
Sunday, March 11, 2018
Light of the World

Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6 –7, 10 –13a; Psalm 
23:1– 3a, 3b – 4, 5, 6; Ephesians 5:8 –14; John 9:1– 41. Today 
we celebrate the Second Scrutiny with the elect and hear the 
story of the man born blind. In the chapter preceding this 
Gospel account, Jesus calls himself “the light of the world” 
(8:12). This is a primary image as we ponder the Gospel. 
During the time of Jesus, sickness was thought to be a pun-
ishment for sins. In the Gospel narratives, disease is inter-
woven into the stories of those who are marginalized or 
outcasts from the community. Those pushed to the margins 
of society often live in darkness and go unnoticed. Jesus’ 
ministry is one of healing and bringing people back to the 
community, back to the flock. When Jesus heals the blind 

man, he not only cures his blindness, but he also reveals to 
him God’s saving power. Jesus brought light into this man’s 
life and because he has been made clean, he can rejoin the 
community. This Gospel tells of faith. Once the man is 
healed, he comes to know Jesus, the Messiah, and boldly 
claims that he believes. 

During these final days of Lent, think about all the blind 
spots that keep you from seeing God’s saving power. Ask that 
Jesus will heal those areas of your life that hold you in sin. 
When we name our sin and seek forgiveness, the Holy Spirit 
fills us to go forth and boldly proclaim, “I do believe, Lord.” 
How can you reach out to the “blind” in your community? 

Light of the World
Good and gracious God,
in your mercy you called your people out 

of darkness
to live as children of the light.
Open our eyes that we may see 

your Christ.
Give us courageous hearts 
so our lives may bear witness to the 

Light of the World, 
and strength to walk with those who 

struggle in darkness. 
Rouse us from our sleep 
and teach us the path of righteousness 

and truth.
Keep us from fruitless works.
Bind up our wounds 
and with your loving touch, heal us 

from all sin.
May your Holy Spirit,
fall upon us and brighten all our days
as we, your anointed children, profess 

your saving power.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
(Year A)
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 12
Healed
When we reflect on Scripture, we consider not only physical 
healing but spiritual transformations. The first thing you 
might notice in the Gospel is that the official’s son is healed, 
but that is not the end of the story. When the son is healed, 
the man “came to believe.” The Psalm provides a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the times we have been rescued/healed by 
God. Make a list of those times God has been with you and 
healed you. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 65:17– 21; Psalm 30:2 
and 4, 5 – 6, 11–12a and 13b; John 4:43 – 54. 

Tuesday, March 13
Living Water
As you reflect on today’s readings, keep Baptism in mind. 
Water is a mighty force of nature. It can nourish our bodies 
and the ground or destroy everything in its path. In Baptism, 
everything unclean in us is destroyed and we are nourished 
with the Living Water. Ezekiel’s vision tells of the abundance 
where the river flows. Christ is the Living Water that brings 
us life. Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 47:1– 9, 12; Psalm 46:2 – 3, 
5 – 6, 8 – 9; John 5:1–16.

Wednesday, March 14
Jesus, the Son of God
In the Gospel, Jesus tells the people that he is the Son of God 
and that the time will come when all will be raised to new 
life. As in the First Reading, where Isaiah prophesies about 
the day of the Lord, Jesus too promises that the dead who 
have done good will hear and have life. How well have you 
responded to God’s voice this Lenten season? God is truly 
gracious and merciful. Open your hearts to his Word. Write 
about or draw the images that come to mind after reading the 
Gospel. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 49:8 –15; Psalm 145:8 – 9, 
13cd –14, 17–18; John 5:17– 30.

Thursday, March 15
Golden Calf
The First Reading once again highlights God’s profound 
mercy for his loved ones. The Israelites have crafted a golden 
calf to worship. They have lost faith in God and turned away 
from him. We too struggle to remain faithful, especially 
when we feel lost, alone, or afraid. Moses helped the people 
see God’s presence. Who helps you see God’s presence? 
Know that no matter the sin, God will not shower wrath 
upon you but will call you home and wait patiently for your 
loving gaze. Make a list of the “golden calves” in your 
life and offer them up in prayer. Today’s Readings: Exodus 
32:7–14; Psalm 106:19 – 20, 21– 22, 23; John 5:31– 47.

Friday, March 16
The Wisdom of God
Though written long before the time of Christ, the First 
Reading describes how those who reject Jesus’ wisdom plot-
ted to kill him. Wickedness blinds our hearts to see what is 
good and righteous. It sets us on a path of destruction. By his 
Death and Resurrection, Jesus confronts sin and death so that 
we might have life. Do we have ears to hear and hearts to 
learn the wisdom of God? Invite a wisdom figure from your 
life to coffee or tea. Today’s Readings: Wisdom 2:1a, 12 – 22; 
Psalm 34:17–18, 19 – 20, 21 and 23; John 7:1– 2, 10, 25 – 30.

Saturday, March 17
Refuge
During these final days of Lent, listen carefully to the 
refrain of the Psalm. In times of pain and weakness, God is 
truly our refuge. This Lenten season may have revealed the 
blind spots within our hearts, but all should know that 
sin cannot take hold when we seek refuge in God. Allow 
God’s mercy to wash over you and ask for God’s justice. Pray 
today for all those who seek refuge and safety. Today’s 
Readings: Jeremiah 11:18 – 20, Psalm 7:2 – 3, 9bc –10, 11–12; 
John 7:40 – 53.


