
Lesson 4 Hebrews 10-11 Handout – Enoch 

Genesis says very little about Enoch, the second example of faith in Hebrews 
11. But here was also quite an amount of Jewish tradition about Enoch, one of 
the patriarchs from the pre-Flood period; this stemmed from the fact that the 
book of Genesis, instead of ending the mentioning of him with the usual 
words “and he died” (as is the case with the other patriarchs), it instead says 
that he “walked with Elohim, and he was not, for God took him” (cf. Gen 
5:21–24). This led people to think that Enoch did not die and that therefore he 
was in the presence of God preparing the way for the Messiah who would set 
man free: that is, he must be one of the Messiah’s precursors, like Elijah, of 
whose death also there is no mention. 

A further analysis of ‘he walked with God’ can give us a better understanding 
of Enoch being mentioned as a man of faith.  To walk with God signifies 
intimate fellowship, recalling the intimate communion between God and man 
in Eden before the fall (Gen 3:8). Hebrews quotes the Septuagint version of 
Genesis 5:24, which interprets “he walked with God” as “he pleased God”: 
Enoch was attested to have pleased God. Hebrews takes this statement as 
clear evidence of Enoch’s faith, which God rewarded by delivering him from 
death. 

Although Genesis simply states that Enoch was found no more because God 
had taken him, Hebrews, in accord with Jewish tradition, interprets “taken” 
(the Greek literally means “transferred”) as his being transferred from this   p 
233  world to God’s heavenly realm without experiencing death. Sirach says, 
“No one like Enoch has been created on the earth; / for he was taken up from 
the earth” (Sir 49:14 RSV; see also Sir 44:16; Wis 4:10–11). The Letter of 
Jude envisions Enoch as preaching judgment (Jude 14–15). Enoch and Elijah 
are the only two Old Testament figures who are said to be taken up without 
dying. As Abel foreshadowed Christ’s death and resurrection, Enoch can thus 
be seen as mysteriously prefiguring Christ’s ascension. 



Hebrews infers that Enoch had faith from the principle that without faith it is 
impossible to please God. This stark statement makes clear that what God 
desires from human beings is not merely virtuous living but a relationship 
with himself. That relationship begins with faith, which puts creatures in a 
right position of trust and dependence on the creator.  

For anyone who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him. To “approach God” is a term Hebrews often 
uses to refer to worship (see 10:1, 22); more broadly, it refers to living one’s 
whole life in communion with God, as Enoch did. The minimum baseline for 
a relationship with God is, first, to believe that God exists (see James 2:19). 
Second, it is to believe that God rewards those who seek him: he answers 
prayers, delivers, forgives, guides, and blesses. This means that God is 
personal. He is not an impersonal force but a living God whose providence 
guides all things and who is passionately interested in the human beings he 
created. Ultimately, God’s reward for those who seek him is nothing other 
than himself. “When you look for me, you will find me. Yes, when you seek 
me with all your heart, I will let you find me—oracle of the Lord” (Jer 29:13–
14; see Gen 15:1).1 
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