
Lesson 1 Hebrews 1-2-3 - The Role of Angels 

The prominence of angels in Hebrews 1:5–14 raises a question: 
What is the big deal about angels? Why does  the Letter to the Hebrews 
deem it necessary to spend so much time proving Jesus’ superiority to 
them? Most Christians do not think much about angels, though angel 
fads periodically arise. But for the ancient Jews, angels had a lofty role 
as God’s agents (Exod 14:19; Num 22:22), mediators of the covenant 
and the law (Acts 7:53; Gal 3:19; Heb 2:2), protectors of nations (Dan 
12:1; Sir 17:14), and members of the heavenly court or entourage 
surrounding God (Job 2:1; Ps 89:6; Tob 12:15). Speculation about 
angels had developed into an entire angelology offering details about 
their nature, their various ranks, and their intervention in human affairs 
both for good and for evil. The danger in this preoccupation was to exalt 
angels to the level of God himself, forgetting that they are created 
beings. Some people even fell into the temptation to worship angels (see 
Col 2:18)—an error that still exists in some quarters today, though 
perhaps a more common mistake is to neglect the role of angels 
altogether. Hebrews, like other New Testament writings, affirms the 
reality of angels and their noble functions but also their subordinate 
status to Jesus. As created beings, they are servants who worship the Son 
and do his bidding.1 

The period immediately prior to the New Testament had seen a 
considerable development of devotion to angels among the ordinary 
religious Jews; with the result that this was the danger of Jesus, because 
he was a man, in some way being seen as on a lower level than angels, 
who, created beings though they are, are pure spirits. In the Acts of the 

 
1 Healy, M. (2016). Hebrews (P. S. Williamson & M. Healy, Eds.; p. 45). Baker 
Academic: A Division of Baker Publishing Group. 
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Apostles (cf. Act 23:9), we find the Pharisees in the Sanhedrin surmising 
that St Paul’s preaching may result from revelation given him by an 
angel; and belief in the existence of angels was a point of contention 
between Pharisees and Sadducees (cf. Acts 23:7). For this reason the 
author of Hebrews wants to make it quite clear to Christians of Jewish 
origin that Jesus is much more than an angelic being.2 

 
2 The Letter to the Hebrews (p. 31). (2005). Four Courts Press; Scepter Publishers. 
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