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Advent . . . Christmas . . . beyond . . .
A LOT of information for this important mailing.
❖ The great and holy Season of Advent begins in just a few short weeks (weekend of November
30th/December 1st). While so many will be challenged with preparing for the holidays, Advent
affords us the opportunity to

begin

anew by preparing our lives for all that the promise of

Christmas truly means.
❖

Your parish of Our Lady of Victory is prepared to help each member do just that, adding to the

spiritual practices that each household incorporates into their daily lives. Consider adding one, a few,
or several NEW spiritual practices and opportunities to your current spiritual practices during the
Season of Advent and beyond.
❖ Added to this year is the joy and excitement of marking the 75th Anniversary of the founding
of Our Lady
starting with

of Victory Parish and beginning a year of celebrating!

We will do just that

“31 Hours of Thanksgiving”
On Sunday, December

8th,

at the conclusion of the 11:00 AM Mass, the Blessed Sacrament will be

exposed, and the Church remain open for “31 Hours of Thanksgiving”, providing an
opportunity for each of us to spend time, in gratitude and thanksgiving and in the presence of the
Lord, for the blessings of the past 75

years and in anticipation of the blessings yet to be.
The “31 Hours of Thanksgiving”, will conclude shortly before the beginning of Mass
on Monday, December 9th, at 7:00 PM for the celebration of The Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and our liturgical
observance of our 75th Anniversary.
Sign-up Sheets will be found on Tables in the Church to keep watch, in prayer, gratitude and
thanksgiving of the Blessed Sacrament and with the Lord during this time. PLEASE, sign up today!

The Most Reverend Nelson J. Perez, Bishop of Cleveland
will preside and preach at Mass on Saturday, December 21st – 5:00 PM (Vigil for the Fourth
Sunday of Advent), followed by a Reception for all in Finnerty Hall. Family friendly finger
food, refreshments, and a sweet treat will be provided along with some other “surprises” for
parishioners and an opportunity to greet and meet the Bishop for picture taking. There will also be
an opportunity for people to write down favorite memories of Our Lady of Victory and share
memorabilia that will be put on display. More details on this later.

Be sure to bring family, friends and others to this celebration!

Loving GOD.
As the United States Bishops’ wrote in their Pastoral Letter on Stewardship: “For Catholics,
stewardship of time should include setting aside periods for family prayer, for the reading of Scripture,
for visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and for attendance at Mass during the week whenever this is
possible.”
Many find it difficult to find a quiet moment to spend with God. Family and work responsibilities
sometimes seem to take up every spare second. Without becoming good stewards of our time, prayer
just doesn’t happen. To become a more prayerful person, consider taking an inventory of how you
spend the 168 hours in the week to find which things may be less important than regular time spent
with God.

Advent is a great time to do just that and to find ways to make “first things first”.

Mass, Reconciliation, Bible Study, Prayer and more . . .
➢ Spend time with the Lord
❖ Mass – Monday thruThursday, 8:30 AM
❖ Weekend Masses – Saturday, 5:00 PM and Sunday, 9 and 11:00 AM

The Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and our
liturgical observance of our 75th Anniversary (please, see the preceding information)

❖ “31 Hours of Thanksgiving”/and the celebration of

➢ Encounter the Lord’s mercy and compassion
❖ Sacrament of Reconciliation – Saturdays, 9:00 AM
❖ Cluster Communal Reconciliation Celebration - Sunday, December 15th, 4:00 PM (Our Lady
of Victory Parish)

➢ Get to know the Lord
❖ Men’s Prayer/Bible Study Group – Wednesdays, 6:30 AM (Check the Bulletin for location)
❖ Additional Bible Study - Thursdays, 2:00-3:30 PM (Room 101 of the Parish Center)
❖ Rosary at 6:30 PM (in Church) - Wednesdays (during Advent, facilitated by members of the
Parish Respect Life Team) followed by
❖ Advent Evening Prayer December 4th, 11th and 18th, 7:00 PM
❖ Sign-up online at Dynamic Catholic for “The Best Advent Ever” (short and to the point daily
“spiritual helps”. Go to: https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever)
❖ Remember FORMED. If you are currently not enrolled, go to www.formed.org. Be sure to
search for Our Lady of Victory, Tallmadge, OH, and you can Register, if not already signedup, or simply sign-in, and thanks to a gift from the Diocese, this remains a “free-offering” to
all members. “The Catholic Faith on Demand”
➢ “Stand in the Gap” in prayer, supporting any who may be in need of being strengthened in
their relationship with the Lord or reconnecting with our Parish or the Church. At the
Tabernacle in Church you will find a box that contains names of any who may be in need of this
prayer, along with blank pieces of paper for someone to write down a new name and place it in
the box so that others may lift them up in prayer as well.

Loving GOD. Loving Others.

and Making
all rolled into one!

Disciples.

Join others in Church who are doing just this:

Mondays – 9:30 AM and 5:00 PM
Thursdays – 1:00 PM

+
+

Wednesdays – 1:00 and 6:00 PM
Fridays – 9:30 AM and 3:00 PM

Another opportunity for ALL members to “Stand in the Gap”

FIRST MONDAY

of each MONTH -

PRAYER and FASTING

offering these sacrifices to the Lord on behalf of any who may be in need of being strengthened in their
relationship with the Lord or reconnecting with our Parish or the Church! Imagine the power of these acts
of sacrifice multiplied by 100’s!! (Fast from a meal, your favorite food/drink, certain behaviors/activities).
“Stand in the Gap” prayer materials may be found on the Parish Website – www.ourladyofvictory.net.
➢ For all – help in sorting and transporting (to Good Neighbors) Christmas Gifts, etc., Sunday,
December 1st, following the 11:00 AM Mass (12:00 Noon).
Also –
help in stringing lights OUTSIDE, the Church on Saturday, December 14th, 10:00 AM.
help transport paper products and other items to Good Neighbors, Sunday, December 15th,
following the 11:00 AM Mass.
help prepare outdoor Luminaries for Christmas Eve/Christmas on Sunday, December 22nd, 1:00 PM.

➢ KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest – all school age
children/youth, grades K-12 (judging takes place on Saturday, December 14th). Posters displayed in
Finnerty Hall the weekend of December 14th/15th for all to see . . .

Volunteer Recognition – weekend of January 11th/12th – all Masses
(watch for further details in the Bulletin)
An Invitation to

Catholics Returning Home
begins Wednesday, January 15th, 7:00 PM – Parish Center Library

(See the following page in this flyer for further details.)

And the Holy Season of Christmas continues to offer us all excellent opportunities to

Love God. Love Others. Make Disciples.

Christmas-Time Masses
December 24th – Christmas Eve/Vigil of Christmas – 4:30 PM (enjoy the presence of our

Youth and Teen’s Christmas Choir . . . a great family celebration! Music with the
combined choirs begins at 4:00 PM)
December 24th – Christmas Eve/Vigil of Christmas – 10:00 PM
December 25th – Christmas Day – 10:00 AM
(December 26th – NO 8:30 AM morning Mass)
December 28th – 5:00 PM Mass (Vigil – Feast of the Holy Family)
December 29th – 9:00 and 11:00 AM Mass (Feast of the Holy Family)
December 31st – New Year’s Eve - 5:00 PM Mass followed by All-Night Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament (the Church will be open all night)
January 1st – New Year’s Day – 9:30 AM Morning Prayer and the Conclusion of All-Night
Exposition, followed immediately by Mass at 10:00 AM
(January 2nd – NO 8:30 AM morning Mass)
January 4th – 5:00 PM Mass (Vigil of the Epiphany of the Lord)
January 5th – 9:00 and 11:00 AM Mass (Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord)
January 11th - 5:00 PM Mass (Vigil of The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord/End of the
Season of Christmas)
January 12th – 9:00 and 11:00 AM Mass (The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord/End of the
Season of Christmas)
As always, to stay current with important Parish information, check the Parish Website
at www.ourladyofvictory.net, the Parish Facebook page, or the Church Bulletin (which
is also posted on the Website).
May the holy days ahead find us growing in holiness and our relationship with Jesus, Son
of God and Son of Mary, as together we support one another in our call to “Love GOD.
Love OTHERS. Make DISCIPLES”!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Mike

and Our Lady of Victory Staff

73 North Avenue ♦ Tallmadge, Ohio 44278
Phone: (330) 633-3637 ♦ Fax: (330) 633-6978
Website – www.ourladyofvictory.net

November, 2019
Dear parishioner:

Catholics Returning Home is a great opportunity for any seeking to strengthen their relationship with
Jesus Christ, seeking encouragement in becoming more connected with Christ and the Church, and/or seeking
to participate more fully in the Church. This invitation is also for any wishing to bring healing to their
relationships, whether with God, His Church, others or even within their own hearts.

If you know of someone who we might extend an invitation to, inviting them to return home to the
Catholic Church and draw closer to the Lord, please, cut the bottom portion of this letter off and pass it along to
them, or provide their contact information on the form, and return it to the Parish Office. We will then reach out
to them, letting them know that someone who cares deeply for them has asked that we extend this heartfelt and
prayerful invitation to Catholics Returning Home.
Please do not hesitate to contact me or Linda Herold at (330) 633-3637 for any additional information or
questions you or someone you know may have. In the meantime, let us pray together for all of us to draw closer
to Christ, putting Him at the center of our lives, and taking our rightful place in His Holy Catholic Church.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Mike
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------An Invitation to

Catholics Returning Home
begins Wednesday, January 15th, 7:00 PM – Parish Center Library
No matter how long one has been away or for whatever reason, you are invited to consider renewing your
relationship with the Catholic Church. You, and each and every person, are an important part of the faith
community of Our Lady of Victory, and, without each member, the community is incomplete. Please join with
others for informal sessions that we believe may help not only strengthen your relationship with Jesus Christ but
also renew and strengthen your relationship with the Catholic Church. Topics for these sessions are: Sharing our
Stories; Sharing Stories of Faith; Pope Francis and the Catholic Church Today; All About the Mass; The
Creed: What Catholics Really Believe, and, Reconciliation . . . Why Bother?
The format is a relaxed and friendly one. Come for all or part of these Wednesday evening sessions. Here you
will find an open door, and a warm welcome! (Sessions begin Wednesday, January 15th, followed by January
22nd, 29th, February 5th, 12th, and 19th. BABYSITTING WILL BE PROVIDED FOR THOSE WHO NEED
IT.)

Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________ Email: __________________________________

In addition to information early on in this mailing, a group of parishioners has been
meeting to brainstorm, vision, plan a variety of events/activities for this year of
celebration. As these become solidified, we will continue to communicate these events
and activities intended to take place over the next 12 months. In addition to Fr. Mike,
Linda Herold, Joanne Pasko and Josh Arbogast (Parish Pastoral Staff members), this
group includes: Sally Buzzelli, Dave and Sue Kline, Marianne Palmer, Ken and Beth
Rusinoff, Jerry and Julie Sisko, Linda Tilenni, Jerry and Julie Sisko, and Mark and Mary
Beth Van Winkle.
➢ In the meantime, we invite each member to share your “MEMORIES” and your
stories of Our Lady of Victory. Simply write them down and place them in an
envelope marked “75th Anniversary Team”, and either drop the envelope
in the Collection Basket, bring it by the Parish Center Offices, or mail it to the
Parish Center Offices. You can also email “MEMORIES” to:
75thAnniversary@ourladyofvictory.net. We want to hear from you so we can
share YOUR memories with others! If you know of “vocations” (clergy, religious)
from the Parish, let us know; if you, or someone you know, has been registered
from the beginning (or near beginnings) of the Parish, let us know.
➢ Perhaps you have some old pictures that you would be willing to share with
others in the Parish. Again, place these in an envelope marked “75th
Anniversary Team”, either drop them in the Collection Basket, bring them
to the Parish Center Offices or mail them. PLEASE, be certain to mark your name,
address and phone number on the back of any pictures so that, should you want
these returned to you, we will be able to do so.
➢ While additional “memorabilia” items are being considered (example: Window
Clings with Our Lady of Victory Statue on them), remember you may order a
variety of apparel items (see the enclosed Order Form). To allow for delivery in
time for Christmas, ALL orders must be received by us no later than December 1st.
You may purchase these on-line via Faith Direct, should you choose to do so (and
pay
with
a
credit
card
there)
by
going
to:
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/3781

➢ Some of the other events/activities/actions that have been proposed thus far (in
addition to a variety of “spiritual” opportunities throughout the coming year) are:
❖ Celebration of a Mass sometime in the coming year with clergy and others who
have ministered at Our Lady of Victory
❖ Outreach opportunities as a “parish community” throughout the year in
support of various local charities
❖ A “spring” or “summer” time family/fun event (a festival, large picnic, and
other such events are being considered)
❖ A Parish “Open House” for the community
❖ The start of a “Victory” garden
❖ A new “Parish Photo Directory”
❖ And more . . .

Stay tuned. Information will be shared as proposals are solidified, calendared and
planned. Have an idea/thought? Email us at: 75thAnniversary@ourladyofvictory.net.
There is so much to be thankful for and so much to celebrate. 75 years is a long time,
and truly we have been blessed! For any who wish to mark this Anniversary and year
in a special way, an envelope is included in this mailing: “In thanksgiving for 75 years of
Loving God . . . Loving Others . . . Making Disciples”. All contributions received will
help, in part, to cover Anniversary year Expenses and other parish needs.

To order/pay with Faith Direct, login to your Faith Direct Account and follow (3) – (8), or, if no account:
(1) Go to www.faithdirect.net.
(2) Enter Church Code “OH669” (3) Select “Events”
(4) Select “Register” on that page.
(5) Complete your Order.
(6) “Continue Registration”
(7) “Complete Registration”, etc. (8) Pay with Credit Card or Bank Account. It’s that easy.

