
4 Acts Lesson 4 Handout – God Shows No Partiality 

The expression “show no partiality” is based on the Greek noun 
prosōpolēmptēs, literally, “respecter of persons.” It derives from the Old 
Testament expression “to lift up the face,” that is, to show favor to 
someone. It refers especially to favoritism in court rulings. Deuteronomy 
10:17–18 declares that God is no respecter of persons; that is, he is 
impartial: “The LORD, your God, is the God of gods, the Lord of lords, 
the great God, mighty and awesome, who has no favorites, accepts no 
bribes; who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and loves the 
resident alien, giving them food and clothing.” Paul makes it into a 
theological principle regarding God’s judgment of both Jews and 
Gentiles: “There is no partiality with God. All who sin outside the law 
will also perish without reference to it, and all who sin under the law 
will be judged in accordance with it” (Rom 2:11–12). 

Like God himself, his people are also to show no partiality: “You shall 
not act dishonestly in rendering judgment. Show neither partiality to the 
weak nor deference to the mighty, but judge your neighbor justly” (Lev 
19:15). Newly appointed judges are instructed, “And now, let the fear of 
the LORD be upon you. Act carefully, for with the LORD, our God, 
there is no injustice, no partiality, no bribe-taking” (2 Chron 19:7; see 
Sir 35:11–14). This maxim is applied to Jesus even by his enemies: 
“Teacher, we know that what you say and teach is correct, and you show 
no partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth” 
(Luke 20:21). James 2:1–4 uses the phrase to urge Christians to 
impartial treatment of fellow members of the Church, rich and poor 
alike. (Ibid. Kurz p. 176) 


