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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 16, 2022 6:30 PM 

AN OPEN ASSEMBLY OF CATHOLIC BELIEVERS OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD               CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: 

Amy Petersen, Jon Szewczak, Bill Rockwell, Valerie Rockwell, Tom Steffens, Diane Banyai, Grace Shaw, 

John Maiorana, Kathy Hevey 

Fr. Daniel, Deacon Gary Harmeyer, Deacon Jim Ahearn, Deacon Myles Pocta, Jim Fowler, Janet Jones, 

Bridgett Passauer, Lisa Liedl, John Sokolowski, Teresa Alfes 

Not Present: 

Deacon Tom McFeely, Mike Anders, Ken Levins, Joe Burke, Mark Shaw, Aaron Banyai, Madalyn Scott, 

Ruth Brogan, Ron Vessel 

MEETING START 

The meeting was called to order by Amy Petersen, Chairperson at 6:30 p.m. EDT.  The PC session’s 

opening reflection and prayer was prepared and presented by Bill Rockwell on Lent and Fasting.  The PC 

recited the Vision statement and the Parish Mission statement together. 

Amy Petersen announced that Linda Cataldo resigned as Pastoral Council Advisor due to family health 

issues. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. February 2022 minutes were presented to the PC by Amy Petersen. No additions or amendments 

were submitted by attendees; therefore, a vote was called to accept/approve the minutes.  It was 

passed. 

2. Amy Petersen briefed the PC on her Rainbows meeting visit where she presented a recap of the 

February minutes and answered questions.  She learned that many of the Rainbows members do not 

have or use internet access. Therefore, she resolved that whoever briefs the Rainbows in the future, 

shall bring one or more hardcopies of the minutes for their review. Rainbows members lamented the 

lack of bios and photos of current PC members. They will be given a hard copy list of current PC 

members with contact information for the Chairperson at a future meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Vision Update – Plan for Rollout – Kathy Hevey 
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Kathy Hevey addressed the PC regarding the upcoming Vision rollout talks. These will be brief 3-5 
minute presentations given at every Mass.  They will review what the Vision is, and then focus on one 
of four Vision Themes.  

1. April 23/24 – Theme: Disciples 
2. April 30/May 1 – Theme: Family 
3. May 7/8 – Theme: Worship 
4. May 14/15 – Theme: Outreach 

Kathy provided a template that outlines how each talk should proceed and reviewed its contents. 
Kathy also provided the PC with a sample talk that she prepared as an example. 

A discussion was had around which point of the Mass the talk should be placed.  Father Daniel 
solicited suggestions from the PC. The PC came to a consensus and recommended to Father Daniel 
that the talks should take place after Communion and before the final blessing. Father Daniel agreed. 

It was noted that the timing surrounding the Vision rollout talks will necessitate that the parishioner 
Witness talks will have to be suspended until after the Anniversary Mass on May 22. 

Kathy Hevey then presented a poster/image of how the Vision connects to the greater journey of 
Church of the Ascension. 

 

The chart was her way of explaining to the PC how we could conceptualize the Vision so that we can 
answer the inevitable questions from parishioners. 

2. Parish 50th Anniversary Update:  Bishop’s Mass – Tom Steffens 
Tom Steffens, the chair of the 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee, gave a brief of the upcoming 
events and on the planning progress for the 50th Anniversary Mass, which Bishop Knestout will be 
celebrating.  What follows is a list of highlights from his brief: 

• There is a large poster in the commons. 
o It is a snapshot of the Anniversary celebrations from June of 2021 to Fall of 2022. 
o There is an arrow pointing to the next milestone event. 

• Next milestone event is for Mary’s Garden 
o Chris and Becky Macchia have a detailed plan. On May 1, there will be a procession 

after the 12:30 Mass.   
o The Filipino community will be hosting a reception afterwards in the Pavilion. 
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o It was requested that the Macchia’s be invited to the next PC meeting to brief in 
person. 

o Lisa Liedl brought up the notion that a policy needs to be put into place about how 
Mary’s statue will be left unadorned and nothing will be left out where it can get 
broken and/or cause any sort of hazard. 

o Amy Petersen reflected that it would be better if instead of having a lists of “don’ts” 
that we have a sign reading: “Leave nothing behind.” It is a politer, less negative way 
of stating the policy. 

o Chris Macchia has talked with the supplier for the Mary statue, and it should be 
installed the first or second week after Easter. 

• The Anniversary Mass 
o May 22nd 
o It has been confirmed that Bishop Knestout will be celebrating the Mass 
o It will be at 10:30 and will be the only Mass that day. 
o There will be no streaming of the Anniversary Mass but it may be recorded. 
o Advertising for the Mass has already begun: it appears in the Bulletin, the weekly 

emails, Facebook, Instagram, etc. 
o Dress code: Adults in White, Children in Blue 
o Deacon Myles contacted the Bishop’s representative: Fr. Brian Capuano. 

▪ Deacon Myles sent him an extensive list of questions regarding the Mass, 
and the response back was both detailed and positive. 

o Tom Steffens briefed the PC about the parking space situations 
o Invitations are being drawn up for: 

▪ Local Media 
▪ Neighboring Churches 
▪ Residential Neighbors 
▪ Deanery Parishes 
▪ Distinguished Guests 

o A first aid station will be setup on the campus. 
o There is a high probability of other priests being in attendance. There will need to be 

special seating for them close to the Altar during the Mass. 
o Tom Steffens is pursuing a special Papal blessing for the Parish. 

A discussion was had that centered around the topic of the Saturday Vigil Mass on May 21. Initially, 
the Saturday Vigil Mass was not going to be held, in the hopes of getting every person that was going 
to attend a Mass that weekend to go to the Anniversary Mass. However, because there will be no 
streaming at the Anniversary Mass and since there may be unavoidable conflicts with the Mass on 
Sunday for some parishioners, the PC voted to recommend to Fr. Daniel that the Saturday Vigil Mass 
be held as normal.  This would allow those that cannot attend on Sunday, to still have a way of 
attending Mass that weekend at Church of the Ascension (in-person or virtually). 
 

3. Update on Parish Involvement in SYNOD – Bridgett Passauer 
Bridgette Passauer was asked to give a brief update on the SYNOD process. She relayed that over 
150 people were able to take part in the SYNOD Listening Sessions. The Writing Team was currently 
reviewing every session’s notes to extract common themes that could be distilled down to the allowed 
500 word limit per question for the Diocesan response.  A more comprehensive report will be created 
for use by the parish. 
 

4. Parish Council to Host the Easter Vigil Reception – Amy Petersen 
Amy Petersen told the PC that the PC would be hosting the Easter Vigil Reception this year, in 
accordance with long standing tradition. The reception will be hosted for the four candidates receiving 
Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil Mass.  The reception will be held in the Commons this 
year, instead of the ACC. The food will be provided by a variety of sources: the Rainbows have 
committed to providing the fruit and vegetable trays; the parish will order trays of finger food or 
sandwiches; others have been asked to volunteer to bring a finger food dish.  A sign up was passed 
around to each PC member for volunteering with setup and service.  



Church of the Ascension Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes  16 March 2022 

4 | P a g e  
 

 
5. Parish Council to Man the Welcome Desk – Amy Petersen 

Amy Petersen talked to the PC members about starting to man the Welcome Desk at the Masses 
they normally attend; from approximately 15 minutes before Mass to after there are no more 
individuals seeking information.  The Knights of Columbus (K of C) has already started manning the 
desks by direction of Fr. Daniel. The PC members will fill in on those Sundays where there will not be 
a Knight to man it.  Lisa Liedl will talk with Diane Nestor about adding the schedule to Ministry Pro or 
seek another common scheduling tool.  The first Mass that PC members are needed for is March 
26/27. 
 

6. Q & A / Staff & Department Head Reports / Comments 

Staff and Department Head reports have been uploaded to the Parish Drop Box account for all to 

review. 

PASTOR’S COMMENTS – FATHER DANIEL 

Father Daniel wanted to recognize members of the PC and staff who need prayers for recovery or have 

family members in need.  He asked that we all pray for what is going on in Ukraine, because everyone 

everywhere is affected by the war.  He is excited about Ascension and all the things we are doing.  He is 

especially interested in what is going to happen after the 50th Anniversary celebration, and how we are 

going to carry this energy forward. He would like to know what we are expecting to achieve.  He thanked 

everyone for all that they do, for their prayers, their determination, and for sharing their God given gifts. 

He asked that we all focus on the Celebration and what comes out of it. 

MEETING END 

Father Daniel offered the closing prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. EST. 

 

PRAYERFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

JON SZEWCZAK 

SECRETARY 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on April 20, 2022.  The Reflection will be given by Grace Shaw. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 2021-2022 

 

Meeting Date Reflection By 

20 April 2022 Grace Shaw 

18 May 2022 Mark Shaw 

15 Jun 2022 Tom Steffens 

20 Jul 2022 Jon Szewczak 

 


