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1st Reading:      Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 

- “Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end, her guild is 
expiated . . . A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the Lord!  
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!  Every valley shall 
be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; . . . Then the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.  Go up . . . cry out at the top of your voice, 
Jerusalem, herald of good news!  Fear not to cry out and say . . . Her is 
your God!  Here comes with power the Lord God who rules by his strong 
arm; . . . Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the 
lambs, . . . “ 

 
Responsorial Psalm:    Psalm 85 – Sung 
 
2nd Reading:      2 Peter 3:8-14 
 

- “Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years and a thousand years like one day.  The Lord does not 
delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is patient with you, not 
wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, . . . what sort of persons ought 
you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and 
hastening . . . But according to his promise we await a new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, since you 
await these things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish before 
him, at peace.” 
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GOSPEL:      MARK 1:1-8 
 

- “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. . . . As it is 
written in Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you; he will prepare your way.  A voice of one crying out in the desert: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”  John the Baptist . . 
. proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. . . . all . . 
wer being baptized by him . . . as they acknowledged their sins.  John was 
clothed . . . And this is what he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming 
after me.  I am not worthy . . . I have baptized you with water; he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”” 
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I. This was the week when Time magazine, once again,  
selected their “Person of the Year”.  As Time has done on 
occasion prior to 2017, the “Person” was really “many 
persons” . . . mostly women . . . and some men . . . who, in 
the midst of what some have called a revolution of sorts, 
have come forward and spoken out with regard to 
incidences of assault and harassment they allege to have 
been the victims of such actions from others.  Time 
magazine labels these women and men as “The Silence 
Breakers” . . .  
 
 That such incidences are being made public at this 
time . . . that so much of the news and media seems to be 
constantly filled with reports of such incidences at this time 
. . . that the silence is now being broken regarding 
incidences of assault and harassment at this time, should 
not be foreign nor surprising to us, as some 14 years ago, 
public allegations of many years of abuse in our own 
Church, the victims of which were minors, and the alleged 
abusers clergy, religious and other trusted leaders in our 
Church.   
 
 We are once again reminded that when the silence 
is broken, things cannot remain the same . . . and, as is 
the case with these two examples, must NOT remain the 
same! 
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II. The prophet Isaiah first breaks the silence of  
despair and hopelessness . . . “A voice cries out:  In the 
desert prepare the way of the Lord!” Valleys are to be filled 
in . . . mountains and hills are to be made low . . . the 
landscape of life is to be completely transformed . . . “Then 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall 
see it together;”.   

 

John the Baptist echoes Isaiah, and once again, even 
more definitively, breaks the silence of all that has 
separated humanity from God, “proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins . . .” and then . . . 
then, declaring that it will be the very Lord for whom we 
must prepare a way . . . for whom we must make straight 
paths” . . . the one who is mightier than Isaiah . . . the one 
who is mightier than John . . . mightier than you . . . me . . . 
than all of humanity . . . the one who will baptize “with the 
Holy Spirit” . . . giving to ALL who come to believe the 
VOICE they will need to break the silence of all that holds 
us back from hearing the only voice that matters . . . the 
voice of Christ. 

 

Isaiah . . . John the Baptist . . . these are among the 
critical voices of Advent challenging us to clear things 
away . . . to be attentive . . . prepared . . . alert . . . voices 
that, centuries ago, broke the silence that separated us 
from God, and amid the voices of anger, hatred, 
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discrimination, prejudice, violence and terror . . . voices of 
abuse, assault, harassment . . . voices of dissension and 
rejection . . . voices of grief and pain . . . persevered in 
being the voices necessary so that you and I and others 
might, today, hear the only voice that matters . . . the one 
Isaiah pointed to . . . the one John the Baptist spoke of . . . 
Christ . . .  

 

III. In a few short weeks, once again, we will be reminded  
in the Gospel of John on Christmas morning that “In the 
beginning was the Word” . . . the “Word” God spoke . . . 
Christ is that very Word! 

 

 Christ . . . the very Word made flesh . . . the Word 
that dwells among us . . . and breaks the silence of 
despair and hopelessness . . . Christ, whose voice 
speaks good news . . . Christ, whose voice is the only 
voice that can be trusted among all other voices . . . who 
speaks light in our darkness . . . healing amid our pain 
. . . wholeness in place of our brokenness . . . Christ . . 
. who breaks the silence and restores our relationship 
with God . . .  

 

 May we not only be attentive to the voice of Christ . . 
. but become His voice . . . in the words we speak . . . in 
the actions we take . . . breaking the silence of despair 
and hopelessness and being the voice of good news . . .  
heard above all other voices . . .   


