
Exodus Lesson 4 Handout – Some Facts and Figures 

The sons of Israel leave Egypt 

12:37–42. Here we are given concrete details about the departure from 
Egypt. They headed towards Succoth, a city which modern excavations 
locate some 15 kms (nine miles) south-east of Rameses, in the Nile 
delta. It seems to make sense that they should have avoided trade routes, 
which would have been quieter but busier and patrolled by Egyptian 
armies—the coast road to the country of the Philistines (cf. Exodus 
13:17), the road through the southern desert, which led to Beer-sheba, or 
the trading route linking Egypt and Arabia. Even in this little thing one 
can see God’s special providence at work: he has no need of beaten 
tracks to show his people where to go. 

The figure of 600,000 is an idealized one (cf. Num 1:46; 26:51), for it 
would imply a total population of three million people, women and 
children included. Maybe for the sacred author’s contemporaries this 
figure had a significance which escapes us today; or perhaps it is just a 
way of indicating that there were very many people—part of the epic 
style of the account, to highlight the power of God. 

The figure of 430 years for the time the sons of Israel had been in Egypt 
(v. 40) is slightly different from the 400 years which appears more often 
in the Bible (cf. Gen 15:13; Acts 7:6; Gal 3:16–17). In the Pentateuch 
numbers often have a more symbolic than chronological meaning (cf. 
the note on Gen 5:1–32). The 400 years would mean that the chosen 
people lived in Egypt for ten generations, that is, a complete period of 
the history of Israel.1 

 
1 Gavigan, J., McCarthy, B., & McGovern, T., eds. (1999). The Pentateuch (p. 
293). Four Courts Press; Scepter Publishers. 
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