
St Francis of Assisi Pastoral Council  
Meeting Minutes 

November 5, 2016 
 
 

Meeting was called to order at 9:40 am by Laurence Sevigny, Council Chair 
 
Opening prayer delivered by Father Jeff Statz 
 
Minutes from last meeting were reviewed and approved by the Council members for submission to the 
Parish website. 
 
New Business: 
 

1. Rectory Update was provided by Father Jeff.    There is interest to investigate the option of 
securing a rectory for our Parish.  The property of interest is located on 3A at the entrance of St 
Francis Way.  There are several considerations to be reviewed and discussed in the near future 
depending on the viability of this endeavor.   

 
2.  House Blessing letter:  Father Jeff wrote a letter which was sent out to approximately 3,000 

families offering a blessing for their home.  To date the Parish has received approximately 10-20 
responses requesting this service.  This is a positive response and the hope is to continue to 
book more visits as additional requests come into the Parish.   
 

Ministry Reports and Updates: 
 

1. Evangelization:  (Ron Piro)  Parish Retreat Summary 
 
- There was a good turn-out for the Retreat for both days.  There were a total of 67 adults and 

youth who attended the event.  Some people attended both days and others attended only 
one of the days.  The presider for the Retreat was Deacon Keith Strohom and the focus was 
on Forming Intentional Disciples by Sherry Weddell.   

 
- The following will briefly outline our mission.  A paradigm shift in our parish culture to align 

with Jesus’ mission to “make disciples of all nations”.  Upwards of 70% of cradle Catholics no 
longer attend weekly mass.  The opportunity to reach out to many of them is significant as 
most still pray and are seeking a better relationship with God.  Many people who have left 
our church have not left God.   

 

- Lack of discipleship is at the heart of the problem.  The heart of the Church involves a set of 
interlocking relationships of believers with Christ and with each other.  An intentional 
disciple is one who has made a PERSONAL ACT of faith and is actively in pursuit of wanting 
to know better the Jesus to whom he/she has entrusted him/herself.  Discipleship 
transforms lives:  they prioritize worship, prayer, service, giving, studying, discerning.  

 

- Intentional disciples evangelize.  The Church talks about evangelization in two ways:  The Act 
of Evangelization and the Process of Evangelization. The Stages of Evangelization Process: 



 

- 1.  Making Disciples:  Journeying through the thresholds 
 

- 2.  Maturing Disciples:  Rooting new disciples in the disciplines of following Christ. 
 

- 3. Missioning Disciples:  Equipping disciples to share Christ in the word and deed in a way 
that bears fruit. 

 

              In small groups it was discussed how the various ministries of our Parish address these 3 stages  
of the evangelization process.  Where did they think their ministry was in the 3 stages and what 
would they like to see happen/change to better align with our Parish mission.  
 
- A Reunion Meeting to review the Retreat is set for November 17th @ 6:30.  It will be Pot 

Luck.  
- Another point made during the Council meeting was the importance of starting where the 

person is at in the Evangelization Process.   
- How/where do our Parish Ministries fit into the 3 stages?  

1.  Assessing where the Ministry is at:  Laurence plans to meet with each of the Parish 
Ministry leaders to help them assess and understand this process 

2. Then the leaders can inform the rest of the Ministry on the process 
 
 
Sub Committee Reports: 
 

1. Confirmation Subcommittee:  (Kim Cushing)  An invitation was created and sent out to each of 
the First Communion recipients who would be eligible to begin Confirmation classes.  A total of 
60 invitations were delivered.  The next class will be December’s Family Formation night.  As of 
this time there were no new applicants.   

2. Advertising Reaching out to new families:   (Sharyn Pepe)   
a) Establish our target audience 

 
Active Parishioners:  People who attend mass regularly could be more involved in events. 
Current points of contact are:  Bulletin, at Mass, the gathering space, Facebook, newsletter, 
and website. 
1)Create FOMA utilizing language that creates a sense of urgency 
2)Incorporating more dynamic visuals in the Bulletin, Facebook, and website 
3)Include testimonials from parishioners, especially on the website and facebook 
4)Pursue new avenues for dispensing information 
 
Occasional Parishioners:  Holiday Mass and families who receive the sacraments but are 
generally not involved with Parish life. 
Current points of contact: occasional bulletin, Facebook, and website 
Repeat points 1 & 2 from above 
3)Create a feeling of inclusion:  personal invitations, perhaps something families can display 
on their property indicating that they are members of the Parish 
 



Potential Parishioners:  in the larger community; lapsed Catholics, newcomers to the area 
And people who may be interested in learning about the Catholic Faith.  
Current points of contact:  website, Facebook 
1) Increase outreach, perhaps secular events 
2) Mailing information to new homeowners 
3) More information to the community via Hudson/Litchfield news and the Litchfield 

Facebook page 
 

Further suggestions included be more inviting 
Name tag Sunday 

 
Guest Presenter:    Marc Lecerte 
 
 Marc is a member of the Knights of Columbus.  He created a pamphlet for the Knights that 
described the ministry to people who might be interested in joining the ministry.  He provided an 
example of the brochure to the Pastoral Council and has offered to create a similar brochure for each 
ministry of the parish to be displayed in the Vestibules of the church.  Donations from the ministries to 
help with the costs would be appreciated.   
 Laurence has offered to make a tiered rack to display the Parish information in a more orderly 
fashion making it more user friendly. 
 
 
Closing Prayer led by Father Jeff 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kim Cushing 
Pastoral Council Secretary 

 
 

 


