2

3

A DWELLING PLACE FOR YOU 
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I have been having the most amazing interactions lately.  In-person conversations with people I’ve been friends with for many years, sessions with people I’ve happily come to know only in recent months, and also some  challenging (and I’ll even say uncomfortable) discussions after I’ve made a misstep and have had to figure out how to kindly …repair.  Yes, it happens.
I will say it has been a wild ride these recent weeks, and I have been …tested.  I’ve been tested to make myself available for someone even when I’m busy.  Tested to patiently listen to someone share their life struggle with me without judging them (even a little.)  I have even been tested to open myself to someone who thinks differently than I do, and to not be offended, but to rather, - gain the gift of their perspective.  (This is still valuable.)  
Now, admittedly, some of these tests have been harder than others.  The joy-sharing ones are easier.  Releasing my judgment, or seeking repair (forgiveness) – not as easy, but I have persevered because I have been encouraged, especially in these harder tests, to ask for help.  Help from the Spirit within me, and help from the Spirit within the person in front of me.
We talked about this together a few weeks ago, about allowing the Spirit within each of us to speak with each other.  Wouldn’t it be nice to have someone help us translate the differences, overcome the obstacles and missteps, to help us give away our agendas and merely be …present?
I will tell you, when I have chosen to do this, to make myself present, there have been smiles, tears, and surprisingly healing heart-connections.  There has also been another presence with me, a presence in fact that never leaves me, but instead guides me, forgives me, and helps me, and asks only that I return the favor – to whoever is in front of me at any given moment.     
I have come to understand each of these opportunities, each of these choices to be present as invitations to where God …is,- to where God dwells.
In our Gospel today, Jesus talks about the dwelling places of God, of our home in Heaven where we are all invited.  I am psyched about what lies ahead for us, and I trust that Jesus is preparing a place for each of us now. 
I’m also psyched about God’s dwelling places among us now.  We come together in this place where God dwells in the Eucharist, and God also dwells within each of us as empowered missionaries in our world, today.  
I would like each of us to consider and know well that God also dwells in each of our relationships.  It has been proven to me in so many ways that God guides us along our path with the help of fellow travelers, because we are never meant to travel alone.  You are each God’s gift to me as part of my path, and all the joy-filled conversations, all the tears, and all the forgiveness for each other are necessary parts of how our journey must go.  We’re on a grand pilgrimage towards Heaven together, and we are well on our way.
We don’t know when we’ll get there, perhaps it’s good that we don’t, - but we do know how.  Jesus tells us he is the way, and we are correct to place our trust in him.  We’re good to trust his Spirit that dwells within us, between us in every relationship, every encounter (even the hard ones,) every day.  
I believe that we are all chosen and cherished children, that we are all invited, in all our imperfections, and that you and I are in each other’s lives on purpose as helpers for each other.  We are blessed with so many dwelling places between us.  If we can know this and if we can really invite our Spirits to speak with each other in our dwellings, and help us heal and strengthen our heart-connections, don’t you think there’d be a lost less for our hearts to be troubled by, a lot less to be offended about, and a lot more joy and peace to be found together along our way?    Amen. 
