
Lesson 1 Hebrews 1-2-3 Handout – The Nature of Christ 

“He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, 
upholding the universe by his word of power.” Hebrews 1:3a 

These words, which describe Christ’s divinity and eternity, recall the 
passage in the book of Wisdom which reads, “For she is a reflection of 
eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God” (Wis 7:26). What 
the Old Testament described as an attribute of God is now revealed as a 
personal being, the second person of the Trinity, the incarnate Word, 
Jesus Christ. 

Using three images, the text teaches that Jesus Christ is perfect God, 
identical to the Father. First, by saying that he “reflects” the glory of the 
Father it means that he and the Father share the same nature—which is 
what we profess in the Creed when we say that Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, is “light from light, true God from true God” 
(Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed). “The author means”, St John 
Chrysostom writes, “that Christ has this glory in his own right; it can 
suffer no eclipse nor can it either increase or diminish” (St. John 
Chrysostom Homily on Heb, 2). 

Second, the Son is also “stamped” with the nature of the Father; “stamp” 
is a translation of the Greek word character, which means the mark left 
by a tool used to engrave or seal (for example, the impression of a seal 
on wax, or the seal affixed to a document, or the brand used to identify 
livestock). This word indicates two things—first, the perfect equality 
between the mark and the seal which makes it, and second, the 
permanence of the mark. 

Third, by “upholding (sustaining) the universe by his word of power”: 
the Son, through whom all things have been created, is also maintaining 
them in existence. God the Father not only creates but, through the Son, 



maintains a continual, direct influence on his creation; if he did not do 
so, as St Thomas Aquinas explains, the world would revert into non-
being: “If the divine power ceased to operate, existence would cease, the 
being and subsistence of every created thing would end: (the Word) 
therefore upholds all things in respect of their existence, and he sustains 
them also by virtue of being the first cause of everything he has created” 
(Commentary on Heb, 1, 2). It makes sense that God the Father should 
wish to keep the world in existence by means of the same Word by 
whom he created it.1 

 
1 The Letter to the Hebrews (p. 30). (2005). Four Courts Press; Scepter Publishers. 
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