
 



 

Marriage Preparation Prayer 

 
Father in Heaven, 

when You created mankind, You willed that man and woman should be 

one.  In preparing to receive the Sacrament of Matrimony, send your 

Holy Spirit upon us.  Great Paraclete, bless us that we may gain a deeper 

understanding of the love Christ has for His Church and give us the grace 

to live this love faithfully and fruitfully, so that we may be living 

witnesses to Your divine love in the world all the days of our life. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

                                                              



                                                           

Dear Friends, 

 

Congratulations on your engagement!  Know that our prayers are with you as you prepare for 

lifelong marriage in the Catholic Church. We hope to help you prepare for a life lived in joy, 

with Christ, drawing upon the bounty of His grace.  

 

Marriage, like any vocation, is a call to holiness.  Pope John Paul II often stressed this reality: 

“In God's plan, all husbands and wives are called in marriage to holiness, and this lofty vocation 

is fulfilled to the extent that the human person is able to respond to God's command with serene 

confidence in God's grace and in his or her own will."* Two goals of the marriage preparation 

process are found in the quote above: (1) to help you recognize God’s desire to constantly bless 

you and be with you in your marriage and (2) to strengthen your resolve to always turn to God, 

in good times and in bad. 

 

Through the Sacrament of Matrimony, you will become "one flesh" (Gen. 2:24; Mt. 19:6).  

Therefore, you will journey through life together - with God.  Because the marital union is a re-

presentation of Christ's union with His Church, you who become vessels for this re-presentation 

will indeed be blessed.  You will share in the very love with which Christ loves His Church. 

However, because the marital union is a re-presentation of Christ's love for His Church, you will 

almost certainly face challenges that call for sacrifice and suffering love.  Christ gives us the 

ultimate model in giving up His life for the Church. 

 

Marriage can be defined by three characteristics based on Christ’s relationship with the Church: 

 

- Faithful -- refers to the exclusive nature of your vocation  

- Forever -- refers to the fact that the marital union is lifelong 

- Fruitful -- the marital union is called to be life-giving; open to children 

 

These guidelines mainly contain practical content for the day of your wedding.  However, 

through this marriage preparation process, you will learn more about what is entailed in living 

this vocation.  You will learn more about the theology of marriage and learn about how you can 

practically live this calling.   

 

We commend your marriage preparation to the Holy Family.  May St. Joseph; Mary, our 

Mother; and Jesus, our Lord; inspire and guide you, now and forever! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Father Timothy Lange and St. Agnes and Sacred Heart Catholic Churches 

 
* John Paul II, Homily at the Close of the Sixth Synod of Bishops (Oct. 25, 1980) 



 

Marriage Preparation Guidelines 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Since Marriage is a Sacrament of the Catholic Church, it is normally celebrated in the parish where the 

couple worships. This means that in general, to get married in one of our parishes, at least one party is a 

registered parishioner, has been a parishioner but has moved from the area, or lives in the area and will 

now become a parishioner. For other practicing Catholics, wedding requests are considered on a case-

by-case basis since our churches are not simply “rented” for weddings. For those who currently reside 

outside the Walker or Hackensack area, marriage preparation normally takes place at the parish where 

they currently live. The couple must discuss plans for marriage preparation with the pastor (Father 

Timothy) before a wedding date can be reserved. All preparation done outside the parish must be 

consistent with parish and diocesan expectations.  

 

TIME OF YOUR WEDDING 

The wedding liturgy, with or without Mass, is normally scheduled either for the morning or early 

afternoon, depending on the church.  The latest a wedding can be scheduled at any of our Churches is 

2:00 p.m. if Father Timothy is presiding. Evening weddings are allowed on Friday evenings, and on 

Saturday evenings at the Church where the evening Mass is not being celebrated, provided another 

priest or deacon is available, and pending the approval of Father Timothy. It is preferable not to 

schedule weddings during Lent because of its penitential nature. Weddings are not celebrated during 

Holy Week, Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation.  

 

PREPARATION PROCEDURES 

• Preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage begins as soon as possible after engagement, and at 

least 6 months prior to the planned date of the wedding. The marriage ceremony itself cannot be 

scheduled until an initial meeting with the priest (or deacon). Subsequent meetings with the 

clergy will follow. The priest will provide a preparation outline in the first meeting. 

 

• Preparation also includes completion of the FULLY ENGAGED survey. This is followed by 

feedback sessions with both the priest and, when possible, a married couple in the parish.  

 

• Each engaged couple will participate in a pre-marriage course or retreat, as well as Natural 

Family Planning (NFP) classes (when applicable). You will receive information from the priest 

or deacon about possible retreat dates and NFP classes. 
 

• Couples outside of Walker/Hackensack are normally prepared by the pastor of the parish where 

they currently reside. 

 

• Please be aware that a pre-nuptial agreement renders marriage invalid. 

 

DOCUMENTS NEEDED 

• Baptismal Certificate for those baptized: 

 



o For Catholics: a baptismal certificate issued in the last 6 months with full notations and 

parish seal. Those baptized at St. Agnes or Sacred Heart can simply ask the parish 

secretary to verify their baptism. 

o Non-Catholics: a baptismal certificate. It need not be recent. 

 

• Marriage License …from the State of Minnesota. 

o This is to be left at the parish office two weeks (10 working days) before the wedding. 

You will get $50 off the fee for doing marriage preparation (MN law).  You can obtain a 

notarized form from us (or from the pastor of your parish) to receive this discount once 

you have submitted to the Church a certificate of completion for pre-marital education 

class attendance. 

 

DECOR & ENVIRONMENT 

The environment in the church reflects the liturgical season of the year: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter 

and Ordinary Time. Occasional liturgies such as weddings can influence the environment, but they 

should not dominate nor replace the seasonal décor. 

 

• The churches have candles. (Rented candles or candelabra are not normally allowed).  We also 

have a table for the guestbook.  

 

• Please attach pew bows with ribbon, elastic or string.  No tape, tacks or glue may be used. 

 

• Due to safety issues, no aisle runners are to be used. 

 

• As stated above, the liturgical décor is not removed or changed for a wedding. So, for example, 

Easter and Christmas church decorations may not be changed for a wedding. 

 

• Flowers and plants are not permitted on the altar or ambo (pulpit), but they are of course allowed 

in front either the altar or the ambo. Plants may be removed or left as a floral gift to the parish. 

No balloons are allowed inside the church. Please plan on cleaning up any décor used, flower 

stands, etc. before leaving for the reception. 

 

• If flower petals are scattered, someone from the wedding must be appointed to clean them up. 

Only artificial flower petals are allowed due to carpet in the aisles. 

 

• Rice, bird seed, and confetti are not permitted on church grounds. 

 

• Not all of the above items are available at both of the churches. Please ask the priest about 

availability of these items. 
 

DRESSES “AND SUCH…” 

Please consider the following when selecting wedding day wardrobes: 

• At the entrance of the wedding party, each couple bows to the altar. 

• With the revised rite of marriage, the bride and groom kneel together on kneelers for the nuptial 

blessing. As such, please consider when shopping for a bridal dress: 

o A style that allows kneeling 



o A style that does not put the priest/deacon in the awkward position of seeing down the 

front of the bride’s dress as the couple kneels before him. (Please, no cleavage.) 

• For the ladies of the wedding party, out of respect for the beauty and dignity of women: 

o Please select dresses that reach to the knees, and do not show cleavage. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER 

• Wedding pictures are to be taken prior to the ceremony. Pictures after the ceremony may be 

allowed depending on the location of the Saturday evening Mass. No church furnishings are to 

be moved. All photography equipment is to be removed from the worship space at least one-half 

hour before the ceremony. Time for pictures in Church may be limited by the parish due to other 

scheduled weddings/events. Please avoid photos in St. Agnes Church from 11am to 11:45 during 

parish Confessions. 

 

• Movement by the photographer during the liturgy is to be kept to an absolute minimum. No flash 

is to be used during the ceremony. Photographers are not permitted in the sanctuary during the 

ceremony. 
 

• Videographers must be stationary. 

 

 

THE CEREMONY: 

Your wedding Mass and exchange of vows come from the Church’s text called The Order 

of Celebrating Matrimony, everything about this text and the actions you take at your ceremony 

illustrate the Church’s understanding of marriage as a man and woman uniting in an unbreakable bond 

for life. By receiving this sacrament you illustrate God’s enduring love for his people. The Church sees 

your commitment as sacred, or set apart from the secular world. The structure of your wedding 

ceremony is also sacred, and helps us make decisions about what we can include in your wedding. 

• Opening 

o Your wedding ceremony begins with you and your fiancé presenting yourselves before 

God and the Church community to receive the sacrament of marriage. The procession 

will normally include the priest or deacon, bridal party, and the wedding couple 

processing to the altar. 

• Liturgy of the Word 

o The Liturgy of the Word is when we listen to scripture at your wedding. The Order of 

Celebrating Marriage provides the options for you to choose. With your fiancé, pick one 

Old Testament reading, one New Testament reading, and one Gospel reading. These 

readings convey the importance of Christian marriage in the history of salvation and 

God’s unending and enduring love for his people. 

• The Rite of Marriage 

o “The heart of the marriage ritual is found in two key moments: the consent exchanged by 

the bride and groom, and the Nuptial Blessing given to the newly married couple. The 

consent is “the indispensable element that ‘makes the marriage’” (Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, no. 1626). In this moment, the bride and groom are the ministers of the 

sacrament to each other; the celebrant receives their consent in the name of the Church. 

The blessing and exchange of rings becomes the primary symbol of your sacramental 

http://www.foryourmarriage.org/the-marriage-vows/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/the-nuptial-blessing/
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/


union within the rite.” (http://www.foryourmarriage.org/rite-for-celebrating-marriage-

outside-of-mass/) 

• Liturgy of the Eucharist 

o The Liturgy of the Eucharist becomes the embodiment of the marriage sacrament. Pope 

John Paul II writes: “The liturgical crowning of the marriage rite is the Eucharist, the 

sacrifice of that ‘body which has been given up’ and that ‘blood which has been shed,’ 

which in a certain way finds expression in the consent of the spouses.” (Letter to 

Families) 

• Recessional 

o The recessional concludes your wedding ceremony, but also becomes the beginning of 

your union together as a married couple living out your love as a testament of God’s love 

for humanity. 

  

 

 

MUSIC GUIDELINES  

The Music used during your wedding ceremony should reflect the understanding of Christian marriage 

and the Catholic liturgy. 

• St. Agnes/Sacred Heart will help you find a cantor and an accompanist in order to facilitate the 

participation of the assembly. Outside musicians are only approved if they regularly provide 

music for Catholic Masses or liturgies. You are welcome to have other instrumentalists play at 

your wedding. You are responsible for contacting these other musicians and determining the 

amount to compensate them. The cantor and accompanist fees must be paid two weeks prior to 

the wedding date and are brought to the parish office.  

• The texts of the music should be drawn chiefly from Holy Scripture, and from liturgical 

sources. The words should express God’s love for us, His love for His church, or be expressions 

of praise and thanksgiving. Secular songs or songs found in movies or operas do not meet these 

qualifications. A list of suggested wedding music accompanies this booklet. It is not an 

exhaustive list, but will give you an idea of what type of music is appropriate for a Catholic 

wedding liturgy. 

• Any music not found on the attached music list must be approved by the priest or deacon, and 

the couple must purchase a copy of the song for each of the musicians to use.  

• All selections must be approved by the priest or deacon at least 8 weeks prior to the wedding.   

• The music at any liturgy must be live. Recorded music should never be used within the liturgy to 

replace the congregation, the choir, the organist or other instrumentalists. 

• Wedding worship aids need to include the order of the service and all music that is sung by the 

assembly to encourage the guests to participate. An outline aid will be emailed to you if you so 

desire, and your worship aid must be proofed by the pastor or deacon at least 2 weeks in 

advance. 

• All musician fees are to be paid prior to the wedding. 

 

 

REHEARSAL 

 

The priest or deacon officiating will conduct the rehearsal. Rehearsals are normally scheduled the day 

before—the priest or deacon will arrange the time with you. All members of the wedding are to be 

http://www.foryourmarriage.org/rite-for-celebrating-marriage-outside-of-mass/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/rite-for-celebrating-marriage-outside-of-mass/


present. If someone must be absent, another person stands in his or her place and instructs the absentee 

prior to the wedding. The readers will practice the Scripture readings. Musicians are often present for the 

rehearsal, and may practice after the rehearsal.   

• Wedding rehearsals usually take about one hour, but please allow two hours from the start of 

the rehearsal to the start of the groom’s dinner. This allows for folks who run late, 

Confessions, extra set up, etc.  

 

• The bride and groom must be present at the rehearsal no later than 30 minutes prior to the 

rehearsal (2.5 hours before dinner) to answer final questions regarding the ceremony, and the 

rest of the wedding party must be on time! 

  

• Following the celebration the wedding party is responsible for removing all items brought into 

the church facilities (decorations, boxes, etc.) and placing all litter in waste baskets. 

 

• If any kind of food or beverage is provided before the wedding, it can be placed and consumed 

only in the parish social hall. You should appoint someone who will be in charge of assuring the 

Bride’s room and social hall are left clean prior to the wedding ceremony.  No alcoholic 

beverages allowed. No food or drink in Church proper. 

 

 

BRIDE’S ROOM…(YOUTH ROOMS DOWNSTAIRS) 

 

Must be cleared before the wedding.  Please have someone from the wedding party check this room after 

the ceremony for forgotten items, garbage, etc. 

 

 

DONATIONS AND FEES 

 

A donation is normally given to the Church where the Marriage is celebrated. For parishioners, it is 

$200.00, for non-parishioners it is $300.00. This donation should be made prior to the wedding, 

preferably when the Marriage License is dropped off at the parish office (two weeks before the 

wedding). Additionally, you may choose to make an offering to the celebrating clergy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUR WEDDING MUSIC 

As a Catholic church, there are some guidelines we must follow in any wedding celebration.  Because 

the Catholic wedding liturgy is a sacramental, religious service, all vocal music must be based on the 

Scriptures. We cannot use music from the radio, movies, or musicals during the Wedding Liturgy. To 

give you an idea of what type of music is appropriate for a Catholic wedding liturgy, we are providing 

the following list of suggested wedding music that is readily available here at St. Philip’s.  

If there is a song you would like at your wedding that is not on this list, we ask that you ask the director 

of music and liturgy for approval as soon as possible. 

PRELUDE 

In order to create an atmosphere of reverence in the church prior to your sacrament, we recommend that 

your musicians play 10-15 minutes of music leading up to the beginning of the wedding. You can 

choose this music or you can have your musician choose. 

PROCESSIONAL 

The processional is the instrumental music or congregational hymn played as the bridal party and the 

priest enter the sanctuary.  Your instrumentalist(s) will likely have additional suggestions. 

 

You Are the Voice   #609  

Joyful Joyful   #614   

Blest are They   #735   

Ashokan Farewell  Ungar 

Air    Bach 

Hymne    Vangelis 

Trumpet Tune   Stanley  

Largo    Handel 

Air from Water Music  Handel   

Joyful Joyful   Lorie Line 

Reminiscent Joy  O’Neill  

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring Bach   

Canon in D   Pachelbel 

Arioso    Bach

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The responsorial psalm is sung between the Old Testament reading and the New Testament reading.  

The cantor intones the refrain, and then the congregation joins in the refrain each time thereafter, with 

the cantor singing the verses solo. 

 

Psalm 19: Lord You Have the Words  #31 

Psalm 25: To You, O Lord    #39 

Psalm 34: Taste and See    #45 

Psalm 66: Let All the Earth    #59 

Psalm 85: Lord, Let Us See    #62 

Psalm 89: For Ever I Will Sing  #64 

Psalm 96: Proclaim to All the Nations #67 

Psalm 118: Let Us Rejoice    #81 

Psalm 128: Blest Are Those   #86 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

The preparation of the gifts is the part of the mass where the priest prepares the altar for the Eucharist.  

You can choose an instrumental hymn or a vocal solo. 

 

You Are the Voice    #609 

No Greater Love    #701 

Set You Heart on the Higher Gifts  #708 

Not for Tongues of Heaven’s Angels #709 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WK8PTS-v8LI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXOUIcJsFrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FV8nrwJG1-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDJ21h-iTJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMkmQlfOJDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DB7fnZ-AQNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9liv4CR3xDI&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMlxM69ZJFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFrbK-1X0u4
https://www.lorieline.com/shop.php?productID=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef-83kP9H94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwWL8Y-qsJg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Af372EQLck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xueopsTHesw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdP4tSRicdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9IaT4TRtxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6EfvH1UmAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqhq81gZi4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwkFMt1N_sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLLogoabn0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLLogoabn0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSI6Gwf0QQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQDsH-KMEkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WK8PTS-v8LI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2EtBYAa7JI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQSE6ALGQF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8U7VTqgD5E


God Is Love     #699  Joyful Joyful    #614 

When Love Is Found   #966  Blest are They    #735 

The Servant Song    #751  Wherever You Go    #968 

COMMUNION 

These are the songs sung as the congregation goes up to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.  

Normally one song takes a sufficient amount of time for everyone to receive communion, but if you 

expect your wedding to be especially well attended by those who will take communion, you may want a 

second hymn standing by. 

 

I Have Loved You    #588 

In the Breaking of the Bread   #918 

Now in This Banquet    #937 

One Bread, One Body   #932 

RECESSIONAL 

The recessional is the music played as the priest and bridal party exit the sanctuary.  It is nearly always 

an instrumental solo or a congregational hymn. 

 

Ode to Joy   Beethoven 

Trumpet Voluntary  Clarke 

Hornpipe   Handel 

The Rejoicing   Handel 

Thaxted   Holst 

Trumpet Tune in D Major Johnson                                         

Waterfalls    Piano Guys 

Rondeau    Mouret 

Trumpet Tune    Purcell 

Spring from the Four Seasons  Vivaldi 

Toccata from the 5th Symphony Widor 

Prelude in Classic Style  Young

POSTLUDE 

The postlude is instrumental music played as the congregation exits the church. You can choose music, 

or ask your musician to choose. 

 

VOCAL SOLOS 

 

Ave Maria   Bach/Gounod 

Ave Maria   Schubert 

How Beautiful   Paris 

Receive   Audrey Assad 

The Gift of Love  Hal Hopson 
When I Say I do  Matthew West 

The Marriage Prayer   John Waller 

This Ring   Carter 

Love Never Fails  Brandon Heath   

Where There Is Love  Haas 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EM8l3r3koN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXOUIcJsFrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FdNAGoaD2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FV8nrwJG1-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkwdYAnOTdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeahHECV2s4&list=RDBeahHECV2s4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkMBScHV0Hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVC2e7IdF2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCzxub9hMxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40FqQoL_na0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLUClTK4DqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRrss4kBi2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8Wahxcg8ro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2b_OW3JQp-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLV_bJmC-w8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6MPquYmRnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8P9hAN-teOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZQG-DZy7uY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IyCJETwOb7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFWQgxXM_b8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKejfYzB3ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGg5IqoLMXg&t=21s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d97zkAanaZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bosouX_d8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tx8qtP79W7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLKsUc5FEDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZza7fUXlP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J87IEnoRByE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4_sfgjRcfI&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOJ9Rt465Jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nQy-aP_Koo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hG64yTuVjQ0
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Wedding Preparation Checklist 
 

 

START MARRIAGE PREP PROCESS AT LEAST 6 MONTHS IN ADVANCE ______ 

 

SET MARRIAGE DATE WITH PRIEST/DEACON ______ 

 

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES OBTAINED; IF NECESSARY,  

FREEDOM TO MARRY AFFIDAVITS COMPLETED ______ 

 

COMPLETE FULLY ENGAGED SURVEY ______ 

 

MEET WITH SPONSOR COUPLE ______ 

 

ATTEND PRE-MARRIAGE COURSE/RETREAT ______ 

 

ATTEND NFP CLASSES (WHEN APPLICABLE) ______ 

 

ACQUIRE MARRIAGE LICENSE & BRING TO PARISH OFFICE AT LEAST 7 DAYS BEFORE 

WEDDING (BRING STATE NOTARIZED FORM FROM PARISH OFFICE TO RECEIVE 

DISCOUNT ON MARRIAGE LICENSE) ______ 

 

DONATION PAID TO CHURCH ______ 

   

  

PROPER MUSICIAN IS CONTACTED AT BEGINNING OF MARRIAGE PREP PROCESS AND 

ALL MUSIC SELECTIONS ARE APPROVED AT LEAST 8 WEEKS PRIOR TO THE LITURGY

 ______ 

 

MUSICIAN FEES PAID PRIOR TO THE WEDDING ______ 

 

INFORM PHOTOGRAPHER OF CHURCH GUIDELINES ______ 

 

REHEARSAL IS SCHEDULED & WEDDING PARTY IS SCHEDULED TO BE PRESENT

 ______ 

 

SOMEONE HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO CLEAN UP AFTER REHEARSAL AND   WEDDING

 ______ 

 

SOMEONE HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO CLEAN UP BRIDE’S ROOM BEFORE      WEDDING 

CEREMONY AND AFTER. ______ 
 
 


