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BELIEVE IN JESUS RESURRECTED!	                 © Peter S. Dohr, 2026
Easter Sunday (8:00 AM)			April 5, 2026
	
Happy Easter everyone, and a heartfelt welcome to all on this beautiful and joy-filled day.  Maybe you’re here with us often, maybe once in a while, or maybe you’re visiting us from out of town.  It’s our privilege to welcome you all here to this celebration, to share the story of Christ’s resurrection.
Our Gospel this morning talks about what the discovery of the empty tomb meant for Jesus’ disciples those many years ago.  - How when they run to the tomb, there’s confusion, even suspicion of foul play, but then, an awareness comes upon them.  John enters the tomb and believes.  Jesus was dead, and now he’s not.  He’s alive again, just like he said he would be.  
The disciples report this discovery to their friends, and then those people do the same, and it continues.  This reality of the alive-again Jesus spreads through the world, and across all time, and we’re now sharing this story here with our friends today.  This same story.  
What does the realization that Jesus is alive again mean for us today, and why is it important?  How about this for an answer: Christ’s resurrection proves that God is really in control of our imperfect world.  Period.  
Now let that settle in for a minute, …because there’s a lot in our world that would lead us to question who’s really in control.  We wonder why bad things happen to good people.  We wonder why hatred and prejudice still exist, harming so many every day?  If God is in control, shouldn’t it all just be so much kinder?
Sometimes it’s understandable why we may be confused, lost in our fears and struggles, wondering if God is really with us?  After all, even those closest to Jesus thought he had abandoned them on that first Good Friday.  
But Easter morning teaches us something different.  Something that is bigger than all our fears and struggles, and much more powerful than all the hatred, …all the evil in this world.  Easter affirms that if we open our hearts beyond what we can see, beyond ourselves and our troubles of this earthly life, - if we can look towards where God is leading us, …God will lift us up, because God is in fact, in control.  God is with us.  
Jesus taught that if we want to have eternal life with him, …we must embrace our crosses as we follow him.  Think about the Holy Cross of Good Friday, the one Jesus carried for us, and now think about the crosses you may be carrying for yourself and for others.  Each of the opportunities we are given to care for, to carry one another come with choices, hidden gifts really.  From beyond our understanding, we receive gifts of strength and compassion, perseverance, sacrifice and love.  Gifts all, from God as we go.  
You see my friends, as Christ’s resurrection proves, our earthly crosses don’t have to destroy us.  They do test us, absolutely, but then with God’s help, they can eventually liberate us.  They are a part of our honorable calling to join our suffering to Christ’s as we strive towards eternal life in Heaven.  
If we can know this, when it’s time, God will forever take our crosses from us and lift us up.  Heaven is where we are invited.  This is the message from the empty tomb, from where Jesus sends his love to us all today.  
Today we have the opportunity to embrace our Easter gift - to accept God’s help towards liberation.  As we do, we can understand that as imperfect followers of Christ, children of God, we are lovingly connected to the resurrected one, and we are all, each of us, cherished.  Through the worthy carrying of our crosses in this life, to the joyful liberation of surrendering them in the next, …Jesus is with us always.  We are never alone.   Today, especially today, Jesus is alive for each of us again, just like he said he would be.    
Amen.
