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Dear Gesu Community,

I had originally written a letter about the 
Real Presence in the Eucharist for this 
issue, but given how the world has changed, 
we will put that off  for a future issue.

March 19th was the Feast of  St. Joseph. 
In the Gospel, Joseph is told not to be 
afraid. Instead, he is asked to embrace 

the new and challenging reality ahead. His trust that God would be 
with him in this new journey gave him hope to face the unknown. 
The Gospels do not tell us much about how Joseph and Mary 
faced the uncomfortable reality of  their new life. However, we do 
know that by trusting in God’s goodness, they ensured that the Good 
News, the Son of  God, would come into the world, and that His 
presence would be the true light that would guide those who dwell 
in the shadow of  death.  

I believe that is exactly what God is asking us to do today. We are 
all Josephs and Marys. God wants us to trust that through our ac-
tions and the life we live right now, we can ensure for ourselves and 
for others that His light will dispel the darkness that surrounds us.  

As every institution and community adjusts to this new reality, 
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FROM THE PASTOR
Gesu is no different. At our school, our wonderful faculty and 
staff  are working to make sure our children receive the very best 
instruction and spiritual care. Their dedication to the mission of  
Catholic education is on display now more than ever. They are 
helping the light shine in our darkness!

At the parish level, our pastoral team is working hard to re-imagine 
how we help people and how we minister during this unusual time. 
Our website, www.churchofthegesu.org, now has Sunday Mass and 
the Gospel of  the day with a short reflection. Though they can 
never replicate the experience of  gathering in community, I am 
very pleased with the response we have received from our parish-
ioners to these recordings. We are also offering ways to help our 
families pray and learn together. We are trying to ensure that all of  
us have the spiritual resources we need to face the road ahead. 
Everyone here wants to offer hope and light to the Gesu Commu-
nity. I am extremely grateful for the Parish staff  and volunteers. 
They are true disciples and are here for you.

Today each of  us is called to be like Mary, to be like Joseph and to 
trust  – with great humility – that God will work through us so that 
His Light will shine in our darkness.

God bless,

Karl J. Kiser, SJ
Pastor

Members of  the 2020 Mardi Gras committee celebrate a successful evening. Read more on page 9.
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Each year, thousands of  individuals around the world are bap-
tized into the Catholic Church and/or celebrate the Sacraments 
of  Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. This is the culmination of  
the Rite of  Christian Initiation of  Adults (RCIA), the process 
through which individuals explore the Catholic faith with a view 
towards joining the Church. Sponsors accompany these individuals 
during their journey to the sacraments. At Gesu, a team of  five staff  
members and parishioners facilitates the RCIA process, and many 
additional parishioners and staff  assist along the way. Each year, 
John Carroll University students join Gesu parish at the Vigil, even 
though they explore Catholicism through a separate program at the 
University coordinated by two members of  the Campus Ministry 
staff. The Church of  the Gesu welcomes five catechumens and 
three candidates this year! One additional baptized Catholic will 
also celebrate the sacrament of  Confirmation. We are inspired and 
blessed by their presence among us and invite you to pray for them 
and their sponsors as they continue the RCIA journey. 

Meet the Catechumens and their Sponsors 
Catechumens will celebrate all three sacraments of  initiation: 
Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist.

Victoria Brown – Nancy Taylor    
Sam Thomas – Jim Meyers and Tina Valdez-Meyers
Barb and Frank Pines – Jan and Jim Grover        
Kari Tomeny (JCU graduate student) – Dominic Santora, Jr. 

WELCOME NEW CHURCH MEMBERS!
By Marcia Leous 

Meet the Candidates and their Sponsors 
Candidates have already been baptized into another Christian faith tradition 
and will celebrate the sacraments of  Confirmation and Eucharist.

John Cameron (JCU ‘22) – Abigail Snyder   
Lauri Strimkovsky – Ed Peck
Max Ciccarello (JCU ‘22) – Declan Leary

Meet the Confirmandi
This baptized Catholic will celebrate the sacrament of  Confirmation.  

Sarah Brown (JCU ‘23) – Catherine Reikowski

Meet the RCIA Teams
Marcia Leous    Andrea Bianchini, SJ (JCU) 
Deacon Jim O’Donnell  Kathleen Sardon (JCU) 
Mark Phillips
Karen and Vic Turk

When you cannot receive the Eucharist, 
whether you are far from a church, no 
Mass is available, or – as is now the case 
– the Church has temporarily suspended 
public Masses for the health and safety 
of  all, there are several prayers that you 
can use to ask for a “spiritual commu-

nion” with Jesus. Here is one of  them:

O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons. I 
believe that your divine Son became human and died for our sins, and that, at 
the Last Supper, he gave his followers bread and wine that he declared were 
truly his Body and Blood, and asked them to do this with one another “in 
remembrance of ” him.

Lord, I truly wish that I could receive you in the Blessed Sacrament today, but 
since I cannot, I beg you to come to me. Nourish my heart and my soul.
I truly believe that you always wish to offer yourself  to me and for me, and I 
accept the holy nourishment in the way that you give yourself  to me today.

Thank you, Lord, for your presence in the Eucharist, and thank you today for 

your presence in my life. I always want and need the strength that you will give 
me today. Please be with me this day, and always, and allow me to be a sign of  
your love and mercy in the world today.

Bless all Creation with your love and mercy, and bless your Church with the 
eternal presence of  the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Whenever we invite the Lord to care for us, to nourish us and to 
be with us, if  we do so in faith, we trust that – in his love – the 
Lord will come to us, give us his grace and that he will abide in our 
hearts. We trust in God’s care for us, even in these difficult days.  

Let us pray always for those families whose members are ill or who 
have loved ones who have died, and let us also pray in thanks-
giving for those who care for and treat the ill. Pray too for all the 
members of  the Church and for loved ones who are in need of  
reassurance that God never stops loving them and never stops 
forgiving them.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
By Fr. Michael A. Vincent, SJ 
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SUMMER 2020
All aboard the Rocky railway: 

the epic adventure in your child’s life 
This year’s VBS adventure is just the ticket! Have your 
kids climb aboard this faith-filled adventure for moun-
tains of fun at Rocky Railway! Each day at Rocky Railway 
VBS, kids will discover that trusting Jesus will pull them 
through life’s ups and downs as they travel through 
field-tested rotations that will reinforce relevant Bible 
points and immerse kids in new adventures during the 
week of June 15-19, from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm each day! 

Fee is $100 per child. 

Due to the uncertainty of the current situation, we are delaying 
registration for this program, but it is our genuine hope to go 
forward with it if at all possible. Further details regarding 

registration will be made available at a later date. 

A Prayer for Pandemic

May we who are merely inconvenienced
Remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have no risk factors
Remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of  

working from home
Remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for 

our children when their schools close
Remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips

Remember those that have no place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money in 

the tumult of  the economic market
Remember those that have no margin at all.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
Remember those who have no home.

During this time when we cannot physically 
wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace 
of  God to our neighbors.

Amen

Larry Tensi, St. Columban Parish – 
Archdiocese of  Cincinnati

NEWS & EVENTS
Visit www.churchofthegesu.org to read about the latest news 
and events at our parish.

Like us on Facebook: 
Church of the Gesu

Follow us on Twitter:
@GesuCleveland

If you wish to receive our bi-monthly eNewsletter, along with 
other important announcements from Gesu, please send an 
email to gesucleveland@churchofthegesu.org and request to be 
added to our distribution list.

If you do not receive Gesu emails and do not have access to 
our website, please contact the Gesu Parish Office at 
(216) 932-0617 and we can send you a weekly bulletin. 

STAY INFORMED
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asking martyrs to pray for believers in God’s presence. 

The same happened with virtuous Christians, whose lives inspired 
others to grow in their faith. The Church of-
ficially recognizes the virtue of  such people 
by canonizing them. It is a formal process 
that investigates the lives of  these individuals 
to be sure that they are worthy of  this hon-
or. But in the earliest history of  the Church, 
it was the devotion of  the people that first 
earned them recognition as “saints.”

As our reading year has progressed, we have had 
many opportunities to learn more about both 
the Saints of  our earliest Christian traditions and 
those of  more recent times -  the men and wom-
en who have exemplified the same saintly quali-
ties and have had great influence on the people 

of  their times and on the Church itself. We can truly echo the words in 
the Letter to the Hebrews: “We are surrounded by so great a cloud of  
witnesses.” One of  the joys of  this Gesu Together year is to say that we 
have come to know more and more of  them.

This year, our Gesu Together "One Book, One Parish" selection is 
Fr. James Martin, SJ’s popular book, My Life With the Saints. Through 
presentations, homilies, intergenerational events and our daily and 
weekly liturgies, our theme has been echoed 
over and over for adults, teens and children 
in our school and PSR programs. So, it might 
be a good idea to consider briefly what is a 
saint.

Early in the Church’s history, especially 
during the times of  the persecution of  the 
Church in various parts of  the Roman Em-
pire and in Rome itself, many of  the followers 
of  Jesus were put to death by non-believers 
and by government authorities for their refus-
al to renounce their faith in Christ.  We call 
them “martyrs,” a word that comes from the 
Greek word for “witness.” By holding on to 
their faith in Jesus, they became witnesses of  Christ’s importance in 
their lives. Later, other believers would pray at martyrs’ graves, 
requesting similar strength in their own faith. The custom grew 
by sharing the Eucharist on the anniversaries of  their deaths and 

OUR YEAR WITH THE SAINTS
By Fr. Michael A. Vincent, SJ 

KEEPER OF THE KEYS
Have you ever wondered just how many keys Eugene Journey, 
Gesu's beloved maintenance man, carries around each and 
every day? Our very own Mr. Jingeling dangles 109 keys from 
his hips. It's no wonder you can hear him coming from a mile 
away! 

When asked how many keys Eugene uses regularly, it took him 
more than a minute to add them all up, counting the keys as he 
answered, "I used them all at one point in time...six for the 
Church...six for the Parish Center...17 for the school, and let's 
not forget the two for the Convent!" Now there's the perfect 
math problem for our Gesu students. But don't worry, we'll 
save you the trouble - 31 keys! Now let's see if  our readers can 
figure out just how many extra keys Mr. Journey carries around. 
(78!) Eugene, who has been accumulating keys at Gesu since 
1993, promises he'll separate them out at a later time, but for 
now he says, "I like hearing the keys jingle when I walk!" 



I have been coordinating Service Day for the past five years. While on a practical level 
the logistical aspect has become routine and streamlined, there is something magical 
about Service Day that never ceases to impact me. Service Day may only happen once 
a year, but this day inspires me, gives me hope and strengthens my faith in our Gesu 
Community. 

Gesu’s Annual Service Day, which takes place the 1st Sunday of  December, started 
14 years ago as a way to bring together the Gesu Community in our love for service 
to one another. Although we are engaging in various forms of  service throughout the 
year, Service Day brings us all together on an incredible scale. On Service Day, the 
people of  Gesu are fulfilling their Gospel Mission throughout many Greater Cleveland 
neighborhoods. 

This past Service Day, 650 volunteers (men, women, children, teens, seniors and 
everyone in between) went out, divided among 34 different locations to participate in 
service projects. Churches were cleaned, meals were prepared and crafts were made, all 
while sharing love, charity and friendship. 

Inherent in the activities that comprise Service Day is an underlying and significant 
sense of  connection (which is also a common thread in our service activities through-
out the year) with those we serve in our community. The idea of  service works both 
ways. We help others and we receive something powerful in return – true relationships 
with God’s people. This is the magic of  Service Day.

2019 SERVICE DAY 
SITE LOCATIONS

2100 Lakeside Men’s Shelter
Boys Hope Girls Hope
Collinwood Neighborhood Catholic  
   Ministries
Eliza Bryant Village
Famicos
Front Steps Housing Services
Gesu
Greens of Lyndhurst
House of Champions
Hospice of the Western Reserve
Jennings Center for Older Adults
Jennings Center Brecksville
Joseph’s Home
Judson Park
L’Arche Cleveland
Light of Hearts Villa
Maggie’s Place
Marymount Place
McGregor Home
McGregor Overlook
MedWish 
Merrick House
Notre Dame Motherhouse 
Our Lady of Peace Parish
Renee Jones Empowerment Center
Slovene Home for the Aged
St. Aloysius – St. Agatha
St. Augustine Manor
St. Philomena’s 
St. Stephen’s
Thea Bowman Center
Walsh Jesuit
West Side Catholic Center
Woodlands of Shaker

NOT JUST ANOTHER SERVICE DAY
By Ashley Ponce 
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BOY SCOUTS PLACE 1ST IN KLONDIKE DERBY!
Gesu Boy Scout Troop 620 placed first in the Lake Erie Council Klondike 
Derby that took place at the end of  January. The Troop 620 patrol placed first 
out of  48 patrols containing over 400 scouts from all over Northeast Ohio. 
The scouts competed in a series of  events that tested their scouting skills in 
the day's cold, wet weather at the Beaumont Scout Reservation in Ashtabula 
County. The events required the patrols to work as a team, testing their first 
aid, fire building, compass, cooking and outdoor survival skills. All of  the 
scouts had been practicing for several weeks on these events and their hard 
work paid off. A special congratulations to Scoutmaster Brett Young and all 
the adult leaders who have put in many hours coaching our scouts in prepara-
tion for this event.

Highlights of Parish, School and Alumni Happenings
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ARTICLE 
SUBMISSIONS

Gesu News & Views is published three times 
per year.

To submit articles, information and photos, 
please email: mkfarrar@churchofthegesu.org, 
or mail them to Gesu Church, Attn: Gesu 
Communications Committee.
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THE POWER OF THE WRITTEN WORD
By Mary Carol Jones 

1st
Edition

The staff  has reconvened for second semester, excited to 
create its next publication. A bit more manageable in size, 
the students still maintain an enormous amount of  enthusi-
asm and drive. We project that the next publication will be 
“off  the presses” in the Spring of  2020. If  you are interest-
ed in seeing an online copy of  this inaugural publication, 
please go to www.gesu.com/Quick Links. Thanks to all who 
made this experience possible for our students.  

Read a sample article from the first edition of The Gesu Rumble on 
page 8.

It started with a Gesu parent, Mrs. Sue Valerian, offering her journalistic 
expertise to help the students of  Gesu School learn what it takes to pub-
lish a school newspaper. There may have been some who thought perhaps 
this might no longer interest students who get most of  their news online, 
but the 100 students who surfaced from grades 4-8 for the initial meeting 
quickly proved otherwise. The Gesu Rumble (a cheer frequently performed 
at our pep rallies) was soon born, and weekly meetings of  its staff  were 
held throughout the fall. Assisting Mrs. Valerian were Mr. Nate Luengo, 
Gesu’s new eighth grade teacher, and numerous parent volunteers.

Students divided into teams and assumed the roles of  editors, reporters, 
writers, photographers, op-ed writers, cartoonists, typists and more. They 
spent hours working on their interviews and learned how to get to the 
heart of  their stories. They wrote, revised, rewrote and revised again. The 
result was a 20 page edition that was published shortly before Christmas. 
Topics covered included:
           
 •  Articles about new staff  members and students, as well as new 
           school programs and recent improvements to the building
       •  Highlights on Gesu’s athletic programs and PTO activities
       •  Recognition of  students’ talents and significant endeavors 
       •  An op-ed article advocating for daily study hall time in junior high
       •  Cartoons inspired by dragons and ghosts

GESU ALUMNI UPDATE - NEWS & VIEWS Spring 2020
Note: Photos are welcomed. Thank you.

Name                Class of
(include maiden name, if  applicable)

Address 

Email             Phone 

News you'd like to share with classmates in a future issue of Gesu News & Views: 

(       )
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This article was taken from the inaugural issue of  The Gesu Rumble. For 
more on Gesu Catholic School's newspaper and newest club, see page 7. 

Eighth-grader Marykate Kessinger is an advanced baker for some-
one so young. She’s created many goodies that we all would love to 
try. She has helped many Gesu students and staff  at many events 
to bake the most delicious treats. She said she was inspired to bake 
because of  art. “I started baking because I started many types of  
art and I was really into sculpting,” Kessinger said. “I was able to 
take all of  the skills from sculpting into baking, which helped with 
Fondant [icing] creations.” She’s been so successful that she has 
her own little baking business and gets a variety of  requests for 
cakes. “People might tell me [they want] a character or, they let me 
do what I want depending on the occasion,’’ she said. “I’ll kind of  
make whatever they’re dreaming of  and I’ll put that together. And 
usually they’re really happy. So it makes me really happy. And that’s 
why I keep doing it.” It started in large part because her mom, 
Pasqualeen, shared photos of  her cakes on Facebook. People saw 
them and started requesting cakes from her. Kessinger said she’s 
largely self-taught but learned a lot from baking with her grand-
mother, mom and sister when she was younger. YouTube videos 
and her hungry family have also been a big help.

“I test out lots of  recipes and my family gets to eat all of  them,’’ 
she said. Her personal favorite is salted caramel with a chocolate 
base with salted caramel frosting. “It’s really good,’’ she said. She 
said she finds many of  her recipes online and tests them until she 
finds the best ones. Even though Kessinger spends a lot of  her 
free time making cakes, she also has to keep up with homework. 
She also finds time to babysit. “Yesterday, I had to bake a cake and 
then I went to babysit, and then I came back home and made more 
cakes until midnight,’’ she said. “I like to sew also. I do that a lot. 
And then I do some sports. I’m at the ski house right now. We love 
to ski. I like hanging out with my family and my cousins. And then 
I do volleyball and swimming. So I do a lot of  stuff. But mostly art.
That’s my best thing.”

What are some of  her most recent baking creations? “I just did 

CAKES BY MARYKATE: 8TH GRADERS BAKING BIZ FLOURISHES
By Cecilia Willets and Tilly Stoltman (Fourth and Sixth Graders)

a princess cake yesterday,’’ she said, adding that she bakes mostly 
for birthdays. “It’s fun to make holiday-themed cakes,” she said, 
“because there are so many options that I can try and test those 
designs. So, I don’t take [holidays] off; I bake whatever people ask 
me to.” Kessinger might spend some of  her holiday break thinking 
about whether she’ll want to be a baker when she grows up. “I 
might open a bakery,’’ she said. “It’s hard to decide because I’ve 
always wanted to be a maternity nurse, who is someone who works 
with babies because I’ve always babysat and had little cousins  
around all the time. So it’s hard to decide. I’ll keep baking as I go 
on and maybe it’ll turn into a career.”

A special note, Marykate Kessinger is the daughter of  Gesu Alum 
Pasqualeen Supler. All of  Marykate's aunts, uncles, siblings and many 
cousins are fellow Bulldogs. The Supler Family Legacy is strong at Gesu!

To see more of  Marykate's creations, you can follow her on Instagram: 
@marycakes_delights.

Photograph by Fiona Todaro, Sixth Grade

Please consider shopping Amazon Smile today and support Gesu Church and School! Amazon Smile has 
the same great products and prices as Amazon with an added bonus – a portion of eligible purchases will be 

donated back to Gesu just by choosing Gesu Parish in University Heights as your preferred charity! Shop all year 
long on Amazon Smile and support Gesu. Share with your friends and family! 

Happy shopping at www.smile.amazon.com.



NEWS & VIEWS Spring 2020

On behalf  of  the Gesu students, teachers and staff, we would like to 
extend a heart-felt thank you for your generous support of  Gesu's 
2020 Mardi Gras. What a great evening we had! With delicious food, 
good fun and great company, it was a wonderful opportunity for 
our school and parish to come together. How blessed we are to have 
such a vibrant community.

In addition, the event raised over $45,000! These funds will be put 
towards renovating the classrooms and providing improvements 
(new paint, flooring, furnishings and technology) that will give our 
students and teachers the most conducive learning environment 
and keep Gesu a front-runner in Catholic and private education. We 
couldn't have done this without you. 

Thank you for your continued support of  Gesu School and for the 
role you played in making the 2020 Mardi Gras a huge success! We 
look forward to seeing you at next year's Mardi Gras as we continue 
to grow the event with your help and support.

2nd ANNUAL MARDI GRAS FUNDRAISER

May 14 6:00 pm The Country Club
Gesu Women's Guild Spring Benefit

May 15 6:00 pm McAuley Hall
50+ Club Pizza Night

May 18 7:00 - 9:00 pm Family Center
Gesu School Spring Band Concert

May 30 & 31 After all Masses Family Center
Come Home to Gesu

June 2 7:00 pm Church
Gesu School Graduation

UPCOMING EVENTS
Subject to Change: 

Please check our website for updates on 
upcoming events.
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The Gesu School Reunion that was scheduled 
for Saturday, May 30, 2020 has been post-
poned. We were looking forward to welcoming 
you back to campus for Mass and a celebration 
with classmates. Once a new date is selected 
we will share with all of  you! We hope you and 
your family stay well! Go Bulldogs!

Photographs by Riley Beiswenger and Kelsey Hearns
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STUDENTS GIVE FACULTY A VOLLEYBALL LESSON
This year, the annual Faculty-Student Volleyball game was dedicated to Vivian Zaratsian, a Gesu preschooler, whose short life was celebrated 
throughout the week. Students and teachers dressed in her two favorite colors, pink and purple. The volleyball game came down to a ten 
minute tiebreaker won by the students in a one point victory. Students later signed the game ball and gave it to Mr. and Mrs. Zaratsian, who 
were the honored guests for the event. Student Council has designated that the $2,500 proceed from our yearly Lenten Soup Lunch be 
donated to the Special Wish Foundation, an organization that helps children with life threatening illnesses.
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GESU'S GOT TALENT
A highlight during our Catholic Schools Week activities was the 
“Gesu’s Got Talent” show which was produced by one of  the 
National Junior Honor Society teams. Seventh and eighth graders 
came together for an amazing show with a wide variety of  tal-
ents to share. There were eleven acts which featured several types 

of  dancing and 
gymnastics, sing-
ing, instrumental 
performances, and 
even card throwing 
skills. We commend 
these students for 
their grace and skill. 
It was such a joy to 
witness their perfor-
mances. 

GESU READS TOGETHER
Actors from the 
Great Lakes Theatre 
Festival worked with 
a team of  Gesu 
students to provide 
a dramatic intro-
duction to the book 
chosen for our third 
annual Gesu Reads 
Together program. 
Students met Aunt 
Polly, the main 

character in Sarah Weeks' novel, Pie. Aunt Polly was a woman with 
a big heart and incredible baking skills. Students and their families 
enjoyed the novel and a variety of  related activities.

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE PIE
A Gesu Family Pie 
Contest was held at 
the Catholic Schools 
Week Open House.  
Twenty five families 
entered the contest 
and our celebrity 
judges awarded 
prizes to the win-
ners listed below. 
Remaining pieces of  
the pies were sold 

by Student Council members in the cafeteria for $1 per slice. Over 
$150 was raised for Homeless Hookup CLE. 
Fruit Pies: Elersich Family      
Meringue Pies: Fitzpatrick Family
Chocolate Pies: Mead Family  
Miscellaneous Pies: Kaminsky Family

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE
Congratulations to sixth grader 
John Reed, the school winner in the 
National Geography Bee contest. 
John recently took the online test 
which is the qualifier for the state 
competition.

Photograph by Heather McCarron
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NEW ENTREPRENEURIAL ELECTIVE
Thanks to Gesu parishioner Steve Marcus, 
the seventh graders have a new elective 
option for third quarter. Steve is sharing 
his business acumen with the students in 
an entrepreneurship class. The students 
are learning the "ins and outs" of  creat-
ing and “pitching” a start-up. We held a 
Gesu Shark Tank on Saturday, February 
29 and the winners, Veronica Santelli and 

Bridger Bobes, went on to participate in a diocesan-wide event at 
Saint Ignatius High School.

Over 100 Gesu students, along with their families and friends, 
attended the Cleveland Monsters game on Friday, March 6. Rocket
Mortgage Arena was filled with more than 13,000 fans for the 
Cleveland Monsters hockey game vs. Canada's Rocket de Lavals. 
Peter Delaney, a Gesu alumnus and his family helped organize this 
exciting action-packed evening. In 
addition, Peter was able to obtain 
one ride on the Zamboni during 
half  time. He offered it to one of  
Gesu's very own teachers, Mrs. 
Rosemary Nemeth. She enjoyed 
completing one of  her bucket list 
items as she waved Gesu School's 
mascot sign for all to see.

FAMILY NIGHT AT MONSTERS GAME

Our 7th and 8th grade varsity girls' basketball team were runners-up 
in the CYO City Championship. Congratulations to the players and 
their coaches for their hard work and dedication!

BASKETBALL ALL-STARSST. BALDRICK'S FOUNDATION
Fr. Kiser and the rest of  team #Vivstrong “braved the shave” 
during the weekend of  March 14 to help raise money for 

St. Baldrick’s Foundation, a non-
profit organization that raises
funds for pediatric cancer re-
search. Over 30 Gesu students 
participated in the fundraiser. 
Together, the team raised over 
$16,000 in memory of  our dear 
Vivian Zaratsian, a Gesu pre-
schooler who inspired us all! We 
are so proud of  the entire team 
and their efforts to fight child-
hood cancer.

CORRECTION
In the last issue of  News & Views, I quoted from the 1994 
edition of  the Catechism of  the Catholic Church # 2358. I was 
then unaware that there was a 1997 version of  the Catechism. 
The part of  the quote that I was highlighting for the purpose of  
the pastoral letter stated: "They (homosexuals) must be accept-
ed with respect, compassion, and sensitivity." This part of  the 
quote was not changed in the newer edition of  the Catechism. 

- Fr. Karl J. Kiser, SJ
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