
Sunday, March 18, 2018
Come Out

Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 37:12 –14; Psalm 130:1– 2, 3 – 4, 
5 – 6, 7– 8; Romans 8:8 –11; John 11:1– 45. Today, the parish 
celebrates the Third Scrutiny with the elect. The scrutinies 
are to help uncover all that is weak and sinful in order to 
heal and strengthen all that is good within those preparing 
for the Easter sacraments. The three scrutinies aid the elect 
in their preparations for recognizing all that is dead within 
them so they will be ready to rise with Christ when they are 
baptized at the Easter Vigil. On that night, the elect are 
called from the tomb to share in eternal life. The baptized 
recall they, too, have been summoned from the grave to live 
in the light of Christ. The waters of Baptism untie and 
release the bonds of sin and death. 

Ezekiel shares God’s promise to rescue Israel from the 
grave and return his people to their land. God’s promise is 
fulfilled in the death and Resurrection of Christ. Christ 
is the one who opens the grave and frees us from death. He 
is the one who looks into our hearts and heals and strength-
ens it. Jesus tells Martha that he is “the resurrection and the 
life.” Sit with that phrase for a moment. Consider how pro-
found this statement would have sounded to those gathered 
to mourn Lazarus. During these final days of Lent, listen 
carefully for the voice of Christ, who says, “Come out!” 
Jesus is calling each of us from the darkness of the grave. 
Allow his Spirit to fill you and renew you. 

Boldly Confess
God of power and might,
by crushing death on the Cross, 

your Son, Jesus,
revealed your majesty and restored us 

to life.
We humbly ask that you protect us from 

sin and death
and keep us from turning away 

from you.
Break open the tomb of our hearts
and fill it once again with your Spirit.
Show mercy to those in exile because 

of sin
and enlighten their journey to your 

warm embrace.
Send your Holy Spirit to strengthen 

our faith
and rouse us to share the Good News
so others might know that 
“with the Lord there is mercy and 

fullness of redemption.”
And on that final day, may we be 

granted eternal life. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
(Year A)
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 19
Solemnity of St. Joseph
Only a few passages in Scripture provide a glimpse into the 
person of St. Joseph. His care for Jesus and the Blessed Virgin 
speaks volumes about his character and devotion to God. As 
you reflect on the Gospel today, pay attention to the words or 
images that stir within you. What do they invite you to under-
stand about Joseph? Consider taking part in a St. Joseph table 
in your community. Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:4 – 5a, 
12 –14a, 16; Psalm 89:2 – 3, 4 – 5, 27 and 29; Romans 4:13, 
16 –18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 18 – 21, 24a or Luke 2:41– 51a.

Tuesday, March 20
Son of Man
The desert of the Lenten season might find us complaining 
as did the children of Israel. Our parched hearts yearn for 
drink. In the desolation of the desert our hearts and minds 
can be free to seek God. The First Reading foreshadows the 
life-giving event of Christ’s death and Resurrection. Just as 
the serpent was raised and healed the Israelites, so too was 
the Son of Man raised so that whoever believes in him will 
be saved. What have you learned in the desert this season? 
Plant some seedlings, nurture them in the coming days, and 
watch your desert bloom. Today’s Readings: Numbers 
21:4 – 9; Psalm 102:2 – 3, 16 –18, 19 – 21; John 8:21– 30.

Wednesday, March 21
Fiery Furnace
The three men in the First Reading refuse to worship the 
idol. They had faith that God would protect them from death 
in the furnace. Even the king is transformed when he learns 
of the angel of the Lord walking among them and protecting 
them. The Psalm response, “Glory and praise for ever,” is a 
portion of the song of praise the men sing. Pray the Psalm at 
mealtime and name something for which you would like to 
praise God. Today’s Readings: Daniel 3:14 – 20, 91– 92, 95; 
Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; John 8:31– 42.

Thursday, March 22
I AM
Today’s Gospel presents another encounter between Jesus 
and the Jews. The passage helps to affirm the divinity of 
Jesus once again, even though his audience struggles to 
understand. For the third time in John’s Gospel Jesus says, 
“I AM.” By saying this, Jesus equates himself with God. 
This was radical and not well-received. Jesus truly reveals 
God to us. Place yourself in the story. What do you hear? 
What do you see? Today’s Readings: Genesis 17:3 – 9; Psalm 
105:4 – 5, 6 –7, 8 – 9; John 8:51– 59.

Friday, March 23
Son of God
Jesus’ adversaries question whether he is truly the Messiah. 
Jesus skillfully explains that he is the Son of God. He won-
ders why the works he performed are not proof enough that 
he reveals the one true God. The Jews in John’s Gospel 
account think this is blasphemous and try to arrest him once 
again. The end of the Gospel reminds us that Jesus’ ministry 
reveals God’s power and so many come to know God. At the 
Stations of the Cross this evening, meditate on how Jesus did 
the work of the Father as he carried the cross. Today’s 
Readings: Jeremiah 20:10 –13; Psalm 18:2 – 3a, 3bc – 4, 5 – 6, 7; 
John 10:31– 42.

Saturday, March 24
One Nation
Ezekiel paints a great picture of what life will be when all 
heed God’s voice. In Christ, God will gather all peoples unto 
himself. God will heal them and restore them to life. They 
will flourish and God will dwell among them. This is a hope-
ful image. No matter how far away we are, God promises 
to bring us home and make us holy. As the week ends, 
think about how you will observe Holy Week. Today’s 
Readings: Ezekiel 37:21– 28; Jeremiah 31:10, 11–12abcd, 13; 
John 11:45 – 56.


