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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 18, 2022 6:30 PM 

AN OPEN ASSEMBLY OF CATHOLIC BELIEVERS OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD               CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: 

Amy Petersen, Joe Burke, Jon Szewczak, Diana Banyai, John Maiorana, Bill Rockwell, Valerie Rockwell, 

Ken Levins, Tom Steffens 

Fr. Daniel, Deacon Myles Pocta, Janet Jones, Bridgett Passauer, Lisa Liedl, John Sokolowski, Hayley 

Mayette, Deacon Tom McFeely, Jim Fowler, Ruth Brogan 

Not Present: 

Deacon Gary Harmeyer, Deacon Jim Ahearn, Grace Shaw, Mark Shaw, Aaron Banyai, Mike Anders 

MEETING START 

The meeting was called to order by Amy Petersen, Chairperson at 6:34 PM ET via Zoom virtual meeting.  

The PC session’s opening prayer was provided by Bridgett Passauer and the reflection was provided by 

Amy Petersen. Amy Petersen recited the Parish Mission statement on behalf of the PC. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. April 2022 minutes were presented to the PC by Amy Petersen. No additions or amendments were 

submitted by attendees; therefore, a vote was called to accept/approve the minutes.  It was passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Integration Process – Joe Burke 

Joe Burke brought to the council a summary of the initiatives that Father Daniel had charged him to 
lead. The initiatives are designed to bring a focus on how we, as a parish, are going to integrate all 
the lessons learned, large quantities of data, and the Vision principles into the coming year(s). Father 
Daniel tasked a small group to start coming up with ideas that he could use when planning the next 
steps. 

The small group formulated three main areas of focus for the immediate future:  

1. Communication and teamwork among the various official committees, staff, and clergy. 
2. Education for parishioners 
3. Assessment Data – what do we do with the data that has been gathered over the last year. 

The three main areas of focus have brought to light several key takeaways: 
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1. The 50th anniversary celebrations have kindled a fire in many and they are eager for many more 
activities. 

2. A longer lead time may be needed for each of the activities that are already scheduled and those 
that are yet to be scheduled but are in the early planning stages. 

3. Prioritization of future activities will be necessary, due to many different resource constraints. 

Joe Burke shared a few thoughts Father Daniel had.  Father Daniel remarked in the first 50 years of 
the Parish, many of the ministries operated independently. In the next 50 years, the ministries will 
need to work together to strengthen the parish. 

2. Parish 50th Anniversary Update: Bishop’s Mass – Tom Steffens 

Tom Steffens was able to join the meeting to give a brief to the PC about the Bishop’s Mass that will 
be on 22 May 2022 at 10:00 a.m.  Everything is on track for a successful Mass.  There is a rehearsal 
scheduled for Saturday, 21 May 2022 at 3:00 PM ET. The only item that is not settled is the Papal 
Blessing that was petitioned several months ago. When Tom S. attempted to call the Vatican’s 
service line for prayer requests, he received a message that the number was no longer in service.  
There is no further word on the progress of the Papal Blessing. 

Lisa Liedl initiated another conversation centering around potential “meet and greet” opportunities 
with the Bishop after the Mass. Lisa was concerned about the potential locations for such a thing, 
because the ACC is not a good candidate due to the amount of activity that will be going on.  She 
suggested the Commons, because of its environmental controls. However, there was concern among 
many about having so many people walking all over the church grounds to get to the Commons. 
Deacon Tom M. suggested setting up tents like it was done for the plant sale, but no one was sure of 
the best location.  It was also noted that the conversation might be moot, because we do not yet know 
the Bishop’s schedule for the day, and do not know if he will even have time for the meet and greet 
sessions. Ultimately, Father Dan and Deacon Myles will coordinate with Father Brian Capuano to 
decide what will happen and where. 

3. Change to the Mission Statement – John Maiorana 

John Maiorana again presented his views on how all Sacraments could, or should, be included in the 
Parish Mission statement and not just the Eucharist.  Ruth Brogan shared an insightful viewpoint 
centered around how Catholic’s beliefs in the Eucharist are the fundamental, defining difference to 
other protestant denominations, many of whom also have forms of the other Sacraments.  Father 
Daniel also presented his views on the matter, as well as a few other PC members. The PC decided 
that there would be no recommendation to change the Parish Mission statement at this time. John 
Maiorana, after hearing Ruth and Father Daniel’s feedback, agreed with the decision. 

4. Search for New PC Members – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen raised the issue that three new members for the Parish Council will be needed for this 
coming term (i.e. 2022/2023). Father Daniel was seeking recommendations for possible candidates.  
Ruth Brogan asked if there was a plan to open it up Parish-wide. Father Daniel was okay with the 
idea, but that it needed have a deadline associated with it. 

Lisa recommended that someone on the PC craft a synopsis of what the PC does, what the Members 
are responsible for, and what the normal time commitments are (more than 1 hour each month).  The 
synopsis can be added to the Friday general emails, the bulletin, and even presented to the Parish at 
each Mass. Those interested in being on the PC can then submit their names for Father Daniel to 
review. 

5. Q & A / Staff & Department Head Reports / Comments 

Staff and Department Head reports have been uploaded to the Parish DropBox account for all to 
review. 
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Lisa Liedl gave a very brief summary of the progress of the construction of the new office building. 
There are still a few approvals that are being waited on. Many, if not all, of the long lead time 
materials have already been ordered and received. The natural gas line and meter have already been 
moved. Not as much physical work has yet to begin as what was originally planned for, but there is 
progress being made. 

PASTOR’S COMMENTS – FATHER DANIEL 

Father Daniel expressed his gratitude to Tom Steffens and all the members of the 50th Anniversary 

Celebration committee for their outstanding work and dedication to making the upcoming Mass and all of 

the other events huge successes. He expressed his thanks for all of those who are stepping up to meet 

the needs of the church.  He thanked Amy Petersen and those that helped her to provide a wonderful 

dinner to the attendees at the Deanery meeting. He asked us all to remember the large numbers of our 

families that are sick. He asked us to pray for them and remember them.  His final thoughts were of the 

upcoming integration of all things that have been going on and how we need to pull them all together and 

focus them through the Vision. 

MEETING END 

Father Daniel offered the closing prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM ET. 

 

PRAYERFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

JON SZEWCZAK 

SECRETARY 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on 15 June 2022.  The Reflection will be given by Tom Steffens. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 2021 - 2022 

 

Meeting Date Reflection By 

15 Jun 2022 Tom Steffens 

20 Jul 2022 Jon Szewczak 

 


