create a separate 

billing system for coverage of abortion and require insurance companies to charge a separate premium to 

cover abortions. Such a system would allow those who are pro-life to opt out of abortion coverage in 

individual plans and refuse to subsidize the abortions of others insured by the same plan. 

Email the author at mhoffman@lifesitenews.com. 

 
WATCH: Priest: Pro-LGBT rainbow rosary promoted by Fr. Martin ‘comes from 

the pit of hell’ – Doug Mainwaring 
 

 
Fr. James Martin | pro-LGBT 'rainbow' rosary 

December 17, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – During a radio interview about the pro-homosexual “social justice” 

rosary that Fr. James Martin has been promoting, Fr. Donald Calloway prayed for Martin’s “radical 

conversion” and that the Jesuit might “repent of the things he has been promoting.” 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1073761497866747904
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-pro-lifers-can-avoid-obamacare-penalty-for-2018
http://fortune.com/2018/11/08/trump-crackdown-abortion-midterms/
mailto:mhoffman@lifesitenews.com
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/sacrilege-jesuit-priest-promotes-rainbow-rosary-with-prayers-for-full-accep
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Fr. Calloway did not mince words when discussing Fr. Martin's promotion of the sacrilegious “Rosary of 

Sorrows” during the roughly four minute “Terry and Jesse Show” segment. 

When asked about his take on the “social justice” rosary which ignores the Life of Christ while focusing 

prayer on the LGBT agenda, “Mother Earth,” and other “social justice” issues, Calloway was 

straightforward. 

“To be honest with you, brothers, if I told you what I really thought you’d probably have to bleep out most 

of what I want to say,” began Fr. Calloway.   

Fr. Martin “is a nut,” said Calloway. “He’s a loon.” 

The priest said he looked into the individuals who are producing the social justice warrior (SJW) rosary 

and discovered “it’s two ladies who are promoting Buddhism and Islam and Christianity all mixed up 

together.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XGNQUrm7N8 

“They ‘don’t know jack’ about theology,” continued Calloway, “they have no idea what they’re talking 

about.” 

The rosary, whose rainbow-beaded fifth mystery directs individuals to pray for LGBT “families” to be 

accepted by the Church, is “sacrilegious.” 

The Catholic Church teaches that homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered and “under no 

circumstances can they be approved” (CCC 2357).  

Not only does the SJW rosary promote issues directly at odds with Catholic teaching, it has been 

discovered that proceeds from sales of the rosary will go toward funding pro-abortion groups. 

Fr. Calloway agreed that this SJW rosary “comes from the pit of hell.” 

The rosary was created to help people “meditate on the sacred mysteries of our Lord, to bring us light and 

freedom,” observed Calloway, and not to meditate on “this nonsense.” 

Calloway said that at times like this he wishes he were a bishop, because “I’d be cracking the whip...I’d be 

censoring that dude [Fr. James Martin].” 

“To promote that kind of stuff is an offense against the heart of your own Mother,” observed Calloway, 

referring to the blessed Virgin Mary. “I mean, how stupid can you be?” 

At the end of the interview, Fr. Calloway prayed for the two women behind the creation of the “Rosary of 

Sorrows” to come to know Jesus Christ.   

He then prayed for Fr. James Martin to have “radical conversion” and to “repent of the things he has been 

promoting.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoAT3nCRkHI 

“It’s called the ‘Rosary of Sorrows,’” said Calloway. “At least they got that part right because it’s breaking 

the heart of God.” 

Fr. Calloway is a member of the Congregation of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the Most 

Blessed Virgin Mary who has authored multiple books on the rosary.   
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WATCH: Irish voters learn how extreme their new abortion regime will be – 

Dorothy Cummings McLean 
 

 
Facebook 

DUBLIN, Ireland, December 17, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) ― An Irish pro-life group has produced a video 

showing interviews of Irish people discovering what the republic’s new pro-abortion bill will mean for 

unborn children. 

In the film, shot two weeks ago by Ireland’s Life Institute, pro-life campaigner Tim Jackson, 29, asks 

passersby how they voted in the referendum regarding the repeal of the pro-life Eighth Amendment to the 

Constitution. Then he informs them that the Health Minister’s abortion bill allows for the abortion of 

disabled children up until birth – and that aborted babies will not be given pain relief, life-saving treatment 

if born alive, or a proper burial.  

https://www.facebook.com/lifeinstitute/videos/499658587209751/ 

Jackson told LifeSiteNews that the video shows only those who were disturbed by the horrors permitted by 

the bill. Interviewing the others was “eye-opening,” he said. 

“It was eye-opening because of number of them were not moved by what we were describing,” he said. 

“It [shows] the power of propaganda….and the effectiveness of the media’s misinformation in dulling 

consciences.” 

The pro-life campaigner said that their callousness didn’t depress him unduly, however, as he’s been 

campaigning for months and years. Jackson made headlines last year by going on a hunger strike in an 

attempt to shame the Irish government into watching a video about the realities of the abortion 

procedure. 

Jackson says formerly pro-life Ireland’s change of heart on abortion is the fault of the media. 

“[Repeal the Eighth] really was a media-led campaign that gave people a taste for it,” he said.   

The media had been doing “a slow and steady turn towards abortion” for years before the 2018 

referendum, Jackson added, journalists being products of Ireland’s pro-abortion education system. At a 

certain point, the media contained a “critical mass” of pro-abortion journalists. 

Given the pro-abortion bias of the Irish media, pro-life campaigning and media in Ireland may be more 

crucial than ever. 

“The media haven’t covered the more cruel aspects of the bill,” Jackson said. 

Irish Health Minister Simon Harris’s bill, which allows abortion on demand of unborn children aged up to 

12 weeks, also permits the abortion of unborn children whose lives endanger the life or “health” of their 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/looking-for-hope-for-ireland-youll-find-it-here
https://www.facebook.com/lifeinstitute/videos/499658587209751/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/irishman-goes-on-hunger-strike-for-the-unborn
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mothers until “viability” and the abortion of seriously disabled children until birth. It has passed all levels 

of government and now needs only the signature of Ireland’s president to become law. 

 
Pro-lifers save two babies by singing Christmas carols outside abortion centers 

– Lisa Bourne 
 

 
2018 pro-life Christmas caroling 

CHICAGO, Illinois, December 21, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – Pro-life advocates singing Christmas carols 

outside abortion facilities saved at least two lives from abortion this past weekend. 

In Wood Dale, Illinois, a woman left the abortion facility where pro-life carolers were signing and came to 

tell them she and her boyfriend decided to keep their baby. 

Similarly in Orange, California, a woman who had been moved by the caroling came out of the Planned 

Parenthood there, telling pro-lifers she had decided to keep her child. 

Pro-lifers were able to get the Illinois couple to a local pregnancy center and give them a gift of baby 

booties for their child, according the Pro-Life Action League, and the California woman was also directed to 

a local pregnancy center and given a baby sweater for her child on the way. 

The group has organized pro-life caroling in some form for 16 years, most recently with the Peace in the 

Womb theme. 

“The fifth annual Peace in the Womb caroling day was a great success,” Pro-Life Action League Assistant 

Communications Director Matthew Yonke told LifeSiteNews. “With 96 locations nationwide, we brought the 

message of Christmas hope to abortion facilities from New York to California and all points between.” 

With Christmas approaching, the Pro-Life Action League organizes the event as a reminder that while 

many are making joyful holiday plans, some mothers facing untimely pregnancies are making “much more 

sorrowful plans” in planning an abortion. 

So to bring the light of Christmas to one of the darkest places there is – where babies are aborted – pro-

life Christmas carolers met outside the Chicago-area abortion facilities and others this past Saturday, with 

the message of Christmas hope. 

The Pro-Life Action League registered Peace in the Womb caroling events in some 30-plus states between 

Saturday and other December dates, with some still to come. 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/irish-senate-passes-abortion-bill-legalizing-abortion-on-demand
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/irish-senate-passes-abortion-bill-legalizing-abortion-on-demand
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/bringing-light-to-darkness-pro-lifers-christmas-carol-at-chicago-abortion-c
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-life-action-league-goes-christmas-caroling-at-chicago-area-abortion-fac
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/empty-manger-caroling-to-bring-the-joy-and-hope-of-christmas-to-abortuaries
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-life-advocates-call-for-peace-in-the-womb-during-season-of-peace-on-ear
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-life-advocates-call-for-peace-in-the-womb-during-season-of-peace-on-ear
https://prolifeaction.org/event/caroling2018/
https://prolifeaction.org/event/caroling2018/
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The Peace in the Womb caroling day allows pro-lifers to let women seeking abortions know through the 

Christmas hymns and their presence that there are other hopeful options, and to make help available to 

the women if they choose life for their child. 

More than 90 people turned out Saturday to sing carols for the seven different abortion facilities in the two 

Illinois caroling tours – four on the Chicago tour, and three in DuPage County. 

“We were thrilled to hear about two babies saved from abortion this year – that we know of,” Yonke said, 

“and there were very few negative interactions with police or passersby.” 

The exceptions last Saturday occured in Chicago, where pro-life carolers had both pro-abortion counter-

protesters attempting to drown out their carols with kazoos and interference from police. 

Planned Parenthood called the police on the carolers at its Lasalle and Division location. Three squad 

cars arrived during the caroling to make the pro-life crew disperse, with police initially telling the group 

they had to move down the road because of the Chicago “Bubble Zone” ordinance. But the pro-lifers 

eventually convinced the officers the ordinance requires no such thing. 

“The police interference is nothing new here in Chicago, where they have been misapplying the city's 

‘bubble zone’ ordinance since the day it passed all the way back in 2010,” Yonke said. “Fortunately, after 

getting them to look at the actual text of the law, the officers backed off their misinterpretation and 

allowed the caroling to continue uninterrupted.” 

Despite those difficulties, Pro-Life Action League Executive Director Eric Scheidler said he received great 

reports from pro-life caroling events held around the U.S. Saturday. 

For example, passersby spontaneously joined the caroling group in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and in 

Kettering, Ohio, the pro-life caroling group held a diaper drive for their local pregnancy resource center. 

“And in Clearwater, Florida, the abortionist left early!” Scheidler said. 

In Billings Heights, Montana, the group had a living nativity along with their caroling, with children dressed 

as angels and shepherds. 

During caroling at AAnchor abortion facility in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, Scheidler offered a reflection on the 

meaning of Christmas that included the idea that the very bricks of AAnchor cry out for redemption. 

“The message of the Christmas angels is, Be not afraid,” Scheidler said. “This is the same message our 

carolers are sharing with abortion-minded mothers.” 

“Whatever fear might be bringing them to the abortion clinic,” he said, “we want to help, in any way that 

we can.” 

Nine lives were saved nationwide with the 2016 pro-life caroling campaign, six in Orlando, Florida, alone. 

The Pro-Life Action League expressed gratitude to everyone who came out around the country as part of 

this life-saving effort. The group looks forward to expanding to even more locations in 2019. 
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Here are the top 10 times liberals endorsed child abuse in 2018, and they’re 

horrifying – Linda Harvey 
 

 
shutterstock.com 

January 2, 2019 (LifeSiteNews) – There’s a lengthy, sordid history of the damage children suffer because 

of “progressive” values and policies. In 2018, the harm went beyond passive side effects. 

The left is now brazenly cheering over the corruption, pain, and heartbreak of children. And sometimes, 

their deaths. 

What can be done? We must work within all lawful means possible to stop this evil. Here are some of last 

year’s worst examples, although this article could go on and on: 

10. Colleges are now recommending 4-year-olds engage in sexual activity. Yes, some UC Santa 

Barbara academics have advanced the idea that preschoolers should engage in “sexual play.” Hopefully 

law enforcement officials are checking these folks’ laptops for child porn links, and will issue the proper 

indictments. 

9. Sixth graders in Washington state were asked as a class if any of them questioned their 

gender identity. One girl at Sequim Middle School relates the indoctrination session HERE. Kids were 

also encouraged to go online privately to research “gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender” groups. This 

is a segment of the highly controversial F.L.A.S.H. curriculum and just one of many examples where 

activist teachers use children as sexual agenda guinea pigs, unless parents call a halt. 

And secret plans to fast-track gender-confused students through “transition” even without parental 

knowledge are surfacing all over the country. Here’s the Santa Ana, CA schools’ confidential form to be 

completed for such a student (drafted by the extreme group Gender Spectrum) with questions like, “Who 

will be the student’s ‘go-to-adult’ on campus?” 

Whatever happened to…parents? 

8. “Get ready for Desmond, this trailblazing 11-year-old drag kid…” This is how ABC’s “Good 

Morning America” host introduced a confused boy dressed as an adult female, who then suggestively 

pranced down a model runway. Thankfully, many of the comments on this YouTube excerpt expressed 

sane reactions, like, “This is child abuse!” 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.breitbart.com/tech/2018/07/09/uc-santa-barbara-says-4-year-old-children-should-engage-in-sexual-play/
https://www.breitbart.com/tech/2018/07/09/uc-santa-barbara-says-4-year-old-children-should-engage-in-sexual-play/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PGPLD6hptE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.sausd.us/cms/lib/CA01000471/Centricity/Domain/3970/Gender%20Support%20Plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1AC6r13wvRyXrfu7zFlyVlvUFAhAo7Ln6z6qWvUb1O-uj0Agf3bptydUw
https://www.sausd.us/cms/lib/CA01000471/Centricity/Domain/3970/Gender%20Support%20Plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1AC6r13wvRyXrfu7zFlyVlvUFAhAo7Ln6z6qWvUb1O-uj0Agf3bptydUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxdvOLdG_34&fbclid=IwAR2DR0JwzD9d6lXVPubNO9FYYWLs-WCIcy4VZTwPj_0QO1F5TriECPi2mUI
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And Desmond also recently performed at a Brooklyn, NY adult bar for homosexuals. That incident resulted 

(thankfully) in some acknowledged disapproval by liberals. Maybe there’s still hope for protecting these 

kids. 

7. The Thanksgiving Macy’s parade tried to normalize teen lesbianism to the millions of children in 

its television audience, with a female-female kiss introduced enthusiastically by NBC announcers and 

cheered by parade bystanders. What God calls an “abomination” was applauded as two female 

performers, portraying teens, enacted a scene from the Broadway play “The Prom,” which laments the 

objections of school officials over a girl’s female prom date. 

6. More teens can’t receive counseling to overcome homosexual feelings, even if caused by 

sexual abuse. Change therapy bans were enacted in the states of Washington, Hawaii, Delaware, 

Maryland, and New Hampshire in 2018, along with numerous cities. 

Yet this counseling is highly effective for many people. Christians know from Scripture (1 Cor. 6: 9-11) 

and personal testimonies that God will help people leave the sins of homosexuality and gender rebellion 

behind. 

Last summer, a radical California bill, AB 2943, was thankfully dropped but is likely to be reintroduced in 

2019. It aimed to broaden the ban on therapy to adults using a consumer fraud platform and would 

penalize any person or media communicating that change is possible, if fees are exchanged. In California, 

what would a victim of molestation do to address unchosen, sinful feelings? 

5. A liberal federal judge in Chicago dismissed a suit against doctors who performed female 

genital mutilation on little girls. District Judge Bernard Friedman said, “Congress overstepped its 

bounds” in outlawing the practice. 

FGM is the barbaric practice of cutting a little girl’s genitals, usually around age nine or ten, and is 

common among Muslims and tribal groups in Africa, India, Indonesia, and elsewhere. Although illegal in 

many states, it’s quietly done anyway by immigrant groups in the U.S. and an estimated 500,000 girls are 

at risk. 

So, let’s understand this—it’s a “cultural practice” when nine-year old girls’ genitals are mutilated without 

their consent. But it’s “consumer fraud” (under the California proposal) if teens or adults engage 

voluntarily in talk therapy about homosexual attractions or gender confusion following sexual molestation. 

This is how liberals think. Or fail to do so.            

4. More clinics opened in children’s hospitals to facilitate body mutilation of confused minors. 

The quackery of childhood gender “transition” treatment continues to gallop through mainstream medicine 

without valid research to support its benefits, while ample evidence of its harm piles up. 

3. There’s a dramatic increase in the number of teens who claim a “gay, lesbian, bisexual” or 

“questioning” identity. According to the Centers for Disease Control, nearly 15% of American teens in a 

massive survey now embrace sinful, immoral behavior—and the CDC joins extremist groups in believing 

“support” is the best response to these kids, who report far higher risk-taking behaviors and adverse 

childhood experiences than their heterosexual-identifying peers. Coincidence, or cause? 

2. A movement called “Shout Your Abortion” is gaining popularity, with  Oprah as one of its 

champions. With 60 million unborn human beings as victims, too many deluded women fail to see the 

hypocrisy of the #MeToo outcry over their own violated human rights while embracing #ChildDestruction. 

1. Satan’s army is coming out of the closet as witches openly cast spells against conservatives, 

Christians, and pro-lifers. At one Ohio abortion clinic, apostate ministers held a “sacred blessing” 

ceremony inside the facility on November 9. Pro-life demonstrators gathered outside, despite sorcerers 

openly hexing them. Later, a bizarre YouTube video surfaced of what happened inside at that “blessing.” A 

post-abortive mom sang a song she believed came from the spirit of the baby she chose to sacrifice. 

One cannot overstate the moral spiritual depravity reflected in this celebration of a child’s death. 

There is good news. Ohio passed the “Heartbeat Bill,” outlawing an abortion if a beating heart is detected 

(even though Governor Kasich vetoed it). Kentucky just introduced similar legislation and there are 

“heartbeat” bills in several other states as well as Congress. 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/11-year-old-drag-kid-dances-in-popular-nyc-gay-club-as-patrons-toss-money-a?utm_content=buffer94495&utm_medium=LSN%2Bbuffer&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=LSN
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/macys-thanksgiving-day-parade-features-lesbians-kissing
https://nypost.com/2018/11/20/ban-on-female-genital-mutilation-is-unconstitutional-judge/?utm_source=facebook_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://nypost.com/2018/11/20/ban-on-female-genital-mutilation-is-unconstitutional-judge/?utm_source=facebook_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/is-america-resigned-to-being-a-nation-of-child-sacrifice-and-mutilatio?utm_source=LifeSiteNews.com&utm_campaign=8a9772c540-Daily%2520Headlines%2520-%2520U.S._COPY_373&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_12387f0e3e-8a9772c540-401390829
https://thefederalist.com/2018/12/14/puberty-blockers-clear-danger-childrens-health/
https://www.missionamerica.com/article/cdc-survey-more-american-youth-identify-as-homosexuals/
https://www.missionamerica.com/article/cdc-survey-more-american-youth-identify-as-homosexuals/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/oprah-champions-shoutyourabortion-and-ignores-women-who-regret-their-abortions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=OsP7xtorm0o&fbclid=IwAR0-IS1eDIsJ8Vz_GZ6RvxZGabD8BCvg6YCDaHNPE2DvcxIRyYBF_Zj0Rkc&app=desktop
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/kentucky-becomes-latest-state-to-introduce-heartbeat-abortion-ban
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So, Americans do still have a heart for children. In 2019, let’s start to show it again. 

Linda Harvey is president of Mission America. 

 
Over 41 million abortions estimated in 2018, making ‘choice’ world’s leading 

cause of death –Calvin Freiburger 
 

 
3D ultrasound of preborn baby. Shutterstock.com 

January 2, 2019 (LifeSiteNews) – Abortions dwarfed every other cause of death worldwide at more than 

41 million in 2018, according to the statistics tracking service Worldometers. 

Worldometers tracks and estimates statistics in real time on a wide variety of subjects, based on data 

from sources such as the United Nations, World Health Organization (WHO), International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), and more. It boasts recognition and citations from a wide variety of media outlets and academic 

works, as well as the endorsement of the American Library Association. 

On December 31, a number of media outlets including Breitbart reported that as of the end of the year, 

Worldometers’ statistics page for abortion showed that more than 41 million induced abortions (as 

distinguished from “spontaneous abortions,” better known as miscarriages) had taken place globally in 

2018. 

That estimate would represent a substantial decrease from the WHO’s estimate of 56 million worldwide 

abortions every year from 2010 to 2014, though Abort73’s Michael Spielman warns that the WHO relies on 

estimates from the pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute, which he argues used questionable methodology to 

compensate for many countries’ complete lack of actual data. 

“[O]f the 56.3 million global abortions Guttmacher estimates annually, no more than 10% can be officially 

accounted for and only 23% have any basis in empirical evidence,” Spielman writes. “The other 77% are 

assumed based upon a complex statistical model that estimates” a variety of factors. Most significantly, 

Guttmacher “assume[s] a constant abortion rate that is unaffected by the legality of abortion,” potentially 

to sway the findings in favor of the abortion lobby’s claim that pro-life laws are ineffective. 

Regardless, Breitbart notes that Worldometers’ estimate makes legal abortion deadlier than “cancer, 

malaria, HIV/AIDS, smoking, alcohol, and traffic accidents combined.” 2018 saw 8.2 million deaths from 

cancer, 5 million from smoking, and 1.7 million from HIV/AIDS. 

http://www.missionamerica.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
http://www.worldometers.info/faq/
http://www.ala.org/rusa/sections/mars/marspubs/marsbestfreewebsites/marsbestref2011
https://www.breitbart.com/health/2018/12/31/abortion-leading-cause-of-death-in-2018-with-41-million-killed/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/preventing-unsafe-abortion
https://abort73.com/blog/the_questionable_origins_of_global_abortion_statistics/
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https://publish.twitter.com/?query=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMarch_for_Life%2Fstatus%2F1080

479835502399493&widget=Tweet 

https://publish.twitter.com/?query=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMarch_for_Life%2Fstatus%2F1080

164592133783552&widget=Tweet 

At the national level, abortion statistics showed mixed progress this year. The U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) reported in November that 2015 (the most recent year for which official statistics are 

available) saw fewer abortions in America than at any other point since Roe v. Wade forced legal abortion 

on all 50 states. On the other hand, the UK Department of Health reported last month that abortions in 

the United Kingdom reached a ten-year high in 2017. 

There was also a rise in “eugenic abortion” while repeat abortions rose to 74,204 last year. 

Taxpayer-funded abortions in the UK “reached a record high of 134,768,” Edward Pentin of the National 

Catholic Register said. He also observed that “[there] should, roughly speaking, be one million live births 

in the UK each year but about 200,000 unborn children are killed in the womb so the number is around 

800,000,” meaning that roughly a fifth of all pregnancies now end in abortion in the UK. 

As of January 2, Worldometers’ abortion page estimates there have already been more than 170,000 

abortions globally in 2019. 

 

WATCH: Video: Pro-life group skewers abortion lobby avoiding the ‘A-word’ – 

Calvin Freiburger 
 

 
YouTube screenshot 

AJAX, Ontario, January 2, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – The Ontario-based pro-life group Choice42 (Choice For 

Two) is back with the latest video in its popular “Just Saying” series, starting the new year by taking aim 

at the prevalence of euphemisms for the word “abortion.” 

At the end of December the group teased it would be “starting 2019 with a BANG!” in an end-of-year 

message to supporters, and followed through on January 1 by releasing its newest video. 

Sporting the now-iconic pink wig denoting her satirical portrayal of a pro-abortion feminist, Choice42 

founder and director Laura Klassen advises readers that the “a-word” is “nasty” and to be avoided at all 

costs. Throughout the video, every utterance of the word “abortion” is censored. 

https://publish.twitter.com/?query=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMarch_for_Life%2Fstatus%2F1080479835502399493&widget=Tweet
https://publish.twitter.com/?query=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMarch_for_Life%2Fstatus%2F1080479835502399493&widget=Tweet
https://publish.twitter.com/?query=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMarch_for_Life%2Fstatus%2F1080164592133783552&widget=Tweet
https://publish.twitter.com/?query=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMarch_for_Life%2Fstatus%2F1080164592133783552&widget=Tweet
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/us-abortions-drop-to-record-low-since-roe-v.-wade-cdc-reports
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/uk-abortions-hit-record-high
https://twitter.com/EdwardPentin/status/1078681356874457088
https://twitter.com/EdwardPentin/status/1078933098044248064
http://www.worldometers.info/abortions/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/euphemisms-are-the-lefts-best-friends-and-the-truths-worst-enemies
https://mailchi.mp/cc6b493fc113/we-rocked-2018
https://mailchi.mp/cc6b493fc113/we-rocked-2018
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=AWDKXGl-jNg 

“Seriously, there are so many words and phrases you can choose to avoid being offensive,” she says. 

“Why say [abortion] when you can say empowerment! Words like coercion, killing, regret are not helpful.” 

 “Stick to more uplifting terms, such as self-care, healthcare, repro rights, or my favorite, choice,” Klassen 

continues, cycling through a variety of costumes including Supergirl, a grim reaper, a nurse, and one in 

which she wears a “pussy hat” popularized by left-wing activists in recent years. “Brilliant, really, so 

simple and yet so void of anything truthful. Love it!” 

Calling abortion “what it really is” is “just too much,” she concludes, because “nobody wants to think 

about that.” 

“Like with our other videos, the purpose of ‘A-Word’ is to challenge the abortion status quo and hopefully 

get people thinking about this human genocide that is going on right here and now behind closed doors,” 

Klassen told Church Militant on Tuesday. 

Though a relatively young organization, Choice42 quickly made an international name for itself with its 

“Just Saying” videos satirizing popular pro-abortion tropes. Previous entries mocked the notion that the 

“magical birth canal” automatically confers human rights on a preborn baby, and that men can’t discuss 

abortion because they can’t get pregnant. 

In perhaps an even bigger testament to the group’s impact, however, it’s also had to ward off attempts by 

both Facebook and Twitter to label their content as “discrimination” and “hate speech.” 

In addition to battling pro-abortion ideas with humor, Choice42 connects women to crisis pregnancy 

resources, and publishes more serious videos on topics such as the firsthand accounts of women who 

choose life in difficult circumstances. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=AWDKXGl-jNg
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/do-not-release-until-jan-1-at-11am-the-a-word
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/viral-video-destroys-pro-abortion-argument-that-birth-makes-a-baby-human-wi
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/choice42-video-destroys-argument-that-men-should-shut-up-about-abortio
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/choice42-video-destroys-argument-that-men-should-shut-up-about-abortio
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/facebook-cracks-down-on-pro-life-viral-video-creator
https://www.choice42.com/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnfCbRs3R2_-dpMRIPzLQpA/videos
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This Month’s Respect Life Prayer 

 

Prayer for the Family, the Sanctuary of Life 
 

Father of all, we praise you,  

We adore, and bless you,  

And we thank you for all you have given us.  

We thank you for creating us in your image,  

An image reflected in each and every human life,  

And in the love by which we give ourselves away for one another. 

We thank you for showing us the meaning of love  

In the sacrifice of your Son Jesus Christ on the cross  

And the power of his Spirit in our lives. 

We thank you for creating the gift of marriage,  

And for calling so many to live out this mystery of love and life  

Which reflects the mystery of Christ and his Church.  

We thank you for the gift of children,  

Created by you and entrusted to us  

To be protected, nurtured and taught to live your life.  

We thank you for the family,  

Which is the sanctuary of life, the domestic Church,  

And the sign of the unity to which you call all humanity.  

We ask you today to look with favor on your people.  

Protect every child in danger of abortion,  

And protect every marriage in danger of divorce.  

Heal the wounds of families that are broken,  

Inspire reconciliation in hearts that are estranged,  

And calm the fears of those who are alone.  

Bless your Church, as she prepares  

For the world meeting of bishops  

To discuss how to better defend and care for families.  

May every family unite in faith and prayer, 

As in a great worldwide Cenacle  

Awaiting a new Pentecost for families and for life.  

Bless every family and every person,  

That they may always experience  

The peace that only you can give,  

And that nobody can take away.  

We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

file:///C:/Users/tlivorsi/Documents/1Personal-1/Travel/Pfiles/Pro-Life/IC%20Respect%20Life%20Ministry/IC%20RespectLife%20Newsletter%20-%20January%202013.doc%23Sec22
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Prayer Vigils at Suburban Abortuaries 
 

Aurora    Planned Parenthood, 3051 E. New York St. 

Sidewalk Counselors present: Wednesday (8 am to 12 Noon), Friday (8 am to 1 pm), and Saturday (7 am to 1 

pm) 

Monthly on 3
rd

 Saturday at 9 am Pro-Life Rosary led by K of C Council #1369.   

Tuesday 2 pm – Rosary for Life led by SS. Peter & Paul Parish priest/deacon 
 

Downers Grove   Access Health Center LTD, 1700 75th St. 

Thursdays and Fridays 7:00 – 8:00 am,  

Mondays  7:00 – 8:30 am,  

Saturday 5:30 – 11:00 am. (Contact fortydaysforlifedownersgrove@yahoo.com ) 

 

Glen Ellyn    Aanchor Medical Center, 1186 Roosevelt Rd.  

Wednesday 8:00 - 10:00 am (Rosary group at 9:30 am)  

Saturday 8:00 - 10:00 am. (Rosary group at 8:00 am) 

For further information contact: Carol Wright at (630) 469-2165 or dcwright@flash.net  

 

Wood Dale    Advantage Clinic, 203 E. Irving Park Rd.  

Thursday 6:30 – 11:00 am (Contact Laura at 847-651-4877 or NWFL526@gmail.com) 

Tuesdays 6:30 – 11:00 am (Contact Frank: frankrice424@att.net) 

Saturdays  6:30 – 11:00 am (Contact Claudia: cbdasburg@sbcglobal.net or Sandy: nogotz@att.net) 

 

Des Plaines     American Women’s Medical Center, 110 S. River Rd,  

2nd Saturday, 9:00 – 10:00 am, Contact Phil: pzarob@sbcglobal.net 

3rd Saturday, 9:30 – 10:30 am, Contact Russell: 847-724-6344 or 

                                                                                           rlundsgaard@ameritech.net 

4th Saturday, 9:30 – 11:00 am, Contact Mary Ann: 847-526-7101 or MaryAnnFij@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

(NOTE:  All clinics listed are owned by noted abortionist Dr. Vinod Goyal except  

Planned Parenthood and American Women’s) 
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