
Handout – What’s up with the Women? 

One break in the father-son pattern of the genealogy is found in the 
reference to Perez’s mother, Tamar. Women were not typically listed in 
Jewish genealogies, which traced lineage from father to son. Tamar is 
the first of four Old Testament women mentioned in this genealogy; 
soon after we read of Rahab (1:5), Ruth (1:5), and “the wife of Uriah” 
(Bathsheba) (1:6). Why did Matthew include these women? There are 
three common explanations: 

1. Sinners: According to one view, Matthew included these four women 
because they were notorious sinners, and Matthew is trying to show that 
Jesus   p 39  has come to enter into the human family tree, with all its 
dysfunction, to save us from sin. However, in the Old Testament all four 
women were at least noted for some noble characteristics and, while 
some might argue that Bathsheba committed adultery with David and 
that Tamar and Rahab were prostitutes, the Bible does not present Ruth 
as a sinner. Moreover, if Matthew were trying to highlight that sinful 
people existed in Jesus’ ancestry, he did not need to include these 
women. Many of the wicked kings (e.g., Manasseh) in the genealogy 
powerfully demonstrated this already. 

2. Irregular Union: Another view holds that Matthew selected these four 
women because they each had an irregular union that might be 
surprising to find in the messianic line. Bathsheba was involved in 
adultery, Rahab and Tamar were prostitutes, and Ruth was a Gentile. 
Accordingly, Matthew mentions these women to prepare the reader for 
Mary’s own irregular situation of being pregnant before her union with 
Joseph—a seemingly scandalous situation that could raise suspicion of 
adultery. However, if Matthew’s main concern is to counter 
misunderstandings about Mary’s pregnancy, one wonders why he would 
use Rahab and Tamar, two prostitutes, and Bathsheba, with whom David 



committed adultery, as examples to defend Mary from the charge of 
sexual sin. 

3. Non-Israelite Women in the Royal Line: A third view notes that the 
one thing these women have in common is that they are all non-Israelites 
who joined the family of Israel. Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth were foreigners 
brought into the chosen people through marriage and Bathsheba, being 
married to a Hittite, was also likely to be of non-Israelite descent.9 
Jewish tradition went on to magnify the Gentile character of the first 
three of these women, celebrating their being joined to the people of 
Israel. Matthew thus selects three of the most prominent Gentile women 
in the ancestral line of David (see Ruth 4:18–22) along with the most 
famous of David’s wives to highlight how Gentile blood flowed into the 
royal line of David. This underscores God’s concern for Gentiles, 
demonstrating that he brought them into the story of Israel even in the 
Old Testament. It also lays a foundation for the universal mission of 
Jesus’ kingdom, which will gather the Gentiles into God’s covenant 
family—a theme already hinted at in 1:1 and developed in 2:1–11.1 
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