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September 27, 2020: 17th Sunday After Pentecost
Epistle: 2 Cor. 6:16 - 7:1                                                      Gospel: Lk. 5: 1-11

Mon., Sept. 28	 9:00	 + John Sereditch  (Roman & Eileen Kushner)

Tues., Sept. 29	 9:00	 + Diann Yuhnick  (Robert, Barbara & Hillary Spryn)

Wed., Sept. 30	 9:00	 + Eugene Hughes  (Garry Brzuchalski)

Thurs. Oct. 1	 Protection of the Mother of God (Solemn Holy Day)		
			   9:00	 + Fred Jacobs  (Matthew Beckage)

Fri., Oct. 2		  9:00	 + Joseph Fawcett  (James & Mary Ann Dolphin)

Sat., Oct. 3		  	 No Morning Divine Liturgy					  
			   2:00	 Confessions.							     
	 	 	 4:00	 + Carol & Jeffrey Klikus  (Michael Shumek Family)

Sun., Oct. 4	  	 10:00	 For Our Parishioners

Protection of the Mother of God
One of the favorite Holy Days in the 
Ukrainian Church, is to be found on 
the Church Calendar on October 1st. 
It commemorates the appearance of 
the Mother of God in Constantinople 
in the 10th century. It is recorded in 
the life of St.Andrew, known as the 
Fool for Christ. St.Andrew and St. 
Epiphanius were in church for ser-
vices when they saw the Mother of 
God approach the altar, supported by 
St. John the Baptist and St. John the 
Evangelist. She knelt and prayed with 
tears in her eyes. Then she took the 

veil she was wearing and extended 
it over her arms as a sign of protec-
tion. There are many icons depicting 
this event, but she is always depicted 
with the veil over her arms as a sign 
that she will always protect us. She 
is never alone but always with Christ. 
Today, with her veil(omophor) she 
stands in our church along with the 
hosts of saints and she is always ready 
to hear our prayers of need and to 
take them to the Throne of God. We 
pray: “Remember us in your prayers, 
O Lady,Virgin.
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“The Little Entrance”
When the third antiphon is chanted, 

the entrance of the Gospel occurs with 
the entourage of candles. The Deacon 
or if there is no Deacon, the priest, 
holds the Gospel. So while he is about 
to enter into the Altar, he stands at a 
small distance from the Royal Gate. 
Then he asks God for holy angels to 
accompany him, for them to become 
participators of his in the sacred ser-
vice and the doxology. He subsequent-
ly lifts the Gospel up high, shows it to 
the believers and, after entering into 
the Altar, places it on the holy Altar 
Table.

The elevation of the Gospel sym-
bolizes the showing of the Lord, when 
He began appearing to the multitudes. 
The Gospel denotes Christ Himself. 
So now that Christ is being revealed, 
no one pays attention to the words of 
the prophets. So for this reason, after 
the small Entrance, we chant whatever 
relates to the new life which Christ 
brought. We hymn Christ Himself for 
all that He did for us. We also praise 
the All-Holy Virgin Mary or others 
saints, analogous to the feast or saint 
the Church is honoring.

The Holy Mysteries of Christian Initiation
Participation in the life of the Most 
Holy Trinity becomes a reality for 
us through the Holy Mysteries of 
Baptism, Chrismation, and Eucharist. 
In other words, we partake of God’s 
life by being united to Christ, receiving 
the seal of the Holy Spirit, and sharing 
the Body and Blood of Christ in the 
community called Church. As a person 
after birth begins to breathe and then 
receives nourishment in order to live, 
so the newly baptized, born to new 
life in the baptismal font, begins to 
breathe by the Holy Spirit and receives 

the nourishment of Holy Communion 
in order to grow in Christ. Through 
the prayers and sacred actions of 
the liturgical rite of each of these 
Mysteries, but Church leaves the 
faithful into an understanding of the 
Mystery and perceiving it as a single, 
unified action of God’s grace. This 
is why in the tradition of the Eastern 
church, these three Holy Mysteries are 
celebrated together. Catechism of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church: Christ 
Our Pascha, #408
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Who Divided the Bible Into Chapters and Verses?
Christians around the world are 

accustomed to citing the Bible by 
chapter and verse. However, this wasn’t 
always the case. In fact, dividing up 
scripture in this manner is rather new 
and developed only recently during 
the past several centuries. Considering 
that the book of Genesis dates to about 
1,400 BC, the invention is something 
that Jews and Christians did not have 
for many years.

It took until the 13th century for 
a Catholic cardinal in England to 
divide up the sacred text into the 
chapters we are familiar with today. 
Prior to that, the Bible was copied on 
individual scrolls. The Old Testament 
was already separated into paragraphs 
and sections, but did not have a 
specific numbering system. Also, 
traditionally both the New and Old 
Testaments were transmitted orally. 
In particular, chanting sacred scripture 
was an ancient way of passing on the 
words of Divine Revelation to the 
next generation. Christians learned 
this method from the Jewish people, 
who have been chanting the words of 

scripture for thousands of years.
For this reason, in ancient and 

early medieval homilies, there is no 
citation of biblical verses. Quotations 
from scripture came from memory 
or were copied from scrolls or books 
used by clergy and religious. The laity 
did not have access to any physical 
copies and passed on the Bible to their 
children from what they heard at Mass 
as well as through the artwork seen in 
paintings and church architecture.

Then everything changed with 
Cardinal Stephen Langton, Archbishop 
of Canterbury in the 13th century. 
He divided up the Latin Vulgate 
into chapters, upon which all other 
modern Bibles have based their own 
numbering system. Later, it was the 
work of Robert Estienne, a Protestant 
layman in the 16th century, to further 
separate the Bible into verses. He is 
often credited as the first person to 
print the Bible with verse numbers 
in each chapter. Ever since, Bibles 
everywhere have been produced with 
chapters and verses to help all people 
study the words of Sacred Scripture.

Food Truck Festival Raffle Winners
Joseph Muchisky won the first prize of 
$959.50. The Waterford crystal bowl 

second prize was won by Kathleen 
Radle.  Nancy Spader won the third 
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prize gift basket.  Congratulations and 
thank you to everyone who participated 

in this fund raiser. 

Pilgrimage to the Mother of God Cancelled
I am very sorry to share with you 

that the Pilgrimage to the Mother of 
God scheduled for Sunday, October 
4, has been CANCELLED. However 
Live Stream is available on YouTube.

We were hopeful that a modified 
schedule and comprehensive safety 
precautions would allow us to host 
pilgrims in person. However, after 
further prayer and consideration, we 
have make this difficult decision to 
eliminate any possibility of spreading 
illness. Your health and the health 
of our Sisters are of paramount 

importance.
The Pilgrimage is a beloved 

occasion that has continued for 
generations, and we look forward to 
resuming it in 2021.

Thank you in advance for your 
understanding. Be assured that we will 
continue to remember your intentions 
and pray for an end to the pandemic.

\s\ Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM

Provincial

Reception of Holy Communion
Parishioners who have canes or 

walkers or are a bit unsteady on their 
feet, are invited to come up and stand 
inside the first pew on Mary’s side of 
the Church to receive Communion. 
Father will come down to you. Perhaps 
a good time to come up to the first pew 
would be right after the Our Father, so 
you will be in place inside the first pew 
when Communion time arrives.

And to ALL parishioners: please 
do not close your eyes when you 
receive communion. Just tilt your head 
back, open your mouth wide as though 
your are yawning, and do not touch the 
spoon or close your mouth or lips on 
the spoon. And do not say “Amen,” 
since the priest already says it for you 
during his prayers at the moment you 
are receiving.

Continuing Religious Education
The Eastern Catholic Education Directors (ECED) will again present 
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free online course offerings as part 
of the God With Us online faith 
formation program during the fall and 
spring 2020-2021.

To register visit EasternCatholic.
org or GodWithUsOnline.org. 
At these websites you can access 

recordings of previous God With 
Us online webinars as well as find 
further study resources, the Byzantine 
Gospel reflections, make donations 
and sign up for upcoming events 
and webinars. It will be a valuable 
religious education resource.

Pasta Dinner & $5,000 Raffle
St. John Vianney Parish, Montdale & 
Royal, is having a Drive Thru Pasta 
Dinner & $5,000 raffle on Sunday, 
October 4th noon to 3:00p.m. Dinner 
tickets are $10 and raffle tickets are 
$25 each or five for $100. Pasta 
Dinner tickets must be purchased by 

September 27th and can be purchased 
outside of the Church at Masses 
on September 19-20 & 26-27 or by 
contacting the Parish Office 570-254-
9502, ext. 1 ccrc402@comcast.net. 
Raffle tickets can be purchased at the 
drive thru.

Pastie Sale
Saints Peter & Paul, Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, North Wilkes-Barre 
is taking orders for Pasties for pick-
up on Saturday, October 17th, 2020.  
Our Pasties are made with seasoned 
ground beef and potatoes wrapped in a 
pie crust pastry and are available with 
or without onions.  Pasties are $7.00 
each and Gravy is available for $1.00 

for an 8 oz. cup.  Call (570)829-3051 
to place your order.  (Please specify 
with or without onions.)  Drive-Thru 
Pick-up from 1:30 to 3:30pm in our 
Parish Parking Lot, corner of North 
River and West Chestnut Streets, 
Wilkes-Barre.  Remember, when 
Baba cooks… everybody’s happy!

Collection Processing Team...
The Collection Processing Team for 
the month of September 2020 is Team 

#1: Jerry Sereditch, Michaelene 
Davis, and Gloria Jablonski.

Sunday Collection for Sept. 19 & 20, 2020: $2,119.30



- 8 -

Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church

135 River St., Olyphant, PA 18447-1435

Telephone: 570-291-4451     Fax: 570-489-6918

Web Site: stcyrils.weconnect.com

E-Mail: sscyrilandmethodius@comcast.net

Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor               
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