
Week 4 Handout - Specific Scripture Reference For NT Psalm Usage 

According to the Gospels, Jesus appealed to psalms at key parts in his life: he 
used Psalm 8:3 to justify the praise given him by children as he entered 
Jerusalem (cf. Mt 21:16); Psalm 22:2 and 31:6, when speaking to God from 
the cross (cf. Mt 27:46; Lk 23:46); Psalm 35:19 to explain the hatred shown 
him by the Jewish authorities (cf. Jn 15:25); Psalm 48:3 and 82:6 to confirm 
his teachings (cf. Mt 5:35; Jn 10:34); Psalm 110:1 to show that the Messiah 
was greater than David (cf. Mt 22:41–45); Psalm 118:22–23, 26 as a key to 
the mystery of his death (cf. Mt 21:42; 23:39). On all these occasions Jesus 
uses the psalms in relation to his Person and his teaching. He also prayed them 
in the company of his disciples at the Last Supper (cf. Mt 26:30) and he 
referred to them expressly, as he did also to the Law and the Prophets, 
asserting that they were speaking of him (cf. Lk 24:44). He thus gave them a 
new meaning, one that went beyond the meaning they already had and yet was 
in line with it. 

After the events of Holy Week and Easter, and in keeping with Jesus’ 
guidance, the apostles came to see that the psalms found their perfection in the 
earthly life of the Master and the founding of the Church. They make the point 
that Jesus’ method of teaching by parable was foretold in Psalm 78:2 (cf. Mt 
13:35), and that the sufferings he underwent in his passion were announced in 
Psalm 2:1–2 (cf. Acts 4:25–28), 34:21 (cf. Jn 19:36), 22:19 (cf. Jn 19:23), 
69:22 (cf. Jn 19:28–29), and the glory of his resurrection in Psalm 16:8–11 
(cf. Acts 2:24–32) and Psalm 110:1 (cf. Acts 2:34–36). St Paul uses words 
from the psalms to describe the situation of sinful mankind in need of 
redemption by Christ: Ps 5:10; 10:7; 14:1–3; 36:2; 140:4 (cf. Rom 2:9–18).  

The Letter to the Hebrews points to Christ’ superiority over the angels, 
applying directly to him the things said in Psalms 2:7; 8:5–7; 45:7–8; 102:26–
28; 104:4; 110:1 (cf. Heb 1:5–13); his eternal priesthood, it says, is foretold in 
Psalms 2:7; 110:4 (cf. Heb 5:5–10); and the definitive nature of that 



priesthood is stated in Psalm 40:7–9 (cf. Heb 10:1–10). The letter also sees in 
Psalm 95:7–11 (cf. Heb 3:7–19) the Christian hope of reaching heaven. 
Finally, mention can also be made of the canticles in St Luke’s Gospel that 
describe the birth of Jesus—the Benedictus and the Magnificat; both of these 
are made up of phrases from the psalms applied to the joyous moment of the 
advent of salvation. 

 


