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Church of the Ascension 

Synod and Assessment Summary 

2022 

 

In 2022, the Church of the Ascension participated in both the world-wide Synod and our 

own parish assessment.  For the Synod, there were 22 separate Listening Sessions, 182 

participants ranging in age from 12 to 80+.  Church of the Ascension submitted their Synod 

findings to the Diocese of Richmond on March 24, 2022.  In June of this year, we conducted a 

parish assessment in the areas of Worship, Evangelization, Formation/Education, and 

Service/Social Justice.  This information was gathered in three ways, one in pew assessment for 

each area over the course of four weeks, a complete assessment mailed to each parishioner, and a 

complete on-line assessment.  The individual in pew respondents were as follows:  Worship 

(388); Evangelization (249); Education/Formation (186); and Service/Social Justice (198).  

There were 108 parishioners who responded using the on-line (108) and mailed (80).   

With all this information tabulated, the Assessment Team, which consisted of clergy, 

staff, and parishioners, reviewed all the assessments and determined those areas that are 

Strengths of our parish, Opportunities for Improvement, and Opportunities to Reach the 

Marginalized.  These results were also comparted to the Ascension Synod Listening Session 

results to identify similarities between the two sources.   

 The document produced has identified the four individual assessment area’s (Worship, 

Evangelization, Education/Formation, and Service/Social Justice) Strengths, Opportunities, and 

Opportunities to Reach the Marginalized.  It also provides all four areas in one combined 

worksheet.  Finally, the last worksheet provides the overall demographics for the entire 

assessment. Please note: these percentages reflect the averages of all six modes of information 

gathering (4 in pew, mailed, and on-line).  This means one person could be counted more than 
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once.  You will also find the combined, written comments from all four assessments, in a 

separate document.  

 The results of the Synod Listening Sessions and the Parish Assessment are being 

reviewed by Father Daniel and the clergy, the Staff, and the ministries associated with the 

various areas.  This information will used to help inform the parish on how we can grow into our 

vision of being a thriving, Spirit-filled, faith community transforming lives for Christ.   

 Thank you to all those who participated in any part of this year’s information gathering 

opportunities.  Your participation was greatly appreciated. 

 


