
The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Year A – 

28/29 October 2017 –  

National Priesthood Sunday/Coffee and Donuts 

after Sunday Masses – 

Our Lady of Victory Parish Community –  

HOMILY 
 

1st Reading:       Exodus 22:20-26 
 

- “Thus says the Lord: “You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for 
you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.  You 
shall not wrong any widow or orphan . . . If you lend money to one 
of your poor neighbors among my people, you shall not act like an 
extortioner toward him by demanding interest from him.  If you take 
your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, you shall return it to him before 
sunset; . . . for I am compassionate . . . “ 

 
Responsorial Psalm:     Psalm 18 – Sung 
 
2nd Reading:       1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10 
 

- “And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the 
word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became a model for all the believers . . . For from you the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth . . . but in every place your faith in God 
has gone forth, . . . . “ 

 
GOSPEL:       MATTHEW 22:34-40 
 

- “When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a scholar of 
the law, . . . “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest? . . . You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and 
the first commandment.  The second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  The whole law and the prophets depend on 
these two commandments.” 
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I. Last week, the question posed by the Sadducees  
and their cohorts, the Herodians, to Jesus in an 
attempt to “dupe” him . . . “entrap” him was, whether 
or not a good, faithful son of Israel should pay the 
Census tax to Ceasar . . . and this week . . . the 
Pharisees, also with less than honest motives have 
one of the “scholars of the law” try again . . . 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” 
 
 For a moment, my high school and college days 
came back to me . . . and the use of “Cliffnotes” that, 
yes, I used at times when I was convinced that I just 
did not have time to read the whole book assigned . . . 
so, I wanted a “quick” version and an “easy” way . . .  
 

Given that the Pharisees “identified 613 
commandments in the Torah, the question posed by 
the “scholar of the law” can be understandable . . . I 
can remember times when I found it difficult to 
remember where I put my keys.  I can only imagine 
how difficult it might be for even the most faithful child 
of Israel to remember all of the commandments . . . 
But, this was a scholar of the law . . . so he knew . . . 
and, I suspect . . . because he knew, he was even 
more surprised by Jesus’ answer! 
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Not one commandment . . . but two . . . actually, 
three . . . are the greatest . . . “You shall love the Lord, 
your God” . . . number one . . . “with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind . . . This is 
the greatest . . . and the first . . .”, BUT, the second is 
like it: “You shall love your neighbor . . . number two 
. . . as yourself . . . yes . . . number three. 

 
Remember: Jesus will not be duped . . . He will 

not be entrapped, nor will He allow the believer . . . 
the true disciple . . . to honor or live a life of anything 
less than this . . .  

 
Are any of us completely there, yet?  Perhaps, 

not . . . but, as our Parish Mission Statement states, 
this great commandment of Jesus is our mission . . . 
our focus . . . “Love God . . . Love others . . .”, and, 
honoring that . . . living that, so that each of us can 
work at “Making disciples.”   
 

“To say that we love God and not to love others,” 
or, failing to love ourselves, “is following only a portion 
the commandment.  And following [a portion of] “the 
commandment is not following the commandment at 
all.” There is no “Cliffnotes” version of this . . . Jesus 
is not entering into negotiations with us as to what 
portion we are able to follow . . . He is calling us to a  
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particular way of living . . . one that He, himself, 
modeled. 
 
II. This love Jesus commands is not a noun . . . it is  
not merely “labeling something we possess about 
someone or something else . . . nor is it naming a 
particular activity we might enter into.”  This love 
Jesus commands is a verb . . . expressed through 
“action” on the part of His listeners . . . action on our 
part, as believers.   
 

The first reading helps clarify this. . . putting flesh 
on, as well as, supporting these commands: “Thus 
says the Lord: “You shall not molest or oppress an 
alien, . . . You shall not wrong any widow or orphan . . 
. If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors 
among my people, you shall not act like an extortioner 
. . .  If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, you 
shall return it to him before sunset; . . . for I am 
compassionate . . .” 

“A Greek philosopher, Aristides, who was not a 
Christian, living in Athens in 125 C.E. . . . about a 
hundred years after Jesus’ death, wrote a letter to the 
emperor Hadrian describing the Christians in the city 
of Athens.”  Aristides wrote: 
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“Christians love one another.  They never fail to help 
widows.  They save orphans from those who would 
hurt them.  If one of them has something, he gives 
freely to the one who has nothing without boasting.  If 
they see a stranger, Christians take him home and 
are happy as though he were a real brother.  And if 
they hear that one of them is in jail or persecuted for 
professing the name of their redeemer, they all give 
him what he needs and, if it is possible to redeem 
him, they set him free.  And if there is among them 
any poor or naked, if they have no spare food, they 
fast for two or three days in order to supply the needy. 
Truly, this is a new people and there is something 
divine in them.” 
 

Aristides saw Jesus’ great command . . . 
commandments . . . in action, as a verb . . . 
something of divine origin in the lived expression of 
the Christians living in Athens at that time . . . 
Aristides saw this because he saw how they loved 
others. 

 
III. I have been truly blessed to hear stories, more  
than once . . . about someone very young to some 
others not quite as young, who, visiting and praying 
with this faith community, commented afterward of 
how they “wanted what they have” . . .  
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The way each of us lives our lives will be the best 
evangelization we will ever manifest for others about 
just what we do have . . . in God, through Christ, and 
by the power of the Spirit . . . May Jesus’ great 
commandments never be, for us . . . for others . . . a 
noun . . . but always, ALWAYS, a verb . . . leading 
others to Love God . . . Love others . . . and Make 
disciples. 
 


