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November 20, 2022:  24th Sunday After Pentecost

Epistle: Eph. 2: 14-22                                                          Gospel: Lk. 12: 16-21

Mon., Nov. 21	 Entrance of the Mother of God (Solemn Holy Day)		
			   9:00	 + Nicholas Zinsky  (Wife, Dorothy)

Tues., Nov. 22	 9:00	 + Marlene Nestrick  (Lauren Telep)

Wed., Nov. 23	 9:00	 + Joe Berta  (Marlene & Bob Zelno)

Thurs., Nov. 24		  Thanksgiving Day						    
			   9:00	 Thanksgiving to God for All Our Blessings

Fri., Nov. 25			   No Divine Liturgy Today.

Sat., Nov. 26			  No Morning Divine Liturgy.				  
			   2:00 pm  Confessions.							    
			   4:00 pm  For Our Parishioners

Sun., Nov. 27		 10:30	 + Andrew Smagula  (Son, Joseph)

Feast of the Entrance of 
the Theotokos

Commemorated November 21st

When Mary was three years of age, 
Joachim and Anne took their daugh-
ter, Mary, to the Temple so that she 
might be consecrated to the service of 
the Lord. According to legend, they 
invited the young girls of the town to 
walk before her with lighted torches. 
As soon as they had reached the tem-
ple, Mary, alone and unhesitatingly, 
went up the steps of the sanctuary 
where she was to remain, living in 
the contemplation of God and mirac-
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ulously fed by the Archangel Gabriel, 
until the day she was espoused to Jo-
seph, shortly before the Annunciation. 
The theme of this feast is that Mary the 
Immaculate One, the Temple of the liv-
ing God, is offered to the Almighty in 
his holy house in Jerusalem. This day 

witnesses the bond between the Word 
and the Virgin predestined in eternity; 
this day is the fountainhead of all her 
privileges. This event is not recorded 
in the Bible but Tradition remembers 
the event because of its theological 
importance.

Thanksgiving Greetings

This Thursday is Thanksgiving 
Day. Someone once said that he feels 
sorry for atheists on Thanksgiving Day 
because they have no one to thank. 
The pilgrims who landed at Plymouth 
Rock in 1620 knew they had SOME-
ONE to thank, since one of their mo-
tives in coming to the new world was 
their desire for religious freedom. Like 
the chosen people of the Bible, they 
came to a land full of promise and they 
soon recognized their debt to God by 
beginning our custom of Thanksgiv-

ing Day.
Thanksgiving Day for us is tradi-

tionally a family day, a time for home-
comings and the sharing of a sumptu-
ous dinner. We will celebrate a Liturgy 
of Thanksgiving on Thanksgiving Day 
at 9:00 am this year so that as a Parish 
Family we can gather together to give 
thanks and then to return to our homes 
to enjoy the Thanksgiving meal. This 
year, let us begin this Thanksgiving 
Day properly by coming together 
as God’s children in His Home - our 
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Church. We should gather there to ex-
press thanks to God for all His many 
favors. As Americans, we should ex-
press our gratitude for the blessings 
of living as we do in a free and pros-
perous land. As Christians we should 
gather to express our gratitude for our 
faith, a faith that gives us the joy of 
knowing that God is our Loving Fa-
ther.

This coming Thanksgiving day 
reminds us that we, both as Catholic 
Christians and as Americans, have in-
deed much to be thankful for. Above 
all, it reminds us that we have SOME-
ONE to thank. As a “Parish family” 
let us gather in our “Family House 
of Worship” at the beginning of this 
Thanksgiving Day to express our sin-
cere gratitude to God, Our Father!

Did You Know…
…that the first Thanksgiving took 

place in 1621, when the Pilgrims held 
a three day feast at Plymouth, Rock, 
MA to celebrate the bountiful har-
vest? During the first year, half of 
the 110 Pilgrims had left England in 
1620 survived the cold winter. During 
their second year, however, failed Pil-
grims flourished with plentiful food 
sources, thanks in large part to the 
friendship and guidance of an Abnaki 
Indian named Squanto. Therefore, by 
proclamation of the Pilgrim Governor 
William Bradford, the first Thanksgiv-
ing celebration was held in the fall of 
1621. He also invited the neighboring 
Native Americans to join with the col-
onists in the celebration.

…that Thanksgiving became a na-
tional holiday through the proclama-
tion of President Abraham Lincoln in 

October of 1863? Because the nation 
was struggling in the midst of the Civil 
War, Lincoln felt that Americans need-
ed to set aside time to call to mind and 
acknowledge all the many gifts with 
which our nation was endowed – land, 
freedom, food – were gifts given to us 
by God. A day was needed when we 
could forget our differences and re-
member our many blessings. In the 
act of calling to mind our blessings, a 
sense of gratitude to the Giver of all 
the good gifts is an obvious conse-
quence.

…that it was common in many an-
cient civilizations to have celebrations 
of gratitude for good gifts received? In 
justice, they believed that they owed 
Divine Providence their thanks for all 
the good gifts of creation.

…that our Jewish ancestors like-
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wise celebrated an annual “Thanksgiv-
ing?” Actually it was two celebrations: 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. These were observed in the 
spring when the first crops were har-
vested and lambs were born. Gratitude 
extended beyond the gifts of creation 
to the recognition that God had deliv-
ered them from the slavery.

…that it was at the Passover cel-
ebration that Jesus “took the cup, 
and after giving thanks… And when 
He had taken some Bread and given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, 

saying, “This is My body which is giv-
en for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.”

…that the word “Eucharist” 
comes from the Greek word mean-
ing “thanksgiving?” In the Eucharist 
we come together to give thanks and 
praise to God for all that Jesus did for 
us, His death and resurrection, and for 
all that God continues to do every day.

… that the Divine Liturgy is a su-
preme act of praise and thanksgiving 
to God?

Come Back to Church!
The Eucharist is our life-line, without 
it we cannot live. The Sunday Divine 
Liturgy is the community celebration 
of Christ in our midst, the event that 
unites us all together as the Body of 
Christ. Celebrating the Eucharist is not 
just a commandment of the Church, 
but an inner necessity. Christ sustains 
us, and, without Him, our lives are 
empty. It is time to return to full par-
ish life, with precautions, and to come 
back to church weekly to participate 

in the Lord’s banquet and receive Him 
in Holy Communion, by which we be-
come the Body of Christ. Now, as we 
trust in the Lord, and with great con-
fidence in the vaccines, our lives are 
opening up to more activity. It is time 
to return to the obligation of Sunday 
Divine Liturgy. Our obligation to par-
ticipate in worship at the Divine Litur-
gy is an obligation of love as well as a 
command of the Lord.

Parish Membership and Expectations
What then does it mean to be a pa-

rishioner? What are the expectations?
As a result of my baptism, in prac-

ticing my Christian discipleship, I am 

expected as a registered member of 
my parish to:
•	 regularly attend and participate in 

the Sunday Divine Liturgy, togeth-
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er with my family;
•	 regularly participate in the litur-

gical and sacramental life of the 
Church;

•	 develop and practice an ongoing 
personal/family prayer life;

•	 witness to the teachings of the 
Church by the manner of my liv-
ing life;

•	 practice stewardship of my time, 

talent and treasure in service to the 
mission of the Church;

•	 acknowledge, as a registered mem-
ber, that I am to be a participant in 
serving the mission of the parish 
rather than being only a spectator; 
and

•	 realize the necessary and ongoing 
importance of love, generosity, 
faith and family.

The Cherubimic Hymn
The Cherubimic Hymn derives its 
name from the time when St. John the 
Evangelist heard the cherubim singing 
in his revelation. The hymn reminds us 

to forget all worldly cares and turn our 
thoughts to God -- that we may pay at-
tention to the Great Mysteries fulfilled 
in our presence.

Free Thanksgiving Dinner
WE GIVE THANKS will spon-

sor a FREE Thanksgiving dinner on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 24th and 
will be held at the Dickson City Ea-
gle Hose Company Fire Hall, 1 Eagle 
Lane, Dickson City. It is FREE and 
open to anyone. We will begin serv-
ing at 12 noon and will end at 3 pm 
(or when the food runs out, what ever 

comes first). Take outs will be availa-
ble after 1 pm.

This is the 23rd year that we are 
hoding this dinner. If you would like to 
volunteer or know someone in need of 
a dinner, please contact Judie or Brian 
Richards at 570-878-1001 or email ju-
diedchrc@gmail.com.

‘Tis the Season! Decorating 
St. Cyrils Church for Christmas 2022

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday DE-
CEMBER 4, 2022.

Christmas will be here before we 

know it! The decorating of St. Cyril’s 
Church will be on Sunday, December 
4, 2022. after the Divine Liturgy at 
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approximately 12:00 noon. All Pa-
rishioners are invited to volunteer, as 
windows, inconostas, vestibule, the 
Royal Doors, the Main Altar, manger, 
choir loft, outdoors, etc... are deco-
rated for the Christmas season. Du-
ane and Dino will have the table and 
manger in place to help out in early 

preparation for Sunday. 
 Everything is labeled and easy to 

put in its proper place. We need your 
help, as we prepare for the Holy Sea-
son of Christmas in our church. Any 
questions, contact Father Nestor 570-
291-4451

St. Cyril’s Rummage SALE 
Financial Report for 2022

The 12th year (2022) of the St. Cyril’s Rummage Sale concluded with the 
following information.

Total net profit $ $17,958.41 (June $5,919.23) and (September $12,039.18) 
Rummage Sale fundraisers to St. Cyril Church, Total Net Profit for 12 

years (2010-2012) $214,791.55 We thank everyone who has made St. Cyril’s 
Rummage sales so successful for the benefit of our church for the past 12 years. 

Financial Report for the September 23-24, 2022 St. Cyril’s Rummage Sale

Pre Rummage Sale to 9/22/2022:........................................$738.75
Post Rummage Sale from 9/25/2022:..................................$313.00
Sales 9/23-9/24, 2022:....................................................$11,643.78*
Gross Profit:..................................................................$12,695.53
Expenses (Volunteer lunches, supplies);...........................  -(656.35)
NET PROFIT:...............................................................$12,039.18

* Includes The 2022 Raffle basket Income of $1227.00

Collection Processing Team...
The Collection Processing Team for 
the month of November 2022 is Team 

#3: Marlene Zelno, Dorothy Zinsky, 
and Cheryl Matuszewski.

Sunday Collection for Nov. 12 & 13, 2022: $1,895.00
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Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church

135 River St., Olyphant, PA 18447-1435

Telephone: 570-291-4451     Fax: 570-489-6918

Web Site: stcyrils.weconnect.com

E-Mail: sscyrilandmethodius@comcast.net

Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor               
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