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July 3, 2022: Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

Epistle: Rom. 6: 18-23                                                            Gospel: Mt. 8: 5-13

Mon., July 4  9:00 For Our Country

Tues., July 5   No Divine Liturgy Today.

Wed., July 6  9:00 + Mary & Alfred Barkofsky  (Marisa Fabri)

Thurs., July 7 9:00 + Joseph Berta  (Howard Smith)
 

Fri., July 8  9:00 + Patrick Marcinko, Jr.  (Family)

Sat., July 9   No Morning Divine Liturgy     
   2:00 Confessions       
   4:00 pm  + Susan Sestili  (Roman & Eileen Kushner)

Sun., July 10  10:30 For Our Parishioners

4th of July History & Trivia: Did You Know…
 ∆ The major objection to being ruled by 

Britain was taxation without repre-
sentation. The colonists had no say in 
the decisions of English Parliament.

 ∆ In May, 1776, after nearly a year of 
trying to resolve their differences with 
England, the colonies sent delegates 
to the Second Continental Congress. 
Finally, in June, admitting that their 
efforts were hopeless; a committee 
was formed to compose the formal 
Declaration of Independence. Head-
ed by Thomas Jefferson, the commit-
tee also included John Adams, Benja-
min Franklin, Philip Livingston and 
Roger Sherman. On June 28, 1776, 
Thomas Jefferson presented the first 
draft of the declaration to Congress.

 ∆ Betsy Ross, according to legend, 
sewed the first American flag in May 
or June 1776, as commissioned by 
the Congressional Committee.

 ∆ Independence Day was first celebrat-
ed in Philadelphia on July 8, 1776.

 ∆ The Liberty Bell sounded from the 
tower of Independence Hall on July 
8, 1776, summoning citizens to gath-
er for the first public reading of the 
Declaration of Independence by Col-
onel John Nixon.

 ∆ June 14, 1777, the Continental Con-
gress, looking to promote national 
pride and unity, adopted the national 
flag. “Resolved: that the flag of the 
United States be thirteen stripes, al-
ternate red and white; that the union 
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be thirteen stars, white 
in a blue field, repre-
senting a new constel-
lation.”

 ∆ The first public Fourth 
of July event at the 
White House occurred 
in 1804.

 ∆ Before cars ruled the 
roadway, the Fourth of 
July was traditionally 
the most miserable 
day of the year for horses, tormented 
by all the noise and by the boys and 
girls who threw firecrackers at them.

 ∆ The first Independence Day celebration 
west of the Mississippi occurred at In-
dependence Creek and was celebrated 
by Lewis and Clark in 1805.

 ∆ On June 24, 1826, Thomas Jefferson 
sent a letter to Roger C. Weightman, 
declining an invitation to come to 
Washington, D.C., to help celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence. It was the last letter that 
Jefferson, who was gravely ill, ever 
wrote.

 ∆ Both Thomas Jefferson and John Ad-
ams died on Independence Day, July 4, 
1826.

 ∆ The 56 signers of the Declaration of 
Independence did not sign at the same 

time, nor did they sign 
on July 4, 1776. The 
official event occurred 
on August 2, 1776, 
when 50 men signed it.

 ∆ The names of the 
signers of the Declara-
tion of Independence 
were withheld from the 
public for more than 
six months to protect 
the signers. If indepen-

dence had not been achieved, the trea-
sonable act of the signers would have, 
by law, resulted in their deaths.

 ∆ Thomas McKean was the last to sign in 
January, 1777.

 ∆ The origin of Uncle Sam probably 
began in 1812, when Samuel Wilson 
was a meat packer who provided meat 
to the US Army. The meat shipments 
were stamped with the initials, U.S. 
Someone joked that the initials stood 
for “Uncle Sam”. This joke eventually 
led to the idea of Uncle Sam symboliz-
ing the United States government.

 ∆ In 1941, Congress declared 4th of July 
a federal legal holiday. It is one of the 
few federal holidays that have not been 
moved to the nearest Friday or Mon-
day.

Happy Independence Day!!!
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Why do we touch our right shoulders first, 
before our left when we make a sign of the 

cross? 
Jesus ascended to sit at the right 

hand of the Father. God separated 
the sheep from the goats, putting the 
faithful sheep on His right side and the 
goats on the left. Because of this prec-
edence, the Church has always treated 
the right side as the preferred side.

Censing of the holy table, the 
iconostas, the congregation, and of 
the church itself always begins with 
the right side. The priest always gives 
communion with his right hand, even 
if he is left handed. We only cross our-
selves with our right hand. The priest, 
when blessing a person, first touches or 
points to their right side then their left. 
When parents makes the Sign of the 
Cross over their children, they cross 

from left to right, just as the priest 
blesses. When they make the Sign of 
the Cross over themselves, they do it 
the other way in order to touch their 
own right shoulders first. 

Our brothers and sisters in Christ 
Roman Catholics prayed the Sign of 
the Cross this way until the 15th or 
16th century. Around that time, they 
started mimicking the priest’s move-
ment, following him first to the left, 
apparently unaware that when he went 
to the left it was with the intention of 
first blessing on their right. The apos-
tolic tradition of moving from the bel-
ly to the right shoulder was never lost 
in the Christian East and we maintain 
that tradition to this day.

Something to Think About
A father wanted to read a maga-

zine but was being bothered by his lit-
tle girl. She wanted to know what the 
United States looked like.

Finally, he tore a sheet out of his 
news magazine on which was printed 
the map of the country.

Tearing it into small pieces, he 
gave it to her and said, “Go into the 

other room and see if you can put this 
together.

After a few minutes, she returned 
and handed him the map, correctly fit-
ted and taped together.

The father was surprised and asked 
how she had finished so quickly.

“Oh,” she said, “on the other side 
of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When 
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I got all of Jesus back where He be-
longed, then our country just came to-
gether.

Sooo... When we get Jesus back 
where He belongs -- our country will 
come together. In God we trust.

Patriotic Concert
The Bethel Church, located at 248 
Welch Hill Rd. in Clifford Township, 
PA, invites everyone to their “Stand 
for the Flag, Kneel Beofe Jesus” Con-
cert today (Sunday) at 6 pm.. This 
Concert will feature the Tri State Gos-
pel Singers. Let’s celebrate not only 

the pending revival of our nation, but 
most importantly celebrate our Risen 
Lord with great fellowship and great 
music. Former and current military 
members will also be honored. Hope 
to see you there.

St. Cyril’s Food Truck Festivals
The second of our 2022 St. Cyril’s 

Food Truck Festivals is quickly ap-
proaching: Saturday and Sunday, July 
9th and 10th. Since the May basket raf-
fle was so popular, we will host anoth-
er one, this one to benefit our parish. 
Anyone able to donate a basket should 

contact Michaelene (570) 209-2026. 
Flyers for the Festival are in the ves-
tibule. Please help to spread the word 
about our FTF by distributing fly-
ers among your relatives, neighbors, 
friends, mechanics, gyms, beauticians, 
physicians, etc. 

It’s Vacation Time... (But Not for Church Bills)
It’s that time of year again...Vaca-

tion Time. We take time out of our 
normal routine for rest and relaxation. 
Sometimes we stay at home; some-
times we take trips to visit friends, ex-
plore new places or go on adventures. 
We may even forget about our normal 
routines for a little while.

Unfortunately, our bills and fi-

nancial obligations never take a vaca-
tion. This includes our Church’s bills, 
which always seem to INCREASE 
during summer time. Please, when you 
prepare to go on vacation, don’t forget 
about YOUR CHURCH! You can al-
ways mail in your Sunday Collection 
envelopes and then can enjoy your va-
cations.
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Annual Parish Raffle
It has been a while since we mailed 
tickets for the Annual Parish Raffle 
to our parishioners.The prizes were 
increased this year. Please make your 

raffle returns as soon as possible. The 
drawing is scheduled for Sunday, July 
17th. Remember, if you don’t partici-
pate, you have no chance of winning.

Chicken Dinner
“Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church will hold a Chicken 
Dinner as their Why Cook Wednesday 
Dinner for July.  The dinner will be 
on Wednesday, July 20, 2022 in their 
school hall on the corner of North 
River and West Chestnut Streets, near 
the General Hospital Parkade in Wil-
kes-Barre.  This dinner will be Take-
Out Only and Pre-Orders are strong-

ly encouraged.  Dinners will be $15 
and will include; a brined and roasted 
half-chicken, baked potato, corn, mac-
aroni salad, roll and dessert.  Place 
your order by calling the School Hall 
Kitchen (570) 829-3051.  Pick-Ups 
will be from 4:00 to 7:00pm.  Tick-
ets will also be sold for a Basket Raf-
fle.  Remember...When Baba Cooks, 
Everybody’s Happy!”

88TH Annual Seminary Day
This event will be held Sunday, July 
31, 2022 at St. Nicholas Church picnic 
grounds in Primrose (just outside Min-
ersville) PA. This annual event is spon-
sored by the 12 parishes and faithful of 
the South Anthracite Deanery under 
the leadership of their pastors. Plans 

for the day already include a Hierar-
chical Divine Liturgy with the clergy 
of the deanery at 11 A.M. and the Food 
Sale will start at 1 P.M. with delicious 
ethnic and regional foods prepared by 
the parishes of the deanery.

That’s Not My Job!
This is a story about four people named 
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and 
Nobody. There was an important job 
to be done and  Everybody was sure 
that Somebody would do it. Anybody 

could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry about that because 
it was Everybody’s job. Everybody 
thought Anybody could do it, but No-
body realized that Everybody wouldn’t 
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do it. It ended up that Everybody 
blames Somebody when Nobody did 

what Anybody could have done.
Anonymous 

Paying it Forward for the summer of 2022 at St. 
Cyril’s.

 We are always so thankful to the community for their donations to our sales.  
WE Pay it Forward!

This week,  one truckload of items went to United Neighborhoods of Scranton,  
and a  carload of items went to St. Mary’s Villa of Elmhurst.  Items went to  Good-
will on the Scranton Carbondale Highway.   As in the past, items were always do-
nated after every Rummage sale event,  2020 (one sale) and 2021 (3 sales) but due 
to the Pandemic, non-profit organizations were not accepting items for two years.  
Now is the time to move forward, donate the old items and get ready for Fall 2022.  
As  Steve says again,  “ ....Give 2 hours and help out the church....”  Contact Father 
Nestor at 570- 291-4451 or Lauren Telep  cell at 646-241-9443

Volunteers can come on, Tuesday, July 5th, & Wednesday, July 6th starting 
at 10:00 a.m. A  little housecleaning at St. Cyri’s School gym will be started: on 
shelves, racks, floors, and tables.  All need a little TLC. A few boxes still need to 
be dropped off at Goodwill, in Dickson City. Steve Cucura will be there and say  
“Give 2 hours to help out the church”  Contact Father Nestor or Lauren Telep.   WE 
“Pay it Forward” and there is never use of a dumpster!!  We are organizing  the 
school gym in preparation for the Fall Sale, (September 23-23, 2022)   

BOXES AND LARGE TRASH BAGS ARE NEEDED  You could drop them 
off (anytime) on the back porch of the rectory (behind the church), in case of rain. 
Or  Call or text Lauren (646-241-9443) if you have a lot of boxes, to open in the 
school gym. Thank you, very much!!  

“Pay it Forward” (is an expression for describing the beneficiary a good deed 
repaying the kindness of to others instead of to the original benefactor...alternative 
giving!!!!

Collection Processing Team...
The Collection Processing Team for 
the month of July 2022 is Team #3: 

Marlene Zelno, Dorothy Zinsky, and 
Cheryl Matuszewski.

Sunday Collection for June 25 & 26, 2022: $2,229.00
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Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church

135 River St., Olyphant, PA 18447-1435

Telephone: 570-291-4451     Fax: 570-489-6918

Web Site: stcyrils.weconnect.com

E-Mail: sscyrilandmethodius@comcast.net

Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor               
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