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Lesson 1 Hebrews 1-2-3 Handout – Signs and wonders 

The preaching of the good news of Christ is not merely in words. As 
Christians proclaim the gospel, God adds his own testimony in the form of 
miracles that confirm the truth of the message. Jesus had commanded his 
apostles not only to preach but also to “cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
lepers, drive out demons” (Matt 10:8; see Mark 16:17–18), 

The miracles are “signs” because they signify or point beyond themselves to 
Jesus and his ultimate victory over sin, sickness, and death. They are 
“wonders” in that they call forth a response of wonder, awe, praise, and 
gratitude, just as did the healings done by Jesus in his earthly ministry. They 
are “acts of power” (Greek dynameis, usually translated “miracles”) in that 
they show forth the mighty power of God. 

St. Irenaeus also described the evangelistic impact of the many miracles done 
by Christians in his time, “Those who are in truth [Jesus’] disciples, receiving 
grace from him, perform [miracles] in his name so as to promote the welfare 
of others, according to the gift that each has received from him. For some 
truly drive out devils, so that those who have been cleansed from evil spirits 
frequently believe and join themselves to the Church. Others have 
foreknowledge of things to come: they see visions, and utter prophetic words. 
Still others heal the sick by laying their hands upon them, and they are made 
whole. Yes, moreover … the dead even have been raised up, and remained 
among us for many years. And what more shall I say? It is impossible to name 
the number of the gifts which the Church throughout the whole world has 
received from God in the name of Jesus Christ who was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, and which she exerts day by day for the benefit of the Gentiles, 
neither practicing deception on anyone, nor taking any reward from them on 
account of such miraculous works. For as she has received freely from God, 
freely also does she minister.” 
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St. Augustine, writing in the early fifth century, also recounts numerous 
miraculous healings, some of which he personally witnessed, which were 
“wrought in the name of Christ, whether by his sacraments or by the prayers 
or relics of his saints.” 1 
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