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St. Joseph Children’s Christmas Program
Bringing the Christmas Story to Life: Dec. 18 at 7 p.m.

As busy adults, it can be all too easy for 
us to forget the Christmas story and 

the beauty and joy within it. But when we 
can experience Christmas through the eyes 
of a child, we remember the true joy that is 
brought to us through the Christmas story. 

Each year, the kindergarten through 
fifth grade Faith Formation students at  
St. Joseph’s perform a program that tells the 
Christmas story — sometimes with some 
twists and turns. Ann Voller, who coordinates 
Faith Formation and the program, chooses 
a different theme each year to keep it fun 
for the kids. This year’s theme is “Just a 
Little Christmas.” The story will be a semi-
traditional take on the true Christmas story 
with some humor, fun and music. 

“It’s always good to see the Scriptures 
come to life,” Ann says. “It’s so awesome to 
see the kids acting out Scripture, versus just 
hearing it. We all need that visual.”

Some years, the story is told through 
different eyes, like the shepherds or the 
animals at the Nativity scene. 

“It’s really good for us all as Catholic 
Christians to be able to see all the perceptions of 
the story, so we can relate,” Ann says. “It’s a good 
refresher on why Christmas is so important.” 

Christmas hymns are also an important 
part of the program. And, as Ann points 
out, parishioners are always welcome to 
sing along!

The multi-generational aspect of the 
program is also important at St. Joseph’s. 

“This is a beautiful tradition to carry on,” 
Ann says. “These students will grow up and 
become parents. Their kids will hopefully 
participate in the program.” 

The students themselves work hard 
to make the Christmas story come to life 
for those who attend, building important 
memories — memories rooted in faith — for 
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The students themselves work hard to make the Christmas story 
come to life for those who attend, building important memories — 
memories rooted in faith — for their families and all who attend.
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Stewardship
Living in Love

“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in 
God and God in him” (1 Jn 4:16). As Christ’s 

disciples, we are called to live lives of love. When 
asked which commandment is the most important, 
Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your might.” He 
immediately followed this command with, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself. No commandment is greater than 
these” (Mk 12:29-31).

The life of a Christian is, essentially, all about love! 
This doesn’t mean that Christ preached an abstract 
Gospel, or that we need to love simply because “it feels 
good.” The reality is quite the opposite. Indeed, Christ’s 
Gospel of love is one of dramatic action, and living in 
that love calls each of us to action.

What is this love, then, of which Christ speaks? How 
are we to live it out today?

Christ, the God who, as John tells us, “is love” Him-
self, came to Earth out of pure love for us. So that we 
might have everlasting life, Christ took the punishment 
for our sins. He, the Lord of all creation, was mocked, 
scourged and ultimately murdered on the cross to atone 
for the sins that we, His creatures, have committed. Now, 
that’s love! And it is the love that we are called to imitate 
throughout our lives. 

Notice the selfless nature of Jesus’ act. He gained 
nothing in return for what He did, and He calls us 
to love in the same manner. How do we do that here 
and now? Do we die on our own personal crosses? 
The answer, in a way, is “yes.” We don’t necessarily 
die on the wood of the literal cross as Christ did, but 

we must die to self for the sake of others. That is the 
love of Christ, and that is the love He calls us to every 
day. If we want to truly love God, we must love oth-
ers. God Himself showed us the reality of this need 
when he commanded that we love our neighbor just 
as we love Him. And then Christ explained, “What-
ever you do to the least of those, you do to me.” If we 
are called to love God, then we are called to love our 
neighbor, for Christ resides in each one of us. It must 
be a love like Christ has shown us – one of selfless-
ness. We should want for nothing more than the good 
of our neighbor. 

There are many ways that we can show our love to 
others, particularly through prayer and service. Here in 
the Holy Family Area, there are many ministries that of-
fer us the opportunity to serve our neighbors. If we offer 
a little bit of time, we can help out in the Area Office do-
ing seemingly menial yet important tasks, such as stuff-
ing inserts into the bulletins so that fellow parishioners 
are aware of news and events within the parish. Those of 
us with an aptitude for teaching may be called to serve 
others through RCIA or our Faith Formation program. 
There is also always a need for more lectors and extraor-
dinary ministers of Holy Communion to aid the priest in 
bringing Christ to other parishioners at Mass. 

These are but a few of the countless opportunities we 
have to serve our parish and local community. However 
we are called to do so, one thing is for certain: the love 
of Christ calls us to action. How will we show our love 
for God this year? Remember, “Whatever you do for the 
least of those, you do for me.” 

There are many ways that we can show our love to others, particularly through prayer and service. 
Here at our parish, there are many ministries that offer us the opportunity to serve our neighbors. 



A Letter From Our Pastor
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

Christmas is America’s favorite holiday. 
Consider for a moment the amount of 

effort we put into the holiday — decorating 
our homes with ornate light displays, buying 
boxes upon boxes of presents, addressing 
Christmas cards and attending seasonal 
get-togethers. When taken all together, it 
staggers the imagination. Whatever might 
happen to be next on the list of “favorite 
holidays” — Valentine’s Day, Halloween or 
Thanksgiving — it can’t hold a candle to our 
investment in Christmas.

Don’t get me wrong — I love Christmas, 
too. But I’m afraid that many of us somehow miss the 
main reason for our Christmas celebrations.

I’ve sometimes heard people say things like, “Get-
ting everything ready for Christmas becomes so hectic, I 
don’t want to do it every year. But, you know, Christmas 
is really for the children.” And occasionally, I’ve heard 
or read in a letter to the editor that Christmas is about 
the hope that a newborn baby brings to the world. Even 
in the early winter, when the days are short, we can cel-
ebrate babyhood, a new human life.  

Both those sentiments are wrong because they’re too 
limited. Of course, it’s true that many of our Christmas 
customs are for the children — we might not get to hang 
our stockings to be filled by Santa Claus otherwise. And 
it’s true that the birth of a baby, any baby, brings joy and 
hope to all those around. Yes, many of our Christmas cel-
ebrations are centered on the children, and the birth of a 
child offers a promise for the future.

At Christmas, we celebrate not just any 
baby, but a particular baby. We celebrate His 
birth not because it’s cute to see a baby in a 
manger filled with hay and surrounded by 
farm animals — instead, we celebrate this 
birth because of Who this baby is and what 
He did as an adult, for all of us.

A human baby is certainly a wonderful 
creation, made in the image of God. But Jesus 
is more than that, not less, for He is God the 
Son who took on human nature in order to re-
deem us from the results of the sin into which 
we had fallen. He didn’t stay a baby. He grew 

up and taught and preached and healed. Finally, He was 
put to death “for our sake” as the Creed affirms and rose 
from the dead. That’s why we celebrate His birth more 
than 2,000 years later. That’s why normal routines are 
suspended for a few joyful days each year.

In response to the gift the Father gave us with the birth 
of His Son, we joyfully exchange gifts with each other, share 
with the poor, and offer our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to the Church. God gives to us — and as stewards, we must 
do our best to faithfully use those gifts.

A joyful and blessed Christmas to all of you!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor

A Steward’s Response to 
the Ultimate Christmas Gift
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Youth Masses and Fellowship Draw 
Our Parish Families into Community

It is no great secret that the young 
families of today have a seemingly 

endless stream of demands on 
their time and energy. Between 
their children’s studies, sports and 
extracurricular activities, parents 
often feel like they need an extra 
hour or two in the day just to fit it all 
in. Where, then, does the faith life 
of a family come into the picture? 
Recognizing that families are often 
pulled in many directions, our 
faith communities at St. Clara and  
St. Andrew have created a new 
ministry aimed at helping families 
bring their faith life back into focus.

This project began last year, when 
Christina Wangen, Faith Formation 
Coordinator at St. Clara and St. 
Andrew, and Margie De Grote, 
Music Director at St. Clara, put their 
heads together and came up with the 
idea of a Youth Mass. At the Youth 
Mass, children in the parish Faith 
Formation classes take an active role 
in the liturgy. Afterward, they and 
their families, along with all other 
parishioners, are invited to gather 
after the Mass for a meal and a family 
activity. 

These Youth Masses and 
activities are typically centered 
on a special liturgical season, with 
the inaugural Youth Mass taking 
place last year during Advent. 

This year, Masses and fellowship 
opportunities are planned at  
St. Clara to correspond with All 
Saints’ Day in November, the 
Feast of the Epiphany in January,  
St. Andrew’s Youth Mass on Nov. 
16, and Divine Mercy Sunday in 
April. 

By inviting families to come 
to the Mass and stay for the 
fellowship that follows, Christina 
hopes to encourage them to make 

the Catholic faith a dynamic part of 
their home life.

“The idea is to build that domestic 
church,” she says. “I feel like praying 
and learning about Church history or 
Church traditions is not something 
they necessarily always do at home. 
So it’s really important to help those 
families by providing opportunities 
to come together as a family and as a 
parish family.”

Christina and Margie are both 

Families enjoyed a time of fellowship and Advent-related activities after the Youth Mass last December.

“I think it opens doors to people being more accountable for each other. So they may realize that a particular family hasn’t 
been here for a while, and maybe reach out to them and let them know they’re missed. I’m hoping it builds that sense of 

coming together and knowing that this whole community is one.” — Christina Wangen, Faith Formation Coordinator
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Youth Masses and Fellowship Draw 
Our Parish Families into Community

passionate about getting children involved in the 
Mass and giving them active roles in the parish. After 
last year’s Youth Mass, they were pleased to hear how 
much the parishioners enjoyed watching the children 
participate in the Mass as greeters, gift bearers, choir 
members, and more.

By incorporating a family activity that centers on a 
Church tradition at the post-Mass gathering, Christina 
hopes to extend the faith formation of the children 
beyond their usual class meeting times.

“It’s not that they only need to be learning in the 
classroom,” she says. “We only get them for so many 
hours, and it’s not enough time to teach them everything. 
They also need to be learning at home, so we equip 
the parents with a simple activity to do together. For 
example, last year, we sent them home with an Advent 
calendar with a prayer or activity the family could do 
each day.”

In addition to encouraging the children to participate 
more fully in the Mass and learn more about the Catholic 
faith, the Youth Mass and fellowship time is also geared 
toward bringing our parish family closer together.

“I think it opens doors to people being more accountable 
for each other,” Christina says. “So they may realize that a 
particular family hasn’t been here for a while, and maybe 
reach out to them and let them know they’re missed. I’m 
hoping it builds that sense of coming together and knowing 
that this whole community is one.”

With each Youth Mass and gathering, the children 
will come to see themselves more and more as essential 
members of our parish family. And as Christina points 
out, nothing could be truer.

“The youth are the future of the Church, and if we 
don’t teach them now that they’re important to the 
Church and we need them, when will they learn that?” 
she asks.

their families and all who attend.
“At graduation, students often remark about their 

great memories from the Christmas program,” says Ann. 
The Faith Formation students gather before the 

program to enjoy pizza together with our older youth 
group students. This is yet another important part of the 
program; fellowship for the younger and older students. 

In turn, cookies, refreshments and time for fellowship 
follow the program. 

“This is a great time to be able to talk with your 
favorite actor or actress and interact with the kids,” Ann 
says. “Join us to honor how God gave us a Savior.”

St. Joseph Children’s Christmas Program   continued from front cover

Don’t miss this year’s Christmas program at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 18, at St. Joseph’s. 

Each year, the kindergarten through fifth grade Faith Formation students
 at St. Joseph’s perform a program that tells the Christmas story.
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Mass Reverence and Etiquette
For many of us, when we are invited to a wedding, 

one of our first considerations is “what am I going 
to wear?” We wouldn’t think of showing up at a formal 
event in our workout clothes. How many of us search for 
just the right outfit to wear to our annual office party or 
on a date? Compare that to how much thought we put 
into what we wear to Mass on Sunday.

How we dress for an occasion indicates the 
importance that we place upon that particular 
celebration. At Mass, we encounter God through the 
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
Dressing appropriately for Mass is one way that we 
show respect both for God and for our faith family. And 
this respect is important at all Masses – no matter what 
time of day or night. 

Think about what you are teaching your children 
when you all wear your “Sunday clothes” to Mass. You 

are reminding them that Mass is a special celebration. 
After all, we are going to Jesus’ house. 

Some people may quickly point out that Mass 
shouldn’t be a fashion show – a place to show off your 
finery – and they are right! We also know that some 
parishioners come to Mass on their way home from 
work, and they certainly should not feel embarrassed 
about arriving at Mass in their work clothes. And no one 
should ever stay away from Mass because of simplicity 
of clothing. 

But one rule should apply in all instances – our attire 
at Mass should always be modest. Our clothing should 
never distract others from what we are gathered together 
to celebrate – the life, death and resurrection of our Lord. 

The celebration of Mass is always a holy occasion 
and thus should be treated in the most holy manner – in 
body, mind and spirit.

How we dress for an occasion indicates the importance that we place upon that 
particular celebration. At Mass, we encounter God through the Liturgy of the 

Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Dressing appropriately for Mass is 
one way that we show respect both for God and for our faith family. And this 

respect is important at all Masses – no matter what time of day or night. 
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 Meet Our Ushers
Organizing and Serving Behind the Scenes

They’re often the first faces you see when you walk 
in the church doors on a Sunday. Their smiles and 

assistance give you a feeling of warmth and welcome, as 
you enter St. Andrew in Granite Falls, to gather with your 
brothers and sisters, for Mass. Although their presence 
isn’t often front and center, their service is an important 
one, of humble hospitality. Seeking to welcome every 
person they encounter as if it were Christ Himself, they 
are our ushers. 

Each and every week, they work diligently to create 
an environment that invites both faithful parishioners, 
as well as visitors, to participate in our celebration of the 
liturgy. From greeting people and guiding them to their 
seats, to facilitating the collection, passing out bulletins 
and ensuring that the pews are orderly after the liturgy, 
our ushers are busy from before Mass begins, until after 
it ends. 

Parishioner Joe Fagnano has been serving as an ush-
er for over two decades, and initially became involved 
because he noticed a need. Although he was born and 
raised in a family that wasn’t very involved in the church, 
Joe became active in serving at Mass while in military 
and hasn’t stopped since. 

“I would sometimes go to daily Mass [while in the 
service], which wasn’t well attended because it was at 
six in the morning, and I would help out then,” Joe says. 
“[At St. Andrew], I became a sacristan first. I would get 
everything set up and then would go to the back of the 
church to make sure the gifts were going to be brought 
up, and I noticed that some ushers weren’t showing up, 
so I would jump in and then it just turned into a weekly 
thing.”

One of the primary responsibilities of ushers is help-
ing to ensure that everything is in place so that there 
aren’t any disruptions or distractions to people praying 
during Mass. 

“Father really needs ushers,” Joe says. “If we didn’t 
have ushers, Father would have to stop the Mass to ask 
people to take up the collection or other things.

“I love being part of the Mass and making sure that 
the Mass runs smoothly,” he adds.  

In addition to being able to serve and assist in help-
ing the liturgy run smoothly, Joe is grateful for the op-
portunity to see and get to know his fellow parishioners. 
As one of the roles of an usher is also doing the weekly 
count of parishioners at Mass, Joe has enjoyed getting to 
see an increase in attendance in recent years, especially 
among young families. 

“I see more people coming in early to pray before 
Mass and I see more people bringing their children late-
ly,” he says. “It’s really nice to see.” 

Joe encourages his fellow parishioners to consider 
serving the parish as an usher. He has found that his ap-
preciation of the liturgy, as well as his feeling of connec-
tion to the parish has deepened through his gift of time 
and talent. 

“I watch for things to happen now,” Joe says. “You 
pay more attention to the Mass as an usher; you know 
when things are happening. 

“When you sit back in the pew, it’s a good feeling,” 
he adds. “It’s a feeling of satisfaction that you’ve helped 
out at Mass.”

If you would like more information, or to become involved in serving 
as an usher at St. Andrew, please contact Joe Fagnano at 320-564-3929. 

The ushers at St. Andrew work to create a 
welcoming environment for all to pray at Mass.
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maSS timeS:
Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Tuesday
10:30 a.m. — Luther Haven, Montevideo
Wednesday
9:30 a.m. — Clara City Care Center, Clara City
Thursday
Noon — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Friday
10 a.m. — Granite Falls Manor, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 7 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday
8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday
11:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Saturday
9 a.m. - 10 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
4:15 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls

Communal Penance Services:
3 p.m. on Sunday, December 15 at St. Joseph’s, Montevideo

6:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 15 in Murdock
3 p.m. on Sunday December 22 in Cottonwood 

Christmas Eve Masses:
4 p.m. at St. Joseph’s, Montevideo

4 p.m. at St. Andrew, Granite Falls
7 p.m. at St. Clara, Clara City

9 p.m. at St. Joseph’s, Montevideo (Spanish)

Christmas Day Mass
9:30 a.m. at St. Joseph, Montevideo

Advent & Christmas Schedule

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org



