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MEETING:  Sacred Heart Finance Council CHAIR:  Jim Zierden  

DATE: June 7, 2019 at 9:45 a.m. Secretary:  Recording Secretary: Babs Debes 

LOCATION: Sacred Heart Meeting Room  

ATTENDANCE:  Gloria Thiesfeld, Dennis Abbott (attended by phone), 
Audrey Maismore, Trustee Chris Garoutte,  Tom Newville, Fr.  Timothy, 
Jim Zierden, Babs Debes 

ABSENT: Jim Schneider, Trustee John Fank, Sharron Williams 
 

TIME BEGUN: 8:45 a.m.  TIME ENDED:9:45 a.m. 

 
Agenda Item Discussion Highlights  Final Conclusion Action Items/Person 

Responsible 

Call to order Meeting called to order    
Opening Prayer Fr. Timothy gave the opening Prayer   
Bankruptcy update Proxy has been obtained from the Diocese to pay the 

requested donation of $70,745.56 towards the Diocese 
for the bankruptcy settlement.  Needs a vote also from 
the Finance Council.  
 
Discussed Fr. Dan Griffith will be substitute priest the 
weekend of July 13/14 and he will address Restorative 
Justice.  Discussed any further communications needs 
around this issue.  There has been feedback that more 
communication is needed particularly around the 
actions taken to prevent further incidents.  Fr. Tim will 
readdress and ask Fr. Dan to discuss when he is here 
in July as well.  
 

Motion made, seconded and 
carried to make the disbursement 
to the Diocese.  

 Fr. Tim and the bookkeeper 
will make the determination 
on which funds to access for 
the disbursement.  
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Review of Proposed budget.  Proposed budget was distributed and had also been 

sent out earlier by Email.  Comparisons were made to 
FY 19 budget noting increases in Faith Formation 
expenses projected for FY 20 but still projecting a 
balanced budget for operating expenses.  

Motion made, seconded and 
approved to accept the FY 20 
budget as presented.  

 

Engage Implementation 
 
 

The church bookkeeping system “CDM+” has a 
product for online giving and text giving integrated 
into its system for an additional subscription price. 
This service works with Stewardship Technologies for 
processing the credit cards and ACH transfers into our 
bank accounts at First National Bank.  We will be 
implementing this system to increase online giving 
both for parishioners and guests.  This product is also 
a “membership module” where members can go 
online to manage their own giving, update their 
personal information and receive emails from the 
church.  

Babs is working on 
implementation of the system. 
She will work directly with 
current parishioners who do 
EFT giving to transition them to 
this service.  Full 
implementation to all 
parishioners and guests will be 
forthcoming as the system is 
brought on line.  

 

Internet Service TDS will be installing internet service at Sacred Heart for 
use for Faith Formation, potentially controlling thermostats 
and security uses.  

Babs will let Tom know when they 
are coming so he can let them in 
and assist if needed.  

 

Capital Improvement list 
review and discussion 

Discussion of kneelers being uncomfortable, too close 
together, hard padding, etc.  Church closing in Hibbing 
with pews to sell but they are longer and wider, would 
loose pew space.  Needs further review.  
 
Much discussion of repair/replacement needs and options 
to improve the aesthetics.  Discussed options for stained 
glass, flooring replacement, Sewer line replacement, 
replacement of parking lot, etc.  

Suggestion to have a professional 
pew company come in and review 
options.  
 
 
Discussion ongoing and will be 
added to next meeting agenda.  

Babs will contact them to 
see if they can send up a 
representative.  

Closing prayer Given by Fr. Tim   
Meeting adjourned Next regular  

meeting date July 18 at 8:45 a.m.  
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