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PEACE BE WITH YOU
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Years ago, I used to work with a person who suffered under a lot of stress.  We were not only colleagues, we were also friends, and despite my best efforts at influencing calm in him, he carried a lot of angst every day.  He was often nervous and un-settled, and it was very difficult for him to be …still.  There were times during especially stressful days he would come into my office, close the door, and slump down in the chair across from me.  
“Say the words,” he would plead.
I knew what he was asking me – it was our little shared thing.
With a smile, I’d respond kindly, “Peace be with you.”
I would offer it in good humor, and sometimes he would breathe a deep sigh, and we would each smile or laugh a little, and his mood would …relax.  
There were times, however, when he wouldn’t lighten up, and he would repeat, with heavier sadness, “Say them again.” 
I would pause, gather him in, and offer, slowly, “Peace be with you.”
Our conversations after these second peace-offerings would then usually go on for a while.  His struggles, his pleadings for peace were real, and his thoughts and challenges we spoke about were true heart-to-heart connections, - memories I now cherish.  They were opportunities for me to listen, and to let the Spirit in me “speak” with the Spirit in him, with an openness towards greater understanding, with compassion and …mercy.  
“Peace be with you,” Jesus says.  “Receive the Holy Spirit.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”    
We hear these words of Scripture, and we appreciate them, but these are instructions for the apostles.  We hear about the signs and wonders the apostles perform in Jesus’ name.  These are great stories, and we’re grateful for them, but they’re …history.  Things are different now.  
There can’t be any expectation today that any of us are supposed to cure the sick or free people from unclean spirits.  I mean with everything that’s going on in our lives right now, the divisive politics, economic instability, the ongoing battling around our world, it’s enough for each of us to just try and stay positive, - to not succumb to all the …un-rest.
I mean what can we do?  Actually, a lot.  
Look, yes, there is a lot going on right now.  Understandably, we are a little unsettled.  It is difficult for us to be still.
But there is much power in you.  I hear Fr. Mike often remind us of this.  There is compassion in you, and in us together that can calm the many storms around us.  Not under our own power alone, but within the power of the one who died and rose again, the one who encourages us to believe.  
Are we still hesitating? Say the four words with me.  ______
And with your Spirit.  Thank you for letting the Spirit in you speak with the Spirit in me.  Thank you sharing your openness for greater understanding together, and especially today as we celebrate and receive Christ’s Divine…Mercy.  This is part of what we can do.  
We can always offer Christ’s peace for each other and listen without judgment.  This can help cure whatever may be sickening us.  
We can share the Holy Spirit we have received and engage in heart-to-heart connections with others in need.  This can help free our friends from unclean spirits.  
We can do this.  Jesus sends us as the Father sent him.  
We are apostles also.
Amen. 
