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Think back to when you woke up this morning.  How were your eyes opened?  What did you first see?  Maybe it was still dark, or maybe you saw your alarm clock, or light coming through a window.  As you rubbed the sleep from your eyes, what did you think about?
Was your waking a pleasant one?  Did you wake from a dream?  Maybe a happy one, filled with sunshine, and green grass (it’s coming.)  Or was your waking an anxious one?  If you’re like my wife Patti, did you dream that you’re in school again and you’re sitting for a final exam and you look at the test and realize you have no idea how to answer any of the questions and you’re going to flunk and as a result never graduate?
What was it like for you as you came to consciousness today?  Were you at all aware that just a moment ago you were ‘blind,’ and now, once again, you ‘see?’  With whatever goes on for us as we awaken to a new day, is there a brief moment when we might acknowledge that God has given us another gift?  Not only the gift of being able to see, but for today once again, the gift of being able to …be.
John’s Gospel today with Jesus curing the blind man has a lot more to do with being than seeing.  The naysayers around Jesus are critical of him for releasing the man from his affliction, and not merely his physical blindness, but also, his sin.  Christ’s critics complain, ‘How dare Jesus identify that this sin-afflicted man might be an agent of the deliverance of God!’  
But Jesus admonishes these hard-hearted.  This blind man is the way he is, so that the works of God might be made visible …through him.  What a strange, and …wonderful thing to reveal.  For all of them.  For all of us.
Jesus is the ultimate eye-opener, and we’re part of the crowd watching today, bearing witness to Jesus’ healing, - God made …visible.  And we can also know this:  We too are afflicted, and we too, are agents of God.
Lent gives us a chance to re-examine our afflictions in our relationships - with God, and with the other people around us that God loves.  (Yes, even them.)  We are confronted with the planks in our eyes, forced to visualize where our ‘blindness’ is limiting us.  Can we ever rub the sleep from our eyes enough to see clearly, what God is calling us …to be?
Jesus is today calling each of us to be open, to be repentant, to be …his.  He tells us that we too are called to do the works of the one who sent him.  We, not just him.  We are his agents, afflicted and affirmed at the same time.
What work are you being invited to today?  Where do you need God’s help in coming to acceptance of your afflictions?
The strength to persevere is here, living, …in us.  Because in Heaven’s mind, our afflictions, our imperfections, don’t burden us, they bind us.  Heart conditions, cancer, depression, …blindness – they don’t point to our sin, they connect us to Christ’s redemptive suffering, and our faith in persevering lights a path of hope for those suffering around us.
Today, we have once again been given the gift of …being.  Tomorrow is not guaranteed.  So, as we share in Christ’s Eucharistic sacrifice together, consider what is real and what is present.  Feel Christ’s fingers on your eyes, and God’s hand on your heart.  On this celebration of Laetare (lay-tar-ay), of rejoicing in the midst of affliction, let the Holy Spirit open your soul for you to see how much you are loved, and how miraculously the works of God can be made wonderfully visible through you.      
Amen.   
