
Lesson 1 Hebrews 1-2-3 Handout – Christ Made Perfect through 
Suffering 

What does Hebrews mean by saying that Jesus had to be made perfect? The 
author seems to be using this verb in three senses. First, “make perfect” 
(teleioō) is related to the adjective “perfect” (teleios), used in the Septuagint 
for human beings who are morally blameless and upright (Gen 6:9; 1 Kings 
15:3) and for animals that are whole and unblemished, worthy to be offered in 
sacrifice to God. That Jesus had to be “made perfect” does not mean that he 
was ever morally flawed; rather, he freely chose to take on human nature in its 
fallen state, with the weakness, pain, and death that are intrinsic to it, and 
through suffering to perfect it in holiness. It is easy to be virtuous when all 
goes well and people treat you kindly, as Jesus himself noted (Luke 6:32–34). 
But human virtue comes to perfection only when it is tried and tested by 
suffering. In enduring his passion, Jesus allowed all the evil unleashed upon 
him to bring forth the most perfect act of love, trust, and obedience to God 
that could ever come from a human heart. In the furnace of suffering his 
human nature was refined to limitless perfection. He was thus qualified to be 
offered in sacrifice as the perfect, unblemished Lamb (1 Pet 1:19). 

Second, Christ was “made perfect” in that his human nature was transformed 
by his entrance into divine glory (v. 9); or to use a patristic term, he was 
“divinized.” By becoming man he assumed our nature, which was subject to 
weakness and deprived of the heavenly glory for which it was made (see Rom 
3:23). As Jesus affirmed in the Gospels, his passion was therefore necessary 
as the God-appointed means for him to ascend to divine glory (Mark 8:31; 
Luke 24:26). At one level, the humanity of Jesus, being fired in the furnace of 
human suffering, came out a perfect image of filial obedience as well as a 
perfect instrument of our salvation. So too for his followers, the path to glory 
is usually through suffering (2 Cor 4:17; Phil 3:10–11; Heb 12:10–11). 



Third, there is a further significance to teleioō. In the Septuagint this verb is 
used to often render a Hebrew idiom (“fill up the hands”) for the rite of 
priestly ordination (Ex 29:29, 35; Lev 8:33; 16:32; 21:10; etc.). It can be said 
that, viewed against this backdrop, obedient suffering ordained the humanity 
of Christ for priestly ministry, which he now exercises in heaven above (Heb 
8:1–2; 9:24) (CCC 609).1 As Hebrews will proceed to show, Jesus is the great 
high priest (4:14), and his rite of ordination is the cross.2 
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