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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 20, 2022 6:30 PM 

AN OPEN ASSEMBLY OF CATHOLIC BELIEVERS OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD               CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: 

Amy Petersen, Joe Burke, Valerie Rockwell, Aaron Banyai, Grace Shaw, Kathy Hevey, John Mairoana, 

Chris Macchia 

Deacon Myles Pocta, Janet Jones, Bridgett Passauer, Lisa Liedl, John Sokolowski, Ruth Brogan, Hayley 

Mayette 

Not Present: 

Fr. Daniel, Deacon Tom McFeely, Deacon Gary Harmeyer, Deacon Jim Ahearn, Jim Fowler, Tom 

Steffens, Bill Rockwell, Diana Banyai, Ken Levins, Mike Anders, Mark Shaw 

MEETING START 

The meeting was called to order by Amy Petersen, Chairperson at 6:30 PM ET.  The Pastoral Council 

(PC) session’s opening reflection and prayer was prepared and presented by Grace Shaw which focused 

on Saint Cecilia. 

The PC recited the Vision statement and the Parish Mission statement together. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. March 2022 minutes were presented to the PC by Amy Petersen. No additions or amendments were 

submitted by attendees; therefore, a vote was called to accept/approve the minutes.  It was passed. 

2. Amy Petersen reviewed the schedule for the upcoming Vision talks that will take place over the next 

four (4) weekends.  

a. There were several spots still open.  

b. Amy P. solicited volunteers from those present. All empty slots were filled. 

c. Lisa Liedl reminded us that anything “proclaimed from the pulpit” needs to be reviewed in 

advance. Therefore ALL presenters must submit their talk drafts to Kathy Hevey by 

Friday before their scheduled Talk. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Welcome Hayley Mayette – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen introduced Hayley Mayette to the PC.  Hayley is the new Communications Director for 
Church of the Ascension.  Hayley was once a Youth Leader at Ascension.  She wants to get the 
youth of Ascension more involved with Missionary Discipleship. You can reach Hayley at: 
Comm_specialist@ascensionvb.org 
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2. Plan for Mary’s Garden Dedication – Chris Macchia 

Chris Macchia briefed the PC regarding the upcoming dedication festivities for Mary’s Garden on May 
1, 2022.  The dedication is one of the events in year of celebration of the 50th Anniversary.  The 
statue of Mary is scheduled to be delivered and installed on Friday, April 22, 2022. The statue will be 
covered until the day of the dedication. 

On May 1, the dedication will follow the end of the 12:30 Mass. There are a host of details that are 
being coordinated by Chris and Becky Macchia.  Linda Flores and the Filipino community will be 
hosting the reception in the Pavilion after the dedication. 

3. Parish 50th Anniversary Update: Bishop’s Mass – Chris Macchia / Tom Steffens 

Chris Macchia briefly shared how the children will be involved in the Mass. Although many of the 
details had not yet been worked out on what exactly the children’s role will be, they will be finalized 
well ahead of time and communicated to all parents.  They will be wearing blue for the celebration. 

Tom Steffens was not able to attend the meeting, however he had provided an update document prior 
to the meeting. Amy Petersen recapped the report.  There will be a full 50th Anniversary Committee 
meeting on April 25, that is designed to work out many of the remaining details. 

John Mairoana asked a question about if other local faith communities or churches were being 
invited. Amy Petersen and Lisa Liedl did confirm that select set of neighboring churches were indeed 
being invited. However, since the Mass is on a Sunday morning, it was not expected that there would 
be a large turn out from priests or pastors. 

Joe Burke asked about the parking situation and how it was going to be communicated to the Parish. 
Arrangements have been made to provide approximately 600 spaces.  This includes many from 
Catholic High School, where a shuttle service has been arranged.  Lisa Liedl mentioned that she has 
received feedback from several parishioners that the parking message is starting to have a negative 
impact – possibly making some to not want to come to the Mass and deal with the parking headache.  
Deacon Myles suggested that a formal “Transportation Plan” be developed ahead of the Mass to 
address many of these concerns. 

The question of whether a Cooling / First-Aid tent is required was discussed.  It was the consensus of 
the PC that a First-Aid station be provided.  It was noted that there may not be enough time to 
contract to EMS staff.  It was also noted that having a separate “tent” may not be the best option. 
Instead setting up the First-Aid station in the Library where it would be inside the Church building 
might make it more convenient for rendering assistance – especially in heat related incidents. The PC 
agreed to pass on the suggestions to Tom Steffens to be addressed at the upcoming committee 
meeting. 

Deacon Myles shared that the Liturgical Planning document is due back to the Bishop’s office next 
Friday, April 29, 2022. 

4. Parishioner Concern re: Costs for the 50th Anniversary Mass – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen shared an email that she and several other Staff members received expressing the 
authors serious reservations about the expenditure for the 50th Anniversary Mass in light of the 
current year’s budget short falls. Amy shared with the PC the pending response from Tom Steffens.  
A further discussion was had with Lisa and Amy relaying the common messages that are being used 
when this topic is raised: the Mass is already half paid for, and the funds are actually coming from the 
Growing into Our Future Campaign and not the General Fund. 
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5. Change to the Mission Statement – John Mairoana 

John Mairoana shared his point of view on the long-standing Parish Mission statement. He 
highlighted that only the Sacrament of Eucharist was included in the statement, even though we 
celebrate all seven.  He suggested that a small change to the Mission statement could include all of 
the Sacraments (i.e. “Celebrating the Eucharist” would become “Celebrating the Sacraments”).  A 
discussion followed his remarks regarding the original intent of the Mission Statement authors. Amy 
P. tabled any decisions for a later meeting where more of the PC and Staff could provide their input. 
John M. asked that the PC to mull over his suggestions. 

6. Pastoral Plan Review – Joe Burke 

Joe Burke shared an overview of the Pastoral Plan Review that he had concluded.  This was the first 
mid-plan review that had ever been done. It was an important step for the Parish to take because it 
shed some much-needed light on the plan and how it is being currently executed.  The overall 
message that Joe wanted to convey was that the Parish is very good at setting its sight on a goal and 
accomplishing it, but it cannot do too many things at the same time. 

The five major initiatives laid out in the Pastoral Plan had seen a lot of good progress.  The five minor 
tenets, which were more akin to daily activities, also saw progress, but not as much. Two 
unanticipated events waylaid the Plan: COVID and the SYNOD – each of which was handled as best 
we could at the time. 

Joe shared some of his conclusions: 

1. 50th Anniversary and the Vision are in the middle of execution and are proceeding well. 
2. The integration of Missionary Discipleship made significant progress  but has had to slow its 

implementation in order for the parish to address concerns brought on by the pandemic and the 
Synod process. 

3. The Welcome Back Campaign has been challenging to measure if “people in the pews” is the 
metric, This was aimed at the post-pandemic climate and we are still adapting to the health 
impacts. 

4. The capital funding campaign was highly successful. 
5. A couple of areas where we didn’t do well. 

a. Reviewing Parish Ministries 
b. Defining relative resources to youth, seniors, and families. 

6. We need to be constantly viewing everything through the lens of the Vision. When we do that, a 
hard conversation will inevitably follow. 

The Pastoral Plan Review document has been shared in the DropBox. 

7. Parish Council Manning the Welcome Desk – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen informed the PC that a new “job” will be added to the Ministry Sign Up software MSP.  
Once it is there, PC members will be able to sign up for a time slot for the Mass of their choosing. 
Please consider manning the Welcome Desk at least once per month as an opportunity to meet with 
our fellow parishioners. 

8. Safety Team Status – Amy Petersen 

The lack of volunteers, adequate equipment, and budget has made the continuation of the Safety 
Team unsustainable.  Father wants to make one last pitch for volunteers.  However, if we do not have 
enough people step up, then it will be disbanded on June 30.  The police presence is another 
expense that will be discontinued.  It is a large budget line item that has not been included in next 
year’s budget. This subject will be discussed again in May, though the actions have already been 
initiated. 
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9. Q & A / Staff & Department Head Reports / Comments 

Staff and Department Head reports have been uploaded to the Parish Drop Box account for all to 

review. 

10. Conversations on Volunteers, Awareness, and the Future – Various 

A spontaneous, spirited conversation was had among many of the PC members. The conversation 
revolved around the fact that the Staff is overworked, often overwhelmed, and tired.  There are not 
enough volunteers to offset all the duties that the Staff must cover. It was observed that the “same old 
crowd” of volunteers are doing all the work. The Parish needs an injection of ownership among each 
parishioner.  If we do not start to see more people stepping up to help, then many of the programs 
that the Parish has long supported will be subject to some hard decisions. 

DEACON’S COMMENTS – MYLES POCTA 

Deacon Myles shared several observations that he had while he listened to the discussions and briefings. 

He feels that the current makeup of the PC is very dynamic.  That it has the charisms that can help to 

reshape, remold, and usher in a renaissance for the Parish.  He feels that the necessary leadership is 

present and is very interested to see how it will bloom into action. 

MEETING END 

Deacon Myles Pocta offered the closing prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 11:42 PM ET. 

 

PRAYERFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

JON SZEWCZAK 

SECRETARY 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on May 18, 2022.  The Reflection will be given by Mark Shaw. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 2021 - 2022 

 

Meeting Date Reflection By 

18 May 2022 Mark Shaw 

15 Jun 2022 Tom Steffens 

20 Jul 2022 Jon Szewczak 

 


