
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Church of the Ascension 

Serving God as Acolyte 
Server’s Name _________________________________ 

God Bless You for taking a more active role in your church 

and in your parish. 

Father Daniel 
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Role of Altar Servers 
Altar servers help the entire community in their prayer and worship of God by assisting 

the priest at Mass. During Mass each altar server has different responsibilities: 
 

 

Thurifer  
The THURIFER handles the THURIBLE and incense that is used during the 
procession into the Church and the recessional out of the Church. During 
the Solemn Mass the altar and the Book of the Gospels are incensed. At 
the Offertory the gifts of bread and wine and the people are incensed as 
well.  

 
 

Crucifer  
The CRUCIFER carries the processional cross at the beginning and end of 
Mass. They also assist the senior server setting the table and the 
presider/deacon during Mass. 

 
 

Candle Bearers  
Altar servers holding candles follow the Crucifer in the procession into the Church and 
the recessional at the end of Mass.  

 

 
Book  
Altar servers hold the Roman Missal, the book with the prayers 
for Mass, for the priest during the Opening Prayer and the 
Prayer after Communion.  

 

 
Altar Assistants 

Offertory  
Altar servers prepare the altar and help the priest bring the gifts of bread and 
wine to the altar as the cantor sings the Offertory Hymn.  

 
Lavabo  
Altar servers assist the priest in washing his hands with water as he says the 

prayer asking God to make him worthy to offer the sacrifice of the Eucharist.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=INrLBN-z2bns1M&tbnid=pDboFHrevGuLlM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stdominic.ptdiocese.org/altar_servers.htm&ei=5sr7UqDzKa_ksAS1yoKoCQ&bvm=bv.61190604,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNE7mPY6pDNLM5-foaoaI7KKrg5DZg&ust=1392319570720326
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Glossary of Terms for Items in the Chapel 

a. The tabernacle is the large, ornate safe in which consecrated Eucharistic Bread is kept 
for the communion of the sick and for adoration by the people outside of Mass.  It is 
usually located in an area apart from the sanctuary.  The tabernacle key, when not in 
use, is kept in a safe place, usually locked in a safe place in the sacristy. 
 

       

 

Glossary of terms for Linens 

FUNERAL PALL is a large decorated cloth that covers the casket during a funeral Mass. 
 
 
 
CORPORAL – The large, square white cloth which is placed on the altar 
underneath the chalice and platen. This corporal is folded. 
 
 
 
 
 

PALL – A piece of cardboard or plastic which is covered by linen and 
used to cover the chalice.  

 
 
 
 
 
PURIFICATORS – A long narrow piece of folded linen cloth, which 
sometimes has a small cross sewn on. It is used by the priest and 
Eucharistic Minister to wipe the chalice after a person takes a drink 
from it.  
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Items Used for Special Celebrations  

 

 

 
 
The Aspergillum and Container - the Aspergillum, or sprinkler, usually 
looks like a ball on a handle. The priest puts the Aspergillum in a container of 
Holy Water, so that water will get inside the Aspergillum through little holes. 
The priest then walks through the church and blesses everyone by sprinkling 
them using the Aspergillum. This is used on special celebrations.  
 

      

 

 
                          Censor & Boat 
The Censor, also known as the Thurible, is used at solemn occasion to 
incense the bread and wine after the offertory, the priest, and congregation. 
The Boat holds the incense until it is place in the censor by the celebrant. The 
person carrying the Thurible is called the Thurifer 
 

 

 

 

                                  Monstrance 
A sacred vessel designed to expose the consecrated Host to the congregation either for 
adoration in church of carrying in procession, particularly on the Solemnity of the Body 
and Blood of Christ. 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.catholicsupply.com/churchs/56661.jpg
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Books 

 

         
 
Roman Missal 
Contains the opening prayer, prayer over the gifts, prayer after communion, and 
solemn blessings, Eucharistic prayers and prefaces for all of the Masses, including 
special occasions.  
 

                                 

Book of the Gospels 

This book contains the gospel reading for each Sunday of the three-year cycle, plus all 

solemnities, feats, and ritual Masses that are celebrated throughout the liturgical year. 

Carried in procession by the deacon if it is used. 

 

                                        
Lectionary  
Contains the scripture readings for Mass. It is carried in the procession by the lector 
and placed on the ambo.  

 



5 
 

Vessels 

   

Chalice (CHAL-is)  The large cup used at Mass used to 
hold the wine which becomes the Blood of Christ. 

 

  

 

 Common Cups are used by the Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 

 

 

Paten (PAT-en) A saucer-like disk which holds the bread which 

becomes the Body of Christ. 

 

Decanter or Flagon (FLAG-un) 

The bottle or pitcher like vessel used to hold the wine which will be 

consecrated at mass for the communion of the people. It is brought 

forth with the gifts. 

 

       We have two kinds of Ciborium 

Ciborium (si-BORE-ee-um) 

A vessel used to hold the Hosts which 

will be used for communion. They are 

also used to reserve the Blessed 

Sacrament in the tabernacle. Notice 

that they have lids. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qj3A3eSZ7GpjEM&tbnid=sx8bxElRFiD2qM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://centerstagewellness.com/ashes-to-ashes-tiny-bits-of-glass-to-tiny-bits-of-glass/&ei=F2bMUs3wGOrisATq_oLwDA&bvm=bv.58187178,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNFrDaH7Sr9nW4qiz9DYRvt6bFIQyw&ust=1389213490063438


6 
 

 

Matching Vessels & Linens Game 

Draw a line matching the pictures to the description 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

 

 

 

 

 Common Cups  

 Paten  

 Purificator 

 Ciborium  

 The Aspergillum and 
Container  
 

 Chalice  

 Decanter or Flagon  

 Monstrance 

 Censor and Boat 

 Pall 

 

 

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  
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Alb 

A long white garment which can be used by all liturgical ministers. It is a reminder of 

the baptismal garment worn when the new Christian "Put on Christ." 

 

Cincture (Sink-ture) 

A long cord used for fastening albs at the waist. It holds the loose-fitting 

type of alb in place and is used to adjust it to proper length. It is usually 

white, although the liturgical color of the day may be used. Our cinctures 

are a single wrap whereas Father’s and the deacons are double wrapped. 

 

Chasuble (CHAZ-uh-buhl) 

The sleeveless outer garment, slipped over the head, hanging down from the 

shoulders covering the alb and stole of the priest. It is the proper Mass 

vestment for the main celebrant and its color varies according to the feast. 

 

 Priest Stole 

A long cloth "scarf." According to the manner in which it worn it is the mark of the 

Office of the priest or deacon. A priest wears it around the neck, letting it hang 

down in front.  

 

Dalmatic (dahl-MAT-ik) 

A loose-fitting robe with open sides and wide sleeves worn by a deacon on 

more solemn feasts. It takes its color from the liturgical feast. 

 Deacon Stole 

A long cloth "scarf." According to the manner in which it worn it is the mark of the 

Office of the priest or deacon. A deacon wears it over his left shoulder, fastening 

it at his right side. 
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Green - Worn during "Ordinary Time." Ordinary does not mean ordinary in 

the sense of common or normal. Ordinary means counting, as in the 15th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Red - Worn on Passion (Palm) Sunday, Good Friday, Pentecost Sunday, 

and on the Feast Days of Martyrs including the Apostles and Evangelists. 

Violet or Purple - Worn during Advent and Lent or at Masses for the dead.  

White - Worn during the Christmas, Easter seasons and celebrations of 

Mary, the Angels, Saints who were not martyrs, All Saints, Birth of John the 

Baptist, Chair of Peter, Conversion of Paul, St. John the Evangelist and is 

the preferred color for Masses for the dead. 

Rose - Worn on the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) and the 4th 

Sunday of Lent (Lætare Sunday). 

Black - Was traditionally worn at Masses for the dead. Now the preferred 

color is White or Violet.  

 

In the blank, write which time of the year these chasubles would be worn 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.wattsandco.com/venetian-chasuble-stole-red.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=gH_uu-nSaU3vWM&tbnh=290&tbnw=174&zoom=1&docid=_ZBovtSMBo9GLM&ei=PEsfU-u6O6Xp0QH9jIG4Dg&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ewy4gROMQNmR2M&tbnid=1Ih0iNwR1ZCogM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://www.sperlingschurchsupply.com/product_info.php/purple-chasuble-3823-p-298&ei=lUofU-28JKXf0gGU4YH4Bw&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGpKJ4QcgI39HbVR5P3kwBCxQXs2w&ust=1394645940875540
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ewy4gROMQNmR2M&tbnid=1Ih0iNwR1ZCogM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2011/12/on-rose-vestments.html&ei=pkofU4eLGIGh0QHE8IGICg&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGpKJ4QcgI39HbVR5P3kwBCxQXs2w&ust=1394645940875540
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=1oItyhDbEP76bM&tbnid=ESJrb1ihjOevCM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://www.sperlingschurchsupply.com/product_info.php/white-chasuble-3576-p-328&ei=0UofU4bxMOf00QGezIHICw&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNH71x6MuUC1_l4dVaJdQ0yv096l-g&ust=1394646077160637
http://mckaychurchgoods.com/tt.htm
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  All the servers should be an example for others to follow.  What this 

means is that all the servers should fully participate in the Mass, so, when 

the congregation is singing, then the servers are singing (even if you are not 

good at singing, God doesn’t care).  The rest of the time all the servers 

should be paying attention to what is going on during the Mass and try not 

to distract people who may be watching them.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Servers 

 Be on time to mass.      

20 minutes before mass 

begins 

 Make sure you are nice 

and neat 

 Ask if there is anything 

special for Mass 

 check candles 

 

 

After Mass  

 Put alb and cincture 

away correctly 

 Assist the Sr. Server 

 Put candles back in 

holders in the vestibule 

 

Senior Servers 

 Be on time to mass.      

20 minutes before mass 

begins 

 Make sure you and Jr 

Servers are dressed nice 

and neat 

 Ask Father he needs 

anything 

 Ask if there is anything 

special for Mass 

 Make sure all books are 

in correct place 

 Help Jr.s check candles 

After Mass 

 Assist the sacristan 

 Put all books back 

where they are 

supposed to go 

 Put alb and cincture 

away correctly 

 Check Jr.s and make 

sure they fulfill their post 

mass duties 
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