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VICTIM TO VICTOR
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Suffering, sacrifice, …silence.
There is a lot about Good Friday that is …un-settled.  
Jesus, the man many believe to be the conquering Messiah, sent by God to liberate Israel from tyranny, has been taken, tortured, and …terminated.  Jesus’ persecutors have silenced him, and his followers are scattered, hiding in fear for their lives.  The man they have come to know and love is dead and gone, and the despair they feel is deep.  It seems so …final.
For us, death can seem quite final.  It’s a hard thing to get our minds around.  There are layers of questions and many strong feelings: sadness, anger, confusion.  
We feel less than, and we wonder: What Will Happen To Us Now?  
I expect this is very much like what the disciples are experiencing, but my friends we know something they don’t.  We know what comes after.  We have the benefit of knowing what Jesus reveals through the miracle of his resurrection.  We’re given the gift of understanding that Jesus embraces a heavenly transformation for us, from tortured victim to …triumphant victor. 
In John’s Gospel we just shared, when Jesus is questioned by Pilate about his king-ship, Jesus reveals that his kingdom is not here, - it does not belong to this world.  As the battering continues, Jesus identifies that Pilate would have no power over him had it not been given him from above.  These are not the words of a cowering victim.  These are words of confident trust.  Jesus trusts that God is in charge, and that God’s good plan is in motion.
This is what is good about Good Friday.  This is why we have the benefit of knowing today not as a day of seeming despair, but ultimately one of full and joyful deliverance.  First Christ’s, and then through him, ours.  
Okay, yes it’s true we all struggle sometimes with our despair, our burdens.  Trusting that God’s good plan is in motion is hard, and throughout Lent we’ve been working to let go of our hard stuff, to surrender our ego-centeredness and our agendas.  We’ve been striving to seek reconciliation and to be more giving and for-giving.  We want better to embrace our true and best mission from God – to follow Jesus, and to trust him - with our lives.  
Placing one’s life into the hands of God, surrendering our own control over it, is not easily done, but it is …possible.  Relinquishing our will, and trusting that God’s will shall best prevail is always available to us, but we don’t like surrendering.  Our culture views it as weakness, - giving up.  
Well, today my friends we once again have a wonderful opportunity to seek God’s help in this shared mission, and to trust that it is correct.  One of the beloved traditions we have here during our Good Friday service is to each approach the Cross in gratitude.  We can bring any suffering we’re carrying and lay our burden down at the foot of the Cross.  We can join all that is hurting or harming us to Christ’s loving sacrifice for us on Calvary.  
This is not giving up.  It is instead, correctly, giving over.   
In any of our times of trial we can lose our way, lose our light, but believing that God is ever-guiding us through all darkness allows us to see beyond what is humanly visible, to know that someone who loves us dearly has given everything for us, and is always with us, always helping us.  
  Remember, we know what comes after Good Friday.  Today, as we place our life into the hands of God, we can rightly hope in what this day of deliverance offers us.  We can trust God to help liberate us from all of our suffering, to help us also surrender our own control over it, and to ultimately, finally settle all of our unsettled.  
Amen. 
