
Lesson 3 Hebrews 7-8-9 Handout - Does Hebrews Contradict the Words 
of Jesus? 

   Alert readers may wonder how the statement in Hebrews 7:18, “a former 
commandment is annulled because of its weakness and uselessness,” can be 
squared with Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount: “Do not think that I 
have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but 
to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all 
things have taken place” (Matt 5:17–18). Is Hebrews contradicting the words 
of Jesus? 

   This question should be approached in the same way we approach other 
apparent inconsistencies in Scripture. Because God is its primary author, 
Scripture is a single work that is consistent with itself. At the same time, the 
Bible is a library, a collection of books written by various authors in different 
time periods. These diverse voices should not be artificially harmonized; each 
author is speaking from his own unique perspective to a distinct audience with 
distinct needs. When we encounter a tension between one statement and 
another, it forces us to think more deeply to grasp what God is saying through 
each author’s unique perspective on the truth. 

   In this case, the thought of Hebrews is similar to that of Paul, who wrote that 
Jesus “has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances” (Eph 
2:15 NRSV). Both Paul and Hebrews are declaring that in Christ’s death and 
resurrection the true aim of the Torah—a lasting, unbreakable covenant 
relationship with the Lord—has been perfectly accomplished. The  
prescriptions of the old law (all the rules having to do with priesthood, 
sacrifice, and ritual purity) have therefore been rendered obsolete. Their 
purpose was to prepare for and point to the great high priest, the perfect 
sacrifice, and the cleansing of the heart that it provides. Now that their 



purpose is accomplished, these cultic laws are no longer needed. When the 
sun has risen, why continue to hold a candle? 

   Jesus’ statement in Matthew, on the other hand, refers primarily to the moral 
law. By saying that that he came not to destroy the law but to fulfill it, he 
emphasizes that his teaching supremely accomplishes the intention of the law: 
to direct people toward true righteousness. As Paul explains, that 
righteousness is made possible by the power of the Holy Spirit, who imparts 
to us the grace of Christ’s cross and resurrection: “The just requirement of the 
law [is] fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit” (Rom 8:4 RSV; see Rom 8:29). At the same time, Jesus’ statement 
emphasizes the prophetic role of the law: what the Torah prophesied is 
fulfilled in his own life, death, and resurrection. Thus at the deepest level the 
thought of Hebrews and Paul is consistent with Jesus’ declaration in the 
Gospel of Matthew.1 
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