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Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy) 

Reading I: Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 
Reading II: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Gospel:  John 20:19-31 
 

Mercy springs from the passion of love. Love for the other urges both God and we his children to act in 

kindness and compassion, to heal and to save, to give others a second chance especially when we believe that 

they don’t deserve it. And, as we live in love we move from unbelief to belief. From woundedness to 

wholeness. From fear to peace. 

St. John in his Gospel today has us revisit the very familiar encounter that the newly risen Christ had with his 

disciples on the evening of the first day of the week. Here we see our Lord’s followers fearfully gathered 

behind locked doors there trying to take in and comprehend the events of their past few days. Tremendous 

suffering, the bloody and agonizing death of a person they had placed their hopes in and now word of 

resurrected life! How can this all be?  

Our Lord, knowing their confusion and hope, chooses to single out one of the twelve, Thomas, to help bring 

understanding to the minds and peace to the hearts of all who gathered that evening in the Upper Room.  

How blessed are we that St. Thomas missed that first encounter with his Risen Lord! For through Thomas we 

can now, in some ways, consider this great saint to be the spiritual father of anyone who has ever questioned, 

or wondered, or doubted. He speaks for anyone who has ever wrestled with faith—anyone who has ever been 

challenged to believe the unbelievable or find credible the incredible. 

In a sense, Thomas speaks for all of us at one time or another. He speaks for us when our prayer life is weak, 

when doubt is strong, when fear and mistrust overwhelm us. Anyone who has ever struggled with faith, or felt 

distant from God, can find a kindred spirit in St. Thomas. 

And that’s why this Gospel passage is so critical and relevant—especially today, Divine Mercy Sunday. The 

story’s power doesn’t lie solely in the fact that Thomas came to believe – that he was moved to exclaim, “My 

Lord and my God.” But it’s how the transformation happened. It’s about how mercy, in Spirit and in the Flesh, 

manifested itself that day. 

In today’s Gospel account, Jesus first appeared to the apostles when Thomas wasn’t there —and Thomas, as 

we heard, was doubtful. He didn’t buy into the idea of resurrection. It sounded too good to be true. “Show 

me,” he said. 
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So, Jesus appeared a second time. This time, Thomas was there. He saw and believed. And that belief came 

about for one reason: and that’s because Jesus mercifully gave someone in need – one who questioned, 

wondered or doubted – another chance. 

Our Lord offered Thomas another opportunity—a way back from doubt to faith. He knew what was lacking in 

Thomas – what he as a weak human being needed. So, Jesus, the font of Divine Mercy, returned to that Upper 

Room a second time in a gesture of blessed compassion that left one man profoundly changed. Thomas that 

day moved from unbelief to belief. From woundedness to wholeness. From fear to peace. From a skeptic to a 

saint.  

Our Lord didn’t give up on Thomas. And he doesn’t give up on us. God is waiting for us. Mercy is waiting to 

touch us and move us.  

We know and profess that mercy is one of God’s greatest attributes – defining clearly who and what he is. But, 

what exactly is this thing we call “mercy?” 

• Mercy is the willingness to help those in need simply because they are in need.  

• Mercy is always connected with our loving Father God who is merciful. And, when love encounters 

suffering, poverty, brokenness and sin, it mercifully takes action to do something about it. Mercy is 

love going out to misery. 

• Divine mercy is an ongoing, constant activity. God is not merciful once in some dramatic way and then 

forgetful of his children. Rather, God saves, helps and continues to help.   

• And the pinnacle of a definition of divine mercy? Our beloved Lord, Jesus the Christ, the Risen One is 

the face of our Father God's mercy. More than just an attribute of God, Divine Mercy is a person – the 

Divine Mercy takes on human flesh in Jesus Christ. And, when God's mercy rises within the compassion 

of Christ – good happens: People are healed, the blind see, the lame walk, the suffering know they are 

loved, the doubtful are moved to certainty, belief and trust.  

Yes, God’s essence is mercy. And that’s so because he understands. He’s bled. He’s cried out in pain. He’s been 

pierced. He’s been broken. He knows what we are going through, and has the scars to show for it. 

And because of the scars that Jesus bears to this day, his heart that once poured out water and blood now 

pours out for us the font of the Father’s mercy. Christ’s appearance in the Upper Room two-thousand years 

ago reminds Thomas, and reminds the world, that his wounds are not the end of the story. Not for Jesus. Not 

for us. 
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Thomas became a true believer that day in the Upper Room when Jesus in his blessed compassion gave him a 

second chance that brought healing and peace. What about us? As Jesus reveals his wounds to us, aren’t we 

who have been profoundly touched by the mercy of God called to follow his model and be merciful to one 

another? 

Because God is lovingly merciful we, his children, are called to be expressions of that mercy. Relationship with 

God always implies relationship among people. Since we’ve been created in the image and likeness of God, 

human mercy is an expression of the divine mercy.  

Thomas learned on that fateful day two-thousand years ago that mercy springs from the passion of love. The 

great saint came to know, too, that love for the other urges both God and his children to act in kindliness and 

compassion when it encounters suffering, poverty, brokenness and sin. To go and meet misery head on and to 

heal and to save.  

Our Lord’s words and actions in the Upper Room with St. Thomas and the other disciples reveals more than a 

God who just wants us to believe. They reveal a God who is faithful and loving. A God of forgiveness, 

gentleness and tenderness. Christ’s words and actions reveal a God of mercy who longs for us to become a 

people of mercy. 


