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AWAKENING  	
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Over these past many weeks, I’ve been experiencing a growing awareness.  As the daylight hours are stretching outside, the increasing visible light around us is helping us see more, …thankfully.  And there is also something else I’m sensing, more of an invisible light, a lift of Spirit from within.  I feel like I’m being opened to a higher level of consciousness, a new energy of connectedness with God for us, and it feels …good.  I feel in my soul as if God is awakening us to a new level of courage, and …calm.
Our theme for this Lenten journey we are on together is, ‘Revealing and Receiving God’s Mercy.’  I believe that part of what may be unfolding for us in these 40 days is an invitation to cultivate these gifts of courage and calm. To receive God’s kind invitation of awakening, and by then doing so, share it, reveal it, for others.
Consider that there’s an opportunity to receive and reveal within each interaction we have.  We have choices in how we engage with one another.  We can resist, with our guard up, but that only shades our inner light and diminishes our ability to see light in others.  What if instead, we tap into the courage of the Holy Spirit within us, and in trusting confidently in God’s guiding presence between us, calmly offer our best selves to each other?  
In the eight months now that I’ve been with all of you here, I have been privileged to meet a lot of new people.   My life has been so enriched by you all, and I’ve been working on my own receiving and revealing. 
I’ve opened myself to receiving God’s light within each of you as you reveal it to me, and I’ve not been disappointed.  As I’ve kept my guard down, I’ve been awakened to connections and to kinship of shared Spirit that have exceeded my expectations – small miracles of God’s presence between us.  
In our Gospel today, St. Matthew reveals a special opportunity of awakening to God’s presence, a chance to personally experience a glimpse of Christ in his glory.  Peter, James, and John actually see Christ’s inner light, his radiance made visible, and they experience Jesus’s connections with other prophets loved by God.  The limits of time and place are eliminated and these holy connections from God are made immediately present for them.  The apostles are at first unsettled, but as they hear the voice, they’re awakened to a higher awareness of who Christ is, and they are humbled perhaps also, to be invited by God to “listen to him.”
What it must have felt like for the apostles to witness Christ’s transfiguration on that mountain, and to then come down, changed, and charged.  I get the sense that they too may have felt blessed with new understanding of connectedness to God through Jesus, commissioned as part of Christ’s team, supernaturally awakened with new courage, and calm. 
Cultivating and sharing Christ’s love for us with service to one another, offering our best self, and celebrating God’s presence in others is the worthiest mission we can be on.  We are all on a path of awakening, and God blesses each of us with good connections to help us find our way.  God is ever-now, with us always and all ways, - helping, guiding, and in real time transfiguring our hearts and minds to be ever-closer to Christ. 
Let’s keep our guards down.  Let’s trust confidently in God’s guiding presence between us, and accept the invitation to be part of Christ’s team.  Consider how great it is that we are on this wonderful, shared, divine mission of revealing and receiving God for each other, as the sun’s light increases for us outside, and as God’s Son’s light also stretches each of us on the inside.
Amen.
