
Lesson 4 12-13-14-15 Handout – The Jewish Calendar 

This month shall be for you the beginning of months” (Exodus 12:2). In the old 
Hebrew calendar in use before the fall of Jerusalem (580 BC), the New Year was in 
the spring, and the first month of the year (corresponding to March/April) was 
called Abib. The time of year when the flight from Egypt occurred is indicated in 
the description of the seventh plague, the hail: “The flax and barley were ruined, for 
the barley was in the ear and the flax was in the bud. But the wheat and the spelt 
were not ruined, for they  are late in coming up” (Exodus 9:31–32). These verses 
describe the sequence of the harvest in Egypt and the surrounding countries. The 
earliest crop is flax in March, next barley in April, then wheat in May, and finally, 
the spelt in June. The first Passover took place while the flax was fully mature, 
while the barley was still budding out—precisely in early spring. Later, while they 
were in exile in Babylon, the Jews adopted a different calendar. First, they adopted 
the Babylonian names for the months, so the first month of spring came to be Nisan, 
rather than Abib. Secondly, in reaction against the Babylonian New Year, which 
was a major, eleven-day pagan ritual, the Jews shifted their New Year to the fall. 
So, the Jewish feast of Rosh-Hashanah, the “Head of the Year,” is in the fall 
(September/October), rather than the spring now.1 

A further point of interest arises over the time of sacrifice. 12:6 notes that it was at 
eventide or more precisely in the evening at sunset (Deut 16:6). A different 
vocalization of the Hebrew expression for at eventide gave rise to the later 
rendering ‘between the two evenings’, either from 3 p.m. to sunset according to the 
Pharisees and Talmudists, or from sunset to darkness according to the Samaritans, 
Sadducees and Caraites. Roasting was prescribed as the quickest way of preparing a 
hasty meal2 

 

 
1 Ponessa, J., & Manhardt, L. W. (2007). Moses and the Torah (p. 46). Emmaus Road 
Publishing. 

2 Power, E. (1953). Exodus. In B. Orchard & E. F. Sutcliffe (Eds.), A Catholic Commentary on 
Holy Scripture (p. 214). Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/cmsmsstrh?ref=Page.p+46&off=718&ctx=w+Year+to+the+fall.+%7ESo%2c+the+Jewish+feast
https://ref.ly/logosres/cathcommorchard?ref=BibleDR.Ex12.1-20&off=44&ctx=of+Pasch+and+Azymes%E2%80%94%7EThe+institution+of+t

