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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 19, 2022 6:30 PM 

AN OPEN ASSEMBLY OF CATHOLIC BELIEVERS OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD               CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: 

Amy Petersen, Joe Burke, Jon Szewczak, Linda Cataldo, Mike Anders, Ken Levins, Bill Rockwell, Valerie 

Rockwell, Tom Steffens, Aaron Banyai, John Maiorana 

Deacon Tom McFeely, Deacon Jim Ahearn, Deacon Myles Pocta, Jim Fowler, Janet Jones, Bridgett 

Passauer, Lisa Liedl, John Sokolowski, Kathy Hevey 

Not Present: 

Fr. Daniel, Grace Shaw, Mark Shaw, Diana Banyai, Madalyn Scott, Deacon Gary Harmeyer, Ruth Brogan 

MEETING START 

The meeting was called to order by Amy Petersen, Chairperson at 6:30 p.m. EDT.  The PC session’s 

opening reflection and prayer was prepared and presented by Ken Levin.  Members recited the Parish 

Mission statement together. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. November 2021 minutes and December 2021 minutes were presented to the PC by Amy 

Petersen. No additions or amendments were submitted by attendees; therefore, a vote was called 

to accept/approve the minutes.  It was passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. VISION – Kathy Hevey 
Kathy Hevey spoke with the PC reviewing the Vision Theme exercise that the PC was asked to 
participate in.  She began with a brief description of the exercise and asked the PC members to frame 
the exercise, and the Vision in general, as “transforming lives for Christ.” 
 
She asked those who completed the exercise to share their experiences, and thoughts, that they had 
while filling completing it.  Jon S., Mike A., Amy P., Joe B. and several others shared their 
observations with those in attendance. 
 
Kathy reinforced that all the Vision Themes are interrelated. That it is really all about community.  The 
Vision is a very long view, that should inform the strategic decisions.  We should be constantly asking 
ourselves how what we decide, do, or not do affect the course we set toward the desired Vision 
outcome. 
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Kathy then shared with the PC that there is a desire to share the Vision Themes with the Parish.  This 
will be done at weekend Masses starting on the weekend of April 24.  That weekend will be the 
presentation of the first Theme.  Then on successive Mass weekends, a different Theme will be 
presented. She has asked that PC members, Staff, and even clergy volunteer to present.  She hopes 
that there will be enough volunteerism that the same presenter will not be required to present at all 
Masses during the weekend.  She will be back during the March PC meeting to discuss further and 
seek volunteer commitments. 
 

2. SYNOD Update – Joe Burke 
Joe Burke briefed the PC regarding the progress being made with the preparations for the Synodal 
Listening Sessions.  He shared an outline that hit five key points: 

1. 30 Parish Facilitators and Notetakers have received their initial training. 
2. Parish Listening Sessions are scheduled from February 1- March 5, 2022. 

a. Up to 18 Sessions (depending on the number of parishioners signed up for the open 
sessions). 

b. Multiple sessions will be conducted simultaneously in the ACC. 
c. 8-10 people in each Listening Session group. 

3. Parish “Open Listening Session” sign ups will be sought after each Mass over the next two 
weekends. 

a. PC members are needed to help spread the word about the sign ups and encourage 
participation. 

4. There is a dedicated PC Listening Session on February 27, 2022, from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 
p.m. 

a. It is highly encouraged that all PC members attend. 
b. Will be held in the ACC with the Finance Committee / NET / Justice & Peace / 

Ascension Faith Formation. 
c. An email will be sent out to determine attendance in advance of the session. 
d. SYNOD documents and the Session questions will be sent out prior to the date. 

5. The PC is needed to help identify and invite people who have left the Church or on the 
fringe. 

a. Names and contact information for prospective participants should be sent to Joe B. 
and/or Bridgett P. 

b. Each contact will be interviewed individually or in a small group setting. 
c. They will have specialized questions. 

i. Linda’s son, Liam, has been instrumental in preparing the questions. 

Lisa Liedl let the PC members know that there has been a lot of effort expended in getting the word 
out using, Facebook, Email, in church signage, etc.  Linda C. passed on that a slight change in 
wording might help in marketing the Open Sessions.  Instead of calling them “Listening Sessions,” 
describe them as “Listening to You Sessions.” 

Deacon Myles P. asked about what the general theme for the SYNOD and what the hoped-for 
outcome would be.  Joe B. addressed his concerns by explaining some a few of the messages from 
Pope Frances’ book, Let Us Dream.  The hope is that through listening to the entire Church body will 
be opening up to the broader array of the Holy Spirit.  Father Daniel wants us to use all the 
information gathered to inform the “next steps” for the parish – to help us in answering the question, 
“What’s next?” 

3. Parish Assessment – Bridgett Passauer 
Bridgett P. brought the PC up to speed on the Parish Assessment.  The Assessment is an initiative 
that was formed in August of 2021 with express goal of finding out where we are as a Parish.  It will 
consist of questions that will be asked of each parishioner during the Masses.  They will be brief 
questions, with multiple ways to respond. 
 
The Assessment will form the third leg of the data gathering triangle that is being done this year.  The 
SYNOD will tell us how the Church is doing.  The Vision will illuminate where we want our Parish to 
be.  The Assessment will tell us where we are right now. 
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4. Afghan Project – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen relayed a bunch of information from the Ruth Brogan’s staff report to the PC.  Most of 
the update was focused on the Afghan Resettlement Project, which is the major project the for the 
50th Anniversary initiative.  There are lots of volunteers helping to drive the family around. There is a 
welcome/birthday party on Jan 30, 2022 for the Mother (29) / Father (30) / child (boy 4).  The 
extended family of the father (Father, Mother, four Sisters) are relocating from Peninsula to a town 
home across from TCC in Virginia Beach.  Keven Petersen is running a drive for furniture and 
household goods to benefit those coming from the Peninsula. 
 
We worked with Holy Family, who was sponsoring another 3 or 4 refugee men, to secure more 
housing. 
 

5. Budget – Amy Petersen / Lisa Liedl 
Amy Petersen introduced to the PC that the Finance Committee was seeking input from the PC 
regarding project ideas, or other issues that have come to our attention, that might require financial 
assistance in this fiscal year. 
 
Examples: 

1. Welcome Brochure 
2. A hosted Welcome breakfast / coffee event once per month 
3. Having a covered portico from the center island in front of the church to the church itself. 

Lisa Liedl explained the normal Budget development process and explained that a plan is being put 
together to involve the PC more in that process. A PC member would be assigned to one of the 
funded ministries to attend their meetings, learn more about them, and ultimately be an advocate for 
them.  Then a pairing of the PC member and a Staff member / Department Head would work together 
to come up with wish list for the budget. 

There is not enough time for the PC to be involved in the current FY planning.  However, it is desired 
that next year’s effort would kick this initiative off. 

 
6. 50th Anniversary Subcommittee – Tom Steffens 

Tom Steffens briefed the PC regarding 50th Anniversary Celebration events.  He mentioned that with 
the SYNOD and the Vision presentation, that the 50th Anniversary be treated as a reigniting of the 
Spirit, a renewal.   
A brief synopsis of future events (this is not all inclusive): 

• February 5 is the Anniversary Gala 
o There are still 8 tickets left as of 1/19/2022 

• Afghan family Birthday / Welcoming party 

• YOA Time Capsule 
o May need some guidance and help 

• 50 hours of Adoration 
o Ron Vessel received approval 
o Will be the only 50th Anniversary event during Lent 

• Mary’s Garden 
o The dedication on May 1 
o The Filipino community in the parish wants to host a reception 
o (There will be a plaque in the garden that references the Wedding in Canaan that 

quotes Mary, “Do whatever he tells you to do.)” Possibility*** 

• Anniversary Mass 
o May 22 
o Planning on 1,000 attendees under a huge tent. 
o Hoping there can be a common color of dress 

• New Office 
o Groundbreaking will be in May 
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7. Welcome at Mass – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen present to the PC a possible change to the script during Mass.  She proposed that a 

statement be added that asks everyone to greet and introduce themselves to their neighbor.  It would 

go along with the congregation standing prior to the Priest’s procession/entrance.  The PC agreed 

with the idea; however, Jon S. was a little skeptical that it would achieve the desired goal.  However, 

he recognized that it was still worth adding. 

 

8. Parish Mission – Lisa Liedl 

Lisa Liedl briefed the PC on the upcoming Parish Mission Retreat.  It will be February 20 – 22, 2022 

and will feature the nationally known guest speakers.  The title of the retreat will be Casting Nets.  

The cost of the retreat was pre-paid by another parish.  We would then, in turn, pay for another 

parish’s retreat – a “pay it forward” setup.  There will not be streaming. Recording of the sessions 

may occur, however, it would be for local use only and not posted to the Ascension YouTube 

channel. 

 

9. Q & A / Staff & Department Head Reports / Comments 

There were no other questions or concerns raised by the Staff in attendance.  Staff and Department 

Head reports are uploaded to the Parish Drop Box account for all to review. 

PASTOR’S COMMENTS – FATHER DANIEL 

Father Daniel was not in attendance. 

MEETING END 

Deacon Jim Ahearn offered the closing prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. EST. 

 

PRAYERFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

JON SZEWCZAK 

SECRETARY 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on February 16, 2022.  The Reflection will be given by Valerie. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 2021-2022 

 

Meeting Date Reflection By 

16 Feb 2022 Valorie Rockwell 

16 Mar 2022 Bill Rockwell 

20 April 2022 Grace Shaw 
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18 May 2022 Mark Shaw 

15 Jun 2022 Tom Steffens 

20 Jul 2022 Jon Szewczak 

 

 


