
Lesson 5 Acts 12-13-14  Handout – The Davidic Covenant Revisited 

God’s Covenant with David, “A Man after My Own Heart” 

   Paul contrasts King David, whom God called “a man after my own heart” 
who “will carry out my every wish,” with King Saul, who disobeyed God and 
was deposed from kingship (Acts 13:22). God’s promise of a never-ending 
reign for David’s offspring was first announced in Nathan’s oracle to David in 
2 Sam 7:12–16. Later biblical tradition interpreted this promise as God’s 
covenant with David (Ps 89:2–5; 1 Chronicles 17:7–27). This promise became 
the basis for Jewish expectation of a Davidic Messiah. 

   In Nathan’s oracle, God promised David, “I will raise up your offspring 
after you, sprung from your loins, and I will establish his kingdom.… I will 
establish his royal throne firm forever” (2 Sam 7:12–13). God further 
promised, “I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me” (7:14). As 
God’s son, the descendant of David would exercise authority in God’s name 
over the people. This promise was partially fulfilled in David’s son Solomon, 
who became king and built God’s temple in Jerusalem. 

   Obedience is pivotal for the covenant with David. Nathan’s oracle states that 
if David’s son does wrong, God will chastise him, though he will not totally 
remove him from his presence as he had removed Saul (2 Sam 7:14–15). Still, 
the oracle culminates with God’s promise: “Your house and your kingdom are 
firm forever before me; your throne shall be firmly established forever” 
(7:16). The later reflections on this promise in 1 Chronicles 17 and Ps 89 do 
not mention that it is conditional on obedience. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that Jewish tradition came to consider the Davidic covenant to be 
unconditional. 

   It was a traumatic shock for Israel when a series of evil Davidic kings was 
finally followed by the people’s exile to Babylon and the apparent end of 
David’s dynasty. But later tradition came to understand God’s covenant with 



David as promising an anointed descendant of his, a messiah, who would 
establish an everlasting Davidic kingdom. This expectation looked to a new 
age, the final times, when God would bring the present created order to an end 
and replace it with a new and perfect creation, as hinted in Isa 65:17–25. 

   Luke, however, does not lose sight of the key provision in the Davidic 
covenant: the son of David must be obedient to God his Father. In his Acts 13 
sermon at Antioch in Pisidia, Paul sees God’s promise to David and Isaiah’s 
prophecies of an obedient Servant of the Lord as converging in Jesus. Jesus is 
both son of David and completely obedient Servant of the Lord.1 
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