
Lesson 7 Acts 18-19-20 Handout – The City of Corinth 

The Las Vegas of the Ancient World 

In the ancient world, the city of Corinth was synonymous with moral depravity. 
Located on a narrow neck of land that connected the two parts of Greece (the 
Peloponnesian Peninsula and the mainland), Corinth was a major intersection for 
both sea and land traffic. As such, it was a wealthy commercial center that gathered 
traders, hucksters, sailors, slaves, and people of every stripe from all over the 
Roman Empire. The city was also the location for the Isthmian Games, held every 
two years and second only to the Olympics in popularity. The skyline of Corinth 
was dominated by the Acrocorinth, a steep, rocky hill atop which stood the temple 
of Aphrodite, Greek goddess of love. 

Given its cosmopolitan atmosphere, it is not surprising that Corinth had a reputation 
for drunkenness and debauchery. Corinth was also an infamous place of pleasure 
and dissolution, and in fact several Greek writers used the name of the city to coin 
new terms for sexual vices. In ancient Greek the term “Corinthian girl” (korinthia 
korē) came to mean a prostitute, korinthiastēs, (whoremonger) 1  and the verb 
korinthiazomai, “to Corinthianize,” meant to fornicate. Various pagan cults and 
mystery religions competed for adherents. The moral degradation and confusion in 
the culture of Corinth provides the backdrop for Paul’s arrival with an astounding 
message: there is salvation and freedom from sin in Christ! Here some of his 
greatest evangelistic work was accomplished. As he later wrote in his First Letter to 
the Corinthians, “Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God” (1 Cor 1:22–24).2  

 
1 Hahn, S., ed. (2009). In Catholic Bible Dictionary (p. 161). Doubleday. 

2 Kurz, W. S. (2013). Acts of the Apostles (P. S. Williamson & M. Healy, Eds.; p. 280). Baker 
Academic. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/catholicbbldict?ref=Page.p+161&off=1107&ctx=+to+the+Aegean+Sea.+%7ECorinth+was+also+an+
https://ref.ly/logosres/cathcomm65ac?ref=BibleNABRE.Ac18.4&off=1966&ctx=s+and+Greeks+alike%2c+%7EChrist+the+power+of+

