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Parishioner Charlie Paslawski Makes
Stations of the Cross a Family Tradition

For St. Andrew parishioner 
Charlie Paslawski, taking his 

children to the Stations of the 
Cross each Friday during Lent is 
an important part of his family 
faith life. Thankful for his own 
Catholic upbringing and the 
ways that he was immersed in 
the faith from early on, Charlie 
hopes to pass his love for 
Catholic traditions on to his own 
children. 

“I went to Catholic school for 
elementary and high school,” he 
says. “And it’s easier to have a 
strong foundation in the faith 
when you have religion class ev-
ery day, attend Mass with your 
class every week, and do things 
like Stations of the Cross. I want 
my children to know that being Catholic is more than going to Mass and Faith Forma-
tion once a week, and that there are other great things about it.”

Charlie has long had a devotion to the Stations of the Cross, and he believes that 
this particular Church tradition is a great way for children to enter more deeply into the 
Passion of Christ.

“While the priest is going to the different Stations, you can follow along in the book 
and you can also visualize what’s going on,” Charlie says. “And you can go to any 
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church and the Stations will all be the same. I think 
it is something that helps children understand better 
and gives them a great example of what Jesus did for 
us.”

Charlie joined the Holy Family Area Catho-
lic Community 11 years ago when he and his wife, 
Louann, moved to the area. While Louann is Lu-
theran, the couple had decided early in their mar-
riage to raise their children in the Catholic Church. 
The Paslawskis’ shared Christian faith remains at the 
center of their family life, influencing the way they 
raise their children — Charlotte, 7; Thaddeus, 5; and 
Metta, 18 months — and sustaining them through the 
loss of a newborn son, Samuel, three years ago. 

It is Charlie’s hope that the same faith will one 
day influence and sustain their children as well.

“I hope [our kids] will continue in the faith as 
adults,” Charlie says. “Everyone eventually gets a 
choice to make that decision, and I hope that they will 
be able to turn to the Church when they are strug-
gling, whether it’s for peace or answers. It’s easy to 
turn away and take another route, so I hope they’ll 
want to continue it.”

These days, Charlie has been enjoying the chance 
to delve deeper into various faith topics with their 
children while helping daughter Charlotte prepare 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Com-
munion. And during this Lent, as always, he has  

continued the tradition of taking Charlotte and Thad-
deus to the Stations of the Cross.

“The Stations are probably my favorite part of 
the Catholic faith, as far as any organized service 
goes,” Charlie says. “There’s something about going 
through the Way of the Cross, especially with the a 
cappella music — it gives me a sense of peace when 
I’m there, and it really gets me to think about what 
Jesus did.”

With Easter right around the corner, Charlie 
would encourage any parishioners to come partici-
pate in this beautiful Lenten tradition of the Church 
as often as they can over the next weeks.

“If you’ve never gone, certainly give it a chance 
because you don’t know what you’re missing,” he 
says. “Or if you went as a kid and didn’t like it, try 
it again now. It’s a very deep prayer service and Fr. 
Paul will use different versions of the Stations, so 
even if you didn’t like it one time, maybe the next 
time you would.” 

“I get a peaceful and almost chilling effect from 
it,” Charlie adds. “You’re following the footsteps of 
Christ and for me, there is nothing deeper than that. 
It’s the people He saw and people He met, the falls 
that He took, the nails going in. This is the Passion 
of Jesus Christ, and if you want to experience that, 
there’s no better way than by going to Stations of the 
Cross.”

“I went to Catholic school for elementary and high school. And it’s 
easier to have a strong foundation in the faith when you have religion 

class every day, attend Mass with your class every week, and do things 
like Stations of the Cross. I want my children to know that being 

Catholic is more than going to Mass and faith formation once a week,
and that there are other great things about it.” — Charlie Paslawski
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

Easter Sunday arrives later this year — April 
21. The method for determining the date 

of Easter was settled by the ancient Church 
according to a complicated formula that allows 
it to fall anywhere between March 22 and April 
25. However, most of us are content simply to 
look it up on a liturgical calendar!

One feature at this year’s Easter celebration 
will be a dramatic contrast from what we have 
experienced in the winter months — the days 
will be noticeably longer.

As a matter of fact, the English word “Lent” 
is related to the Anglo-Saxon word meaning “to 
lengthen,” for spring is the season when the days grow 
longer. Even though most Americans do not live in rural 
settings or agricultural environments, they still find joy 
in the longer days that contrast with the early nightfall 
that we experienced at Christmas. So when Lent is over 
and Easter arrives, our spirits naturally delight as we 
leave the winter behind.

Don’t get me wrong — I am not saying that Easter 
is some sort of spring festival. The central theme of the 
Christian festival of Easter is clear. It celebrates what 
happened once for all over 2,000 years ago, when Jesus 
of Nazareth died on the cross and was raised back to life 
on the third day by God the Father. This event took place 
during the Jewish observance of Passover, which comes 
during the spring, which is why we celebrate Easter then.

So, then, we have two reasons to celebrate at Eas-
ter. Primary, of course, is our yearly remembrance of 
the victory of Jesus Christ over sin, Satan and death. 
But we can also rejoice in the coming of spring, which 
melts the snows of winter and brings us beautiful 
flowers in bloom.

In its pastoral letter on stewardship, Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops gives a definition of who a Christian steward is. It has 
several parts, but the first noted aspect is that a Christian 
steward is “one who receives God’s gifts gratefully” (9). 
The bishops don’t distinguish between gifts from God 

that are spiritual and ones that are material.
After all, “God looked at everything he 

had made, and found it very good” (Gen-
esis 1:31). The first step in becoming a good 
steward is to receive what God gives, to rec-
ognize that these gifts come from God, and 
to be grateful for them. 

So then, as we celebrate Easter with grat-
itude for what God continues to do for us in 
both the material and spiritual spheres, we 
can resolve to use all we have received — 
the time, the talent and the treasure entrust-
ed to us, the beauty of the natural world, 

and the hope of eternal life — as stewards who use them 
for God’s glory and the welfare of His people.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor

Celebrating Easter with Gratitude
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EMBRACING OUR IDENTITY AS AN Easter People 
Our beloved St. John Paul II once proclaimed: “We 

are the Easter people and alleluia is our song!” 
And yet, notes Fr. Paul Timmerman, the resurrection 
has no real meaning for us without the context of 
Christ’s passion, suffering and death. By paying 
the ultimate price, Jesus poured forth His merciful 
love for us all, freeing us from the chains of sin and 
death. And the annual Paschal Triduum is a concrete 
way for us Catholics to relive those experiences with 
Jesus, Mary and the apostles.

“That’s why I just really encourage parishioners 
to come out and participate in each of these special 
Masses and services, beginning with Holy Thursday, 
to really experience the fullness of what they’ve been 
preparing for throughout all of Lent, and to truly be 
able to enter into the richness and depths of the Eas-
ter narrative,” Fr. Paul says.

For our Holy Family Area Catholic Community, 
this journey begins on Holy Thursday at the Church 
of St. Clara with a 7 p.m. Mass. This sacred liturgy 
scripturally takes us through the events of the Last 
Supper. Christ’s washing of the disciples’ feet is  

reenacted by the priest with chosen parishioners and 
then we get to relive the experience ourselves by par-
ticipating in the Eucharistic Banquet.

“Each year, the Washing of the Feet is such a pow-
erful, humbling and edifying experience for me,” 
Fr. Paul says. “It’s one of my favorite parts of the 
Triduum, to be able to wash the people’s feet as their 
priest, to tangibly remind the parishioners that I’m 
here to serve them. It’s also a special time to celebrate 
the gift of the Eucharist, which is what truly makes 
us one as a faith community. That’s why I feel it is so 
important that we all come together and experience 
this together in one liturgy, just as Jesus brought all 
of His disciples together for the Last Supper.”

Then just as the Last Supper ended with the dis-
ciples joining Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Holy Thursday concludes with a Eucharistic proces-
sion. This allows parishioners, says Fr. Paul, to be-
gin “walking the journey with Christ, witnessing up 
close the beginning of His great act of love.” This 
spiritual accompaniment will only deepen on Good 
Friday with services offered at St. Andrew at 5 p.m. 
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EMBRACING OUR IDENTITY AS AN Easter People 
and then later at the Church of St. Joseph at 7 p.m. 

“The only day of the year we cannot celebrate 
a Mass, the Good Friday service allows us to com-
memorate Christ’s death and sort of live out the day 
with Him,” Fr. Paul says. “It’s consequently a very 
solemn atmosphere. The priest and the servers both 
enter and exit in complete silence. There are almost 
no decorations and the sanctuary is almost complete-
ly bare. Everything is stripped, similar to how Jesus 
was stripped on the cross.”

Following the scriptural dramatization of Christ’s 
suffering and death, parishioners are invited forward 
for the veneration of the cross — the paradoxical 
symbol of our faith.

“The cross was the symbol of shame and incredible 
suffering,” Fr. Paul says. “And yet, by Jesus dying on it 
and opening the gates of heaven for us through it, the 
cross becomes this tremendous sign of love and hope.”

And then at last, the Easter story culminates with 
the Saturday Vigil celebration at St. Joseph’s at 9 p.m. 
Always beginning after sunset, the Mass starts out in 
total darkness, symbolizing the darkness that perme-
ated the world before Christ’s coming. Then, through 
numerous Old and New Testament readings, salva-
tion history is depicted allowing us to more fully ap-
preciate God’s perfect plan for redemption.

“This is my absolute favorite Mass of the whole 
year,” Fr. Paul says. “We begin so beautifully in com-
plete darkness so that we can experience more fully 
the darkness of sin and the tomb. Then we have the 
blessing of the fire and the Easter candle followed by 
the beauty of how that one light shines out, bringing 
light to the entire church. And then as we light all of 
the people’s candles, the entire church lights up — it 
just always strikes me how it truly makes visible the 
invisible reality of how the Holy Spirit transforms us, 
how each one of us holds the light of Christ within us 
through our Baptism.”

Thus an important part of the Easter liturgy is the 
renewal of baptismal promises, inviting each one of 
us to recommit ourselves to Christ and His Church, to 
more fully embrace our identity as an Easter people 

and live out the joy of the resurrection in our daily 
lives.

Together, the Easter Triduum completes the prep-
aration that was done throughout Lent. For just as we 
spiritually entered the desert with Christ for 40 days, 
we are able to journey with Him during His suffer-
ing, death and ultimate triumph over sin. 

“Lent is really about preparing our hearts for 
Easter and also enabling us to truly renew our own 
Baptisms and recommit our hearts and lives to Jesus 
— to be able to honestly say with St. Paul, ‘Yet I live, 
no longer I, but Christ lives in me; insofar as I now 
live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who 
has loved me and given himself up for me’ (Galatians 
2:20).” Fr. Paul says.

“We begin so beautifully in complete 
darkness so that we can experience more 
fully the darkness of sin and the tomb. 
Then we have the blessing of the fire and 
the Easter candle followed by the beauty 
of how that one light shines out, bringing 
light to the entire church. And then as 
we light all of the people’s candles, the 
entire church lights up — it just always 
strikes me how it truly makes visible the 
invisible reality of how the Holy Spirit 
transforms us, how each one of us holds 
the light of Christ within us through our 
Baptism.” — Fr. Paul Timmerman
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Stewardship, at its roots, teaches that we are not supposed to give God our 
“leftovers.” We should instead strive to return to God a portion of our “first 

fruits” – giving to God first and then using the rest for our other needs.

    STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Giving to God First
Have you ever wondered why no one really 

becomes uneasy when someone brings up the 
first two “Ts” of stewardship – giving of your time or 
talents – but when the third “T” comes up, many of 
us become uncomfortable?

That third “T” is treasure, and some people sim-
ply become so annoyed by the subject, they tune out 
the words from the pulpit.

Why is there seemingly such an adverse reaction?
Our finances are such a personal subject. Discuss-

ing money issues with others is not easy, and having 
someone tell us what to do with our finances is even 
worse. We earn the money, after all. So shouldn’t we 
decide what to do with it?

Of course, the answer is “yes” – we decide every 
day how to spend our hard-earned dollars. Indeed, 
the monetary choices we make will either keep our 
finances in check, or put us into the red. The aver-
age American family has about $7,000 in credit card 
debt – so finances certainly represent a challenge to 
our current society. Tight budgets, trying to “keep up 
with the Joneses” or poor financial management may 

be to blame for our tight resources. Does this mean 
we do not have anything left over for God?

Stewardship, at its roots, teaches that we are not 
supposed to give God our “leftovers.” We should in-
stead strive to return to God a portion of our “first 
fruits” – giving to God first and then using the rest 
for our other needs. God gave us our talents that help 
us earn a living, after all. He should come first.

This idea can be worrisome for many. If our fi-
nances are already strained, how will we ever find 
enough to give back to God? Or, if we do try to give 
God our “first fruits,” will there be enough left over 
to cover our required expenses?

Taking the correct financial steps toward good 
stewardship simply boils down to trust – believing 
that God, who takes care of all of His creation, will 
take care of us. Trust that in giving to God first, we 
are both acknowledging that our multitude of bless-
ings come from Him, and that we are thankful He 
chose to give them to us. And finally, trust that if we 
give to Him first, that all else will fall into place – be-
cause He is in ultimate control.
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Finding the Right Place thRough Rcia

Meet Parishioner Wes Stettner 
About four years ago, St. Joseph Parishioner 

and Montevideo resident Wes Stettner made 
what many would consider a big step — he started 
attending Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
classes, or RCIA, at our Holy Family Area Catholic 
Community. 

“I’ve learned so much coming into the faith, it’s 
hard to put it into words,” Wes says. “I think we took 
about 23 classes total, starting in September and we 
attended every week. I was Confirmed and received 
my first Eucharist at the Easter Vigil Mass. I did my 
first Confession the week before that.” 

For Wes, going through the RCIA process in our 
parish community was a life-changing experience. 
While he was raised in the Lutheran faith in Han-
cock, Minn., his journey toward the Catholic Church 
began in the Fargo/Moorhead area, when he was in 
college. There, he started dating Jessica — now his 
wife — who was raised Catholic. While he was at-
tending North Dakota State and she was attending 
Concordia, the couple started attending Catholic 
Mass together at St. Anthony of Padua in Fargo. 

That’s where Wes started to become more curious 
about Catholicism, having never attended Catholic 
Mass before. 

“I don’t know what it was,” Wes says. “There 
was something more at Catholic Mass than at other 
churches. It felt right.” 

A few years after marriage and moving to  

Montevideo, Wes decided to enroll in RCIA, with Jes-
sica joining him for many classes. Wes chose Jessica’s 
grandpa, Ron Ascheman, as his Confirmation spon-
sor at the Easter Vigil. 

“I really looked up to him,” Wes says. “He’s just a 
lifelong Catholic that is very joyful.” 

Wes enjoyed learning about all the different areas 
of the Catholic Faith through RCIA. 

“One of the books I read during RCIA was Redis-
cover Catholicism [by Matthew Kelly], and there was 
a lot in there that just stood out to me, like learning 
about all the Catholic Church has done from hospitals 

continued on back cover

Levi, Wes, Brynn and Jessica Stettner celebrate Brynn’s Baptism with Fr. Paul. 
Wes entered the Catholic Church through RCIA classes several years ago. 

“When I first started attending 
Catholic Mass, I really enjoyed it. 

It’s still my favorite part about being 
Catholic, the Mass.” — WES STETTNER
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maSS timeS:
Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Tuesday
10:30 a.m. — Luther Haven, Montevideo
Wednesday
9:30 a.m. — Clara City Care Center, Clara City
Thursday
Noon — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Friday
10 a.m. — Granite Falls Manor, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 7 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday
 8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday
11:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Saturday
9-10 a.m. —  St. Joseph, Montevideo 
4:15 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls

Meet Parishioner Wes Stettner 
continued from page 7 

All are welcome to explore the Catholic faith 
more deeply through RCIA classes. 

To learn more or enroll, please contact 
Christina Wangen by phone at 507-920-0122 

or sacoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org. 

to schools, and just all the treasures of the Catholic Church,” 
Wes says. 

Wes learned so much through RCIA that he felt called to 
teach local ninth-graders about the faith by serving as a cat-
echist. He has been teaching for the past few years. 

Wes also knew it was important to have his whole family 
be able to attend church together one day. Since his Confirma-
tion, Wes and Jessica have become parents to a son and daugh-
ter — Levi, 3, and Brynn, 5 months. 

“I wanted us to all be one faith,” Wes says. 
Wes has enjoyed taking this faith journey with God and 

following what He has planned. 
“When I first started attending Catholic Mass, I really en-

joyed it,” Wes says. “It’s still my favorite part about being 
Catholic, the Mass.”

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org
mailto:sacoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org



