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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 16, 2022 6:30 PM 

AN OPEN ASSEMBLY OF CATHOLIC BELIEVERS OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD               CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: 

Amy Petersen, Joe Burke, Jon Szewczak, Linda Cataldo, Mike Anders, Ken Levins, Bill Rockwell, Valerie 

Rockwell, Tom Steffens, Diane Banyai 

Fr. Daniel, Deacon Tom McFeely, Deacon Gary Harmeyer, Deacon Jim Ahearn, Janet Jones, Bridgett 

Passauer, Lisa Liedl, John Sokolowski 

Not Present: 

Deacon Myles Pocta, Grace Shaw, Mark Shaw, Aaron Banyai, Madalyn Scott, Ruth Brogan, Ron Vessel, 

John Maiorana 

MEETING START 

The meeting was called to order by Amy Petersen, Chairperson at 6:30 p.m. EDT.  The PC session’s 

opening reflection and prayer was prepared and presented by Valerie Rockwell.  Amy Petersen recited 

the Parish Mission statement for everyone. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. January 2022 minutes were presented to the PC by Amy Petersen. No additions or amendments 

were submitted by attendees; therefore, a vote was called to accept/approve the minutes.  It was 

passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Parish 50th Anniversary Update:  Bishop’s Mass – Tom Steffens 
Tom Steffens, the chair of the 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee, gave a brief on the planning 
progress for the 50th Anniversary Mass; which Bishop Knestout will be celebrating.  What follows is a 
list of highlights from his brief: 

• There will be a huge tent setup in the back 

• The requested color for those attending will be WHITE. 

• A special committee will be forming to coordinate the details of the Mass; which will be 
headed up Deacon Myles Pocta 

• Parking is being arranged at the parish, the DAV across the street and Catholic High 
o Arrangements for a shuttle back and forth to Catholic High’s parking lot are being 

attempted 

• Hospitality group will be handling all the ushers, greeters, and manning the drop-off areas 
(particularly the disabled) 



Church of the Ascension Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes  16 February 2022 

2 | P a g e  
 

• The Bishop’s people will be sending a detailed checklist relatively soon 

• The Liturgy team will coordinate the Music, Choir, other Audio/Visual needs 

• There will be security the night before to make sure the electronics stay safe. 

• The Church will coordinate with VBPD to provide traffic control and security for the Mass 

• The procession for the Mass will be led by the Knights of Columbus Council 12117 

• Special invitations will be sent out to the neighbors, St. Andrews Methodist, and Emmanuel 
Episcopal church to join us in the celebration 

After the Mass briefing, Tom did bring up the topic of the 50 Days of Adoration that will occur over a 
period of 21 days during Lent – starting on Ash Wednesday, 7 March 2022.  There are Eventbrite 
electronic sign ups linked from the parish website already.  Additional sign ups in the Commons area 
will be available soon. 

2. Pastoral Plan Review: UPDATE – Joe Burke 
Joe Burke briefly recapped the status of the Pastoral Plan Review effort. The Pastoral Plan as two 
main parts: the five main initiatives for the parish, and five tenets. The five tenets have a lower priority 
assigned to them, and each one has multiple parts. Joe has been in contact with the staff member 
that heads up the tenet asking them where we stand in relation to completing the tenet.  He hopes to 
have all the information returned and collated by early March 2022.  He concluded the brief 
reinforcing the notion that we are accomplishing a lot; even though there were unplanned for events 
that could have derailed any aspect of the plan. 
 

3. Update on Parish Involvement in SYNOD – Bridgett Passauer 
Joe Burke introduced the topic of the overall involvement of people of Ascension in the SYNOD.  He 
turned over the details Bridgett Passauer of briefing to Bridgett Passauer. Bridgett shared the 
following highlights: 

• Over 30 people have volunteered to be facilitators and notetakers 

• Over 100 people have participated so far 

• 27 February 2022 will see the PC, New Evangelization Team, Adult Faith Formation team, 
the Justice and Peace committee, and the Finance Committee participate in a listening 
session. 

Bridgett asked each of us to share or experiences so far, and many of the PC did so.  Amy Petersen 
asked the PC members to review the Listening Session questions and prayerfully reflect on them 
prior to the 27 February session. One of the biggest takeaways from the SYNOD effort, was learning 
that the synodial process is well received. As a result, we will take look at how we can incorporate 
the process into our parish communication efforts in the future. Joe Burke wrapped up the SYNOD 
progress report by asking all if they know of groups that have not been contacted for the SYNOD, 
but should be, to speak up about it so that they can be included. 

 
4. Discussion of Giving Tuesday 2022 – Lisa Liedl 

Lisa Liedl briefed the PC regarding last year’s involvement in the secular Giving Tuesday initiative. 
Last year’s involvement generated $4,805 dollars for unbudgeted expenses for Mary’s Garden and 
technical resources for Religious Education. There is a lot of work involved in coordinating the efforts 
of Giving Tuesday, not the least of which is the vast array of communications that need to be put 
together and disseminated. A discussion followed where PC members explored the possible pros and 
cons of planning for a Giving Tuesday for 2022 and executing on it.  The PC held a vote to for/against 
recommending participating for 2022.  The majority vote was for “against”, and so the PC 
recommended to Father Daniel that the parish not participate.  He agreed with the recommendation.  
 

5. Outreach to Rainbows – Joe Burke 
Joe Burke briefed the PC about his visits with the Rainbows group – the senior’s social group – 
following the SYNOD Listening Sessions.  He relayed that many members were interested in knowing 
more about how decisions are made in the parish (regarding which projects are taken up) and other 
parish level information. He has so far committed to attending a Rainbows meeting once per month to 
share information and answer questions. Amy Petersen addressed the possibility of other PC 
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members joining Joe to lighten the load. 
 

6. Recommendation of New PC Members – Amy Petersen 
This year’s PC will see several members leaving the council after their terms expire.  Amy Petersen 
addressed the members in attendance to ask them to start thinking about recommendations for their 
replacement on the PC.   
 

7. Q & A / Staff & Department Head Reports / Comments 

Staff and Department Head reports have been uploaded to the Parish Drop Box account for all to 

review. 

 

Amy Petersen read Ruth Brogan’s report on the Social Ministry, which covered several key areas 

including: 

• Afghan Resettlement Project 

o A car was purchased for the first family, they just need to get their driver’s licenses 

o The second family is having more difficulties than the first due to language barriers 

affecting their ability to find work. 

• Food Pantry 

o The SouperBowl canned soup drive held by Catholic High students that resulted in 

over 1,000 cans of soup being donated to our Food Pantry 

o There was a high volume of serviced families in the last month despite being closed 

unexpectedly due to weather (i.e. snow). 

• Winter Shelter just wrapped up with delivering nearly 70 evening meals to participants in the 

shelter each day of the week as they were housed in an oceanfront hotel. 

Janet Jones brought a request that the PC host the Easter Vigil reception for those initiates of the 

RCIA program.  There are four this year.  Amy Petersen agreed to the request. 

Linda Cataldo brought up the upcoming Women’s Retreat. Janet Jones relayed that over 50 ladies 

will participate from across several regional parishes. 

Lisa Liedl informed the PC of the upcoming Pictorial Directory that Father Daniel wants the parish to 

provide. This will be much like the last directory. If a family participates and gets their photo taken, 

then they will receive a copy of the directory and a single 8 x 10 copy of the photo used in the 

directory.  This is a large undertaking that will occur later in the 2022 calendar year. 

PASTOR’S COMMENTS – FATHER DANIEL 

Father Daniel expressed his gratitude to all for their participation and support for the SYNOD and the 

other various projects.  He expressed a special gratitude for Joe Burke and Bridgett Passauer for 

coordinating and leading the parish’s SYNOD involvement. He thanked Tom Steffens for his outstanding 

efforts in leading the 50th Anniversary Committee and all the work that they have done to make the 50th so 

successful so far.  He encouraged us all to work together and to reach out to him if there is anything that 

we needed from him.  He asked for input on those that might be candidates for a special blessing during 

the 50th Anniversary Mass. He asked us to support Diane Nestor, John Sokolowksi, and the Liturgy team 

as they coordinated the upcoming Mass. 

MEETING END 

Father Daniel offered the closing prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. EST. 
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PRAYERFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

JON SZEWCZAK 

SECRETARY 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on March 16, 2022.  The Reflection will be given by Bill Rockwell. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 2021-2022 

 

Meeting Date Reflection By 

16 Mar 2022 Bill Rockwell 

20 April 2022 Grace Shaw 

18 May 2022 Mark Shaw 

15 Jun 2022 Tom Steffens 

20 Jul 2022 Jon Szewczak 

 

 


