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June 13, 2021: Third Sunday After Pentecost
Epistle: Rom. 5: 1-10                                                        Gospel: Mt. 6: 22-34 `

Mon., June 14 10:00 Funeral: + Frank Cole
 

Tues., June 15 9:00 + Nicholas, Anne, Michael & Barbara Spryn  (Nick  
     & Joyce Spryn)

Wed., June 16 9:00 + Andy Marcinko  (St. Cyril’s Holy Name Society)

Thurs. June 17 9:00 + Ruth Covalesky  (St. Cyril’s Choir)    
   6:00 pm  Moleben to Jesus Christ

Fri., June 18  9:00 + Johnathan Sawka  (Glenda Marcinko)

Sat., June 19   No Morning Divine Liturgy     
   2:00 pm  Confessions       
   4:00 pm  For Our Parishioners

Sun., June 20 10:00 + Elaine Jablonski  (Husband, Jim)

Letter on the Pandemic From the Ukrainian 
Catholic Hierarchy of the USA

To our Clergy, Religious, Seminarian 
and Beloved Faithful:

 The world has lived through 
an extraordinarily painful and diffi-
cult eighteen months.  There is no one 
living who has not been adversely af-
fected in some way by the illness and 
death wrought by the COVID pan-
demic and the economic collapse and 
psychological turmoil it has left in its 
wake.

 But, as bad as the pandemic is, 
it proved to be a learning experience 
for our Church in the United States.  
We were compelled to develop inno-
vative methods of witnessing to Christ 
in the world.  We quickly adapted to 
the new and unprecedented new real-
ity and soon almost every parish had 
the ability of live-streaming liturgi-
cal services and conducting meetings 
and catechetical sessions remotely.

 These modern technologies 
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were life-savers, but they could never 
replace being with each other, in per-
son, in community.  Truly, how much 
have we missed praying together and 
sharing fellowship as a parish commu-
nity in our beloved parish churches!  
How much have our hearts yearned for 
the consolation of the Holy Mysteries 
and especially the presence of our Eu-
charistic Lord in our souls!

 Now, however, through the 
grace of God, and the efforts of zeal-
ous doctors and researchers, it appears 
the pandemic is waning and the time 
of healing, rebuilding and renewal has 
begun.  Now, finally, the day has come 
for us to return to church, to the House 
of the Lord, that tiny slice of heaven 
on earth.

 In most of the jurisdictions in 
which our churches are located in the 
United States, the COVID restrictions 
regarding public gatherings, social dis-
tancing and mask wearing have been 
eased or removed altogether.  We, your 
bishops, therefore, invite all of you, 
our faithful, to see this as a sign to re-
turn to your parish churches and, along 
with your pastors, renew the liturgical, 
sacramental and community life that 
has been lacking for over a year and is 
the center of our lives.  We urge every-
one to return, but, at the same time, to 

be prudent and continue to employ the 
normal means of keeping your church-
es safe.

 In particular, we are grateful to 
those of you who, despite your own 
hardships, continued to offer the same 
and even more financial support to 
your individual parishes during this 
time, especially since the usual means 
of parish fund-raising were not pos-
sible.  By this you have demonstrated 
how much you love your parish church 
and your Faith.
 As regards the distribution of 
Holy Communion during the celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy, we advise 
the pastors, for the time being, to con-
tinue the practice of distribution that 
each of you has established during the 
time of the pandemic.  At some point 
in the near future we will revisit the 
issue and offer a concise directive.
 May the words of joy and trust 
in the Lord expressed by the psalmist 
be a reflection of our own joy as we re-
turn to our beloved sanctuaries: “Only 
goodness and mercy will pursue me 
all the days of my life and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.” (Ps. 
23:6)
 May the blessings of God be 
with you,
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+Borys Gudziak
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians

Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM (author & Eparch of Stamford)

+Вenedict Aleksiychuk (Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago)

+Bohdan J. Danylo (Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma)

+Andriy Rabiy(Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia)

Flag Day

In the United States, Flag Day is 
celebrated on June 14. It commemorates 
the adoption of the flag of the United 
States on June 14, 1777 by resolution 
of the Second Continental Congress. 
The Flag Resolution, passed on June 
14, 1777, stated: “Resolved, That the 
flag of the thirteen United States be 

thirteen stripes, alternate red and 
white; that the union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new constellation.” 
This design was created by 
Francis Hopkinson, a Continental 
Congressman from New Jersey 
and a consultant to the design 
of the Great Seal of the United 
States.

The United States Army also 
celebrates the U.S. Army birthday 
on this date; Congress adopted 
“the American continental 
army” after reaching a consensus 

position in the Committee of the 
Whole on June 14, 1775.

In 1916, President Woodrow 
Wilson issued a proclamation that 
officially established June 14 as Flag 
Day; on August 3, 1949, National 
Flag Day was established by an 
Act of Congress. Flag Day is not an 
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official federal holiday. Title 36 of the 
United States Code, Subtitle I, Part A, 
CHAPTER 1, § 110[6] is the official 
statute on Flag Day; however, it is at 
the president’s discretion to officially 
proclaim the observance. On June 14, 
1937, Pennsylvania became the first 
U.S. state to celebrate Flag Day as a 
state holiday, beginning in the town 
of Rennerdale. New York Statutes 
designate the second Sunday in June 
as Flag Day, a state holiday.

Perhaps the oldest continuing Flag 

Day parade is in Fairfield, Washington. 
Beginning in 1909 or 1910, Fairfield 
has held a parade every year since, 
with the possible exception of 1918, 
and celebrated the “Centennial” 
parade in 2010, along with some other 
commemorative events. Appleton, 
Wisconsin, claims to be the oldest 
National Flag Day parade in the nation, 
held annually since 1950.

-- from Wikipedia

Archieparchial Covid-19 Guidelines are Still 
in Effect

In the Ten Commandments, the 
Fourth Commandment states: “Hon-
or your father and mother.” Not only 
does this Commandment address our 
parents, but it also instructs us to re-
gard those in authority (both civil and 
religious) “as representatives of God, 
who has made them stewards of his 
gifts.” From this flows the duty for us 
to contribute to the good of society “in 
a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity and 
freedom”; to willingly serve our coun-
try out of gratitude; and to submit to 

legitimate authority and service to the 
common good.

At a recent meeting, our Arch-
bishop Borys said that he thinks that 
the faithful should still continue to 
wear a mask in Church until fur-
ther notice. In compliance with the 
Archbishop’s instructions, please 
continue to wear your masks while 
in Church. Also, we will continue to 
disinfect the communion spoon after 
each communicant.

How Should We Pray in our own Words?
Prayer in our own words should be 
simple and direct. There is no need 
for eloquence or verbosity. In fact, at 

times there is no need for words at all. 
God knows what is in our minds and 
hearts even before we have a chance 
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to verbalize our thoughts and feel-
ings. It is enough simply to say, “Lord, 
have mercy” or “Thank You, Lord”. 
Or to say the Jesus Prayer, “Lord Je-
sus Christ have mercy on me” or in the 
plural form, “Lord Jesus Christ have 

mercy on us”. Whatever our pray is, it 
should be spiritual not intellectual, it 
should come from the heart, wherein 
resides the Holy Spirit who cries unto 
God, “Abba, Father!”

Peter’s Pence Collection
During June, our Archeparchy will 
take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, 
which provides Pope Francis with the 
funds he needs to carry out his charita-
ble works around the world. The pro-
ceeds benefit the most disadvantaged: 
victims of war, oppression, and disas-

ters. Join our Holy Father as a witness 
of charity to those who are suffering. 
Please use the special “Peter’s Pence” 
envelope in your donation envelope 
packet box to make your offering. It 
is not too early to already submit your 
offering.

Congratulations
Congratulations and Best Wishes to 
Paul and Samantha Lassiter on the 
ocassion of their wedding yesterday 

(Saturday). May Our Lord grant you 
many Happy and Blessed Years! 
Mnohaya Leeta!

Church Raffle
The CHURCH RAFFLE will take 
place on July 4th. We are asking 
Parishioners to make their raffle 
returns as soon as possible. Ideally, all 

returns should be made by June 27th for 
the drawing on the following Sunday, 
July 4, 2021.

Church Lasagna Dinner
Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church will hold a Lasagna 
Dinner on Wednesday, June 16, 2021 
in their school hall on the corner 

of North River and West Chestnut 
Streets, near the General Hospital 
Parkade in Wilkes-Barre.  This dinner 
will be Take-Out Only and Pre-Orders 
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are strongly encouraged.  Dinners will 
be $15 and will include; a generous 
portion of meat lasagna, garden salad, 
bread and dessert.  Place your order 
by calling the School Hall Kitchen 

(570) 829-3051.  Pick-Ups will be from 
4:00 to 7:00pm.  Tickets will also be 
sold for a Basket Raffle.  Remember...
When Baba Cooks, Everybody’s 
Happy!

The 11th Annual St. Cyril’s Rummage Sale 
Set for September 2021

The next Rummage Sale Set-up will  Monday, June 14th, and Tuesday, 
June 15th  (two shifts) from 9:30 a.m. - Noon,  and then in the evening from 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at St. Cyrils School gym.  

Can you spare some time to help out for the benefit of our church, 
St. Cyril’s?   All are welcome to volunteer, all parishioners, and friends.  
(Teenagers and adults)  after 10 years, you know what is involved.  Every hour 
you volunteer helps in the final outcome, the financial help to St. Cereals.  
Boxes and bins are unpacked, placed by “Price”,  all items need to be ticketed, 
(sitting at the tables) and then placed on the racks and tables.  It’s comfortable 
working in the school gym, it is not too hot and not too cold.  Come and 
socialize with your fellow parishioners and friends and do some shopping 
too!!!   A few men are needed to help with the empty boxes and bins...... come 
and lend a helping hand.  

The following week, Monday, June 21st, and  Tuesday, June 22nd, will 
have the same time schedule,  (2 shifts) as listed above. 

The dates have been set for  Friday, September 24th, and Saturday, 
September 25, for St. Cyril’s  Rummage Sale/Furniture Sale for the 11th year.  
We have learned,  over the years, Sunday is very slow for the Rummage Sale, 
and therefore only planning for two days in the Fall.  

 Any questions, call Lauren at cell 646-241-9443 or 570-383-0319 or Father 
Nestor 570-291-4451.  During this time, your donations will be accepted. 

Collection Processing Team...
The Collection Processing Team 
for the month of June 2021 is Team 
#2: Eugene Zinsky, John Turko, 

Jr., Leonard Mitchko, and Michael 
Shumek.

Sunday Collection for June 5 & 6, 2021: $2,648.00
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Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church

135 River St., Olyphant, PA 18447-1435

Telephone: 570-291-4451     Fax: 570-489-6918

Web Site: stcyrils.weconnect.com

E-Mail: sscyrilandmethodius@comcast.net

Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor               
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