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Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor

Icons Show the Human Face of God

Icon of the Holy Images

First Sunday of the Great Fast
Sunday of Orthodoxy
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February 22, 2026:  First Sunday of the Great Fast

Epistle: Heb. 11:24-26, 32 - 12:2                                              Gospel: Jn. 1: 43-51

This Weekend 4:00 pm  + George Danylak  (Kushner Family)   
   10:30 For Our Parishioners
;  

Mon., Feb. 23  No Services Today

Tues., Feb. 24 9:00 + Gloria Smetana  (Legate)

Wed., Feb. 25 6:00 pm  Stations; Sorokousty

Thurs., Feb. 26 9:00 + Fr. John Wysochansky  (Legate)

Fri., Feb. 27  6:00 pm  Presanctifi ed Liturgy

Sat., Feb. 28   No Morning Divine Liturgy     
   2:00 pm  Confessions       
   4:00 pm  + Christine Danylak  (Leo Danylak)

Sun., March 1 10:30 For Our Parishioners

Wൾඅർඈආൾ Mංඍඋൾൽ Aඋർඁඉඋංൾඌඍ Pൾඍൾඋ Wൺඌඅඈ
This weekend we once again 

welcome Mitred Archpriest Peter Waslo 
to our Parish. He is covering for me as I 
recover from Bronchitis and RSV. We are 
grateful for his willingness to step in and 
serve our community during this time, 

ensuring that our parish life continues 
smoothly. We thank Mitred Archpriest 
Peter for helping us out this weekend. 
May God grant him many happy and 
blessed years!

Mൾൽංඍൺඍංඈඇ ൿඈඋ ඍඁൾ
Fංඋඌඍ Sඎඇൽൺඒ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Gඋൾൺඍ Fൺඌඍ

When Philip told Nathaniel that they 
had found “the one about whom Moses 
wrote in the law, also the prophets, Jesus, 
son of Joseph, from Nazareth”, Nathan-

iel asks “Can anything good come from 
Nazareth?” (Jn. 1:46). Nathaniel reveals 
a common human characteristic, namely 
a tendency to make quick judgments. Je-

- 7 -

and pray for our brothers and sis- ters still suff ering in Ukraine.

Pඈඋ඄ൾඍඍൺ Sൺඅൾ
Eureka Hose Co. No. 4, 717 E. 

Grant St., Olyphant, is sponsoring a 
porketta sandwich sale on March 7th 

from noon to 5 pm at the fi re station. 
Tickets, priced at $7 for two sand-
wiches, may be purchased from any 

member of the station, Mondays from 
6 to 7 pm. Patrons are encouraged to 
purchase tickets prior to the sale to 
guarantee availability. Proceeds will 
be used for station and equipment up-
keep.

Cඈඅඅൾർඍංඈඇ Pඋඈർൾඌඌංඇ඀ Tൾൺආ
The Collection Processing 

Team for the month of February 
2026 is Team #2: Eugene Zin-

sky, John Turko, Jr., and Michael 
Shumek.

Sunday Collection for Feb. 14 & 15, 2026: $2,718.00

Sincere thanks to all of you for your kindness and generosity.

A T   C ...
Happy Birthday and Mnohaya Leeta to the following Parishioners who cel-
ebrate their birthdays in February:

Dorothy T. Chezik
Andre Marcinko

Anne Nasevich
Andrea Novak

Samuel Sczesniak
Stefan Turko

If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed, and you would like it listed, 
please drop us a note indicating when your Birthday or Anniversary is. We 
only publish this information by request. If you do not provide this informa-
tion, it will not be published.
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**All bingo equipment and supplies were donated by the Fundraising Com-
mittee.

Cඈඅඅൾർඍංඈඇ ൿඈඋ ඍඁൾ Cඁඎඋർඁ ංඇ 
Cൾඇඍඋൺඅ ൺඇൽ Eൺඌඍൾඋඇ Eඎඋඈඉൾ

Our Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in the United States participates in 
a Special Collection which supports 
the Church in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Communism in this region 
fell more than 30 years ago, but the 
Church still struggles to rebuild af-
ter decades of oppressive rule. Under 
communism, religion and religious 
practices were openly persecuted, 
and atheism was actively propagated 

and enforced. Your support of this 
collection aids those aff ected by the 
war in Ukraine and renews vital as-
pects of Church life throughout the 
region. You support Seminary pro-
grams, promote ministries and educa-
tion for children and families, rebuild 
Churches, and renew community life. 
Please be generous and prayerfully 
consider how you can support this 
collection.

Pඒඌൺඇ඄ඒ Cඅൺඌඌൾඌ
Learn the art of making Ukraini-

an Easter Eggs.  Classes are February 
22nd and March 1st, with two times to 
choose from: 12:00 and 3:00. Fee of 
$25 includes all supplies. Location:  

St. Cyril’s Parish Hall, 207 River 
Street, Olyphant.  For reservations 
call: Tammy 570-766-1919. Class siz-
es are limited and fi ll up fast.

Mඈඅൾൻൾඇ Pඋൺඒൾඋ Sൾඋඏංർൾ ൿඈඋ U඄උൺංඇൾ
St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Cath-

olic Church, 430 N. 7th Ave. in 
Scranton, will host a special Mole-
ben Prayer Service for Ukraine this 
Tuesday, February 24th, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. This is the anniversary 

of the invasion of Ukraine by Rus-
sia. Very Rev. Archpriest Teodor 
Czabala will be the Guest Speaker 
and there will be a short fi lm about 
Ukraine in Church. Please join us 
to commemorate this sad occasion 
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sus repeatedly instructed his disciples 
and the people to whom he preached 
to “Stop judging that you may not be 
judged” (Mt. 7:1) He would ask why 
we look at the splinter in another per-
son’s eye and not the wooden beam in 
our own eye. Let the one who is with-
out sin cast the fi rst stone! Quick judg-
ments are often revealed through the 
occasional use of inappropriate words 

or swearing. Jesus told his disciples 
that “on the day of judgment, people 
will render an account for every care-
less word they speak” (Mt. 12:36). We 
ought to set aside any careless use of 
words. Setting aside our tendency to 
judge others while realizing our own 
huge imperfections is a necessity be-
fore welcoming the Lord into our 
hearts.

Sඉංඋංඍඎൺඅ Rൾ඀ඎඅൺඍංඈඇඌ ൿඈඋ ඍඁൾ Gඋൾൺඍ Fൺඌඍ
Although our Church tradition-

ally prescribed abstention from meat 
and dairy products in days gone by for 
the entire duration of the Great Fast, 
the following are the minimal Lenten 
regulations today:

Abstinence from meat and all 
dairy products on the First Day of the 
Great Fast and on Good Friday.

Abstinence from meat only on all 
Fridays of the Great Fast as well as 
Holy Saturday. It is also traditional 
to abstain from meat on Wednesdays 
during the Great Fast.

Everyone should receive the Holy 
Mysteries of Reconciliation and Holy 
Eucharist during the period from the 
onset of Great Fast to the Wednesday 
before Ascension Thursday.

The Fasting and Abstinence regu-
lations are not binding on persons 60 

or older, the very poor, sick, nursing 
or pregnant women, children below 
the age of 14, and those who engage in 
physically very hard labor. However, 
all are urged, if able to do so, to ob-
serve the fasting and abstinence regu-
lations.

All the faithful are urged to attend 
the Lenten services such as the Pre-
sanctifi ed Liturgy, and the Commem-
oration of the Deceased (Sorokousty).

Such good deeds as almsgiving, 
visitation of the sick, Bible reading and 
praying for vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life are most earnest-
ly recommended to all the Faithful. 
Families are especially urged to pray 
together in the mornings and evenings.
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Wඁൺඍ ංඌ ඍඁൾ Pඋൾඌൺඇർඍංൿංൾൽ Lංඍඎඋ඀ඒ? 
The Liturgy of the Presanctifi ed 

Gifts is an evening service. It is the 
solemn Lenten Vespers with the ad-
ministration of Holy Communion add-
ed to it. There is no consecration of the 
eucharistic gifts at the Presanctifi ed 
Liturgy. Holy Communion is given 
from the Eucharistic Gifts sanctifi ed 
on a previous day’s  Divine Liturgy. 
During the psalms of Vespers, the Pre-
sanctifi ed Gifts are prepared for com-
munion. They are transferred from the 
Holy Table (Altar)  where they have 

been reserved since the Divine Lit-
urgy, and are placed on the Table of 
Oblation. After the Evening Hymn, 
the Old Testament readings from the 
Books of Genesis and Proverbs are 
read, between which the celebrant 
blesses the kneeling congregation with 
a lighted candle and the words: “The 
Light of Christ illumines all,” indicat-
ing that all wisdom is given by Christ 
in the Church through the Scriptures 
and Holy Mysteries. 

Rൾൿඅൾർඍංඈඇ Oඇ “Fൺඌඍංඇ඀”
Q: Why do we fast?
A: Just as the children of Israel 

ate the “bread of affl  iction” (Deu-
teronomy 16:3) in preparation for 
the Passover, so Christians pre-
pare themselves for the celebration 
of Pascha by observing the fast of 

Great Lent. Moses fasted on Mount 
Sinai (Exodus 34:28), and Elijah on 
Mount Horeb (I Kings 19:8-12). But 
most importantly, Our Lord fasted 
in the wilderness for 40 days and 40 
nights (Matthew 4:1-2) and we imi-
tate His example.

Bඅൾඌඌൾൽ Cൺඇൽඅൾඌ
Decorative candles were blessed 

on the Feast of the Encounter of Our 
Lord with Simeon and Anna. These 
candles are available for a donation 

of $15. They make a wonderful gift or 
you can use them for the Easter Basket 
blessing. Supplies are limited, so be 
sure to get yours soon.
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Oඇ Wංඇඍൾඋ Cඁඎඋർඁ Aඍඍൾඇൽൺඇർൾ
Winter sometimes brings stormy 

weather. We kindly ask our parishio-
ners to use good judgment and com-
mon sense by not driving when condi-
tions are dangerous. As weather varies 
from place to place, it may be that ser-
vices will be held as scheduled, despite 
the fact that conditions in your area are 
diffi  cult. Please prioritize your safety 
and that of others by assessing the situ-
ation before venturing out.

Also, wintertime is cold and fl u 

season. If you are truly sick, please 
stay home. Refrain from attending ser-
vices to avoid the risk of infecting your 
fellow parishioners with your illness. 
Rest assured, God will understand 
your need to take care of your health 
and the well-being of the community.

We appreciate your cooperation 
and understanding in these matters. 
Let us all do our part to ensure a safe 
and healthy winter season.

Bංඇ඀ඈ ൺඍ ඍඁൾ Mൺඇඈඋ ඈඇ Mൺංඇ
With heartfelt gratitude we are very happy to announce that our Cash Bingo 

was a resounding success!  We have had a lot of positive feedback but will strive 
for improvement! We would like to THANK EVERYONE who contributed in 
any way to help us achieve this success……to all of the Volunteers—parishio-
ners and non-parishioners, sponsors of games and all additional donations to help 
defray the expenses, donors of the many beautiful baskets, the delicious bake 
sale items, all those who bought tickets and sold tickets. 

Income:
 Ticket sales, Donations, extra boards, specials, 
 Daubers, Basket Raffl  e, Bake Sale, 50/50 tickets:              $29,454.00

Expenses: **
 Bingo Games Payout:   $3,300.00
 Manor on Main:    $2,928.00
 Total Expenses:      $ 6,228.00

Net Income:                   $23,226.00


