
On June 16, 2021 we received a memorandum from Bishop Matano’s office regarding new guidelines for 

parishes in light of NYS Governor Cuomo’s “lifting of mandated restrictions across social and 

commercial settings.  These include capacity restrictions, limits on social gathers, social distancing, 

cleaning and disinfection, health screening and contact tracing.” 

The State also indicates that “unvaccinated individuals continue to be responsible for wearing masks, 

in accordance with federal CDC guidance.” 

The Bishop has said that all previous guidelines issued by his office between March 20 and May 2021 are 

rescinded except for the following: 

 Holy Communion is distributed only under one form, namely the Sacred Host 

 The principle celebrant’s chalice is not shared 

 The sign of peace may be extended without shaking hands 

 Cleaning between Masses is not required though good cleaning protocols, on a regular basis, is 

to be the norm 

 Holy water fonts are to remain empty 

 Baptisms are performed with fresh water in a cleaned font for each one 

 Good ventilation with fresh air should be assured when possible 

 Some social distancing sections in the church are recommended. 

 

Guidelines for St. Marianne Cope Parish will include: 

 For those who are vaccinated, masks are optional 

 Unvaccinated people are responsible for wearing masks when in the building 

 The front half of the right (presider) side of the church will be for those wishing to remain 

socially distant 

 The presider, deacons, Sr. Sheila, lectors and altar servers will wear masks for the entrance and 

recessional processions, they may be removed when at their respective places  

 Altar servers will wear masks at all times 

 Much of our singing will resume and hymnals will be in the pews for the congregation’s use 

 If you are not feeling well, please refrain from coming to church until you are better 

We hope that these guidelines will help us all as we take these next steps in our collective recovery from 

this pandemic, while maintaining the health and safety of all.  Thank you for your continuing efforts as 

the people of God. 

 


