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Protocols for Resuming Public Masses Safely 
  

1. If you have any symptoms of sickness, then stay home.   
2. If you living with someone who has any symptoms of sickness, then please don’t attend 

Mass. 
3. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass will continue until further 

notice. Since there will be no Sunday Mass obligation, you are encouraged to attend other 
Masses during the week instead of Sunday in order to spread out the numbers.  

4. Those over age 65 or are considered “high risk” and more vulnerable to the virus are 
strongly encouraged to not attend weekend Masses and to continue to participate in online 
or televised Mass. No one will be turned away because of their age. 

5. Those in attendance will be expected to respect social distancing guidelines (keeping 6 feet 
distance) when encountering those not residing in their own household.  

6. Seating will be limited to a maximum of 33% seating capacity due to space restrictions.  
Please keep 6 feet between households in the pews.  (Please arrive early so as to leave time 
to finding a seat). 

7. We will have an Online Sign-Up for each of the Masses so that people know that there will 
be space for them at a Mass (please go to www.holyfamilyarea.org OR call the Area Office 
before Friday at noon (320-269-5954)). 

8. Those in attendance are asked to wear face masks out of charity for others (but not children 
under age 2). 

9. Parents are encouraged to speak with their children before coming to Mass to let them 
know that things will be different.   

10. Hymnals will be removed from pews.  (Free app that has the readings: WeConnect Parish 
app).   

11. The assembly is to keep singing to a minimum. 
12. The church space will be thoroughly sanitized before and after each Mass.   
13. The ushers will be opening the main entrance door as you enter for Mass. 
14. Collection baskets will not be passed from person to person, but will be in the aisle of the 

main entrances before Mass.   
15. Hand sanitizers will be available at all entryways. 
16. We will continue to forgo the Sign of Peace and the Holy Water fonts will still be empty. 
17. At the end of Mass, the ushers will dismiss people pew by pew so as to help people keep 

social distancing when they leave Mass.   
  
For Receiving Holy Communion: 
-Please keep 6 feet between households when in line 
-Please receive in your hand AND hold your hand very flat so as to avoid touching Father’s fingers 

and so that the Blessed Sacrament does not fall on the ground.   
  
The ushers/staff may have additional information or instructions for you when attending Mass. 
  
We will continue to make adjustments to these protocols as necessary. We have never 

experienced a pandemic before, so please be patient with us. We will do everything we can so 
that everyone who wants to attend Mass can do so safely. 

  


