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Whether our St. Andrew youngsters 
are in kindergarten or 11th grade, 

Faith Formation Coordinator Christina 
Wangen has a goal for all as they progress 
through their classes.

“I want them to realize that faith is not 
just a one-hour a week thing,” Christina says. 
“Faith is something you should always have, 
no matter what you are doing or where you 
are. Whenever I talk with the kids, I tell them 
it’s a part of everyday life, not just the time 
you are here.”

All the classes meet from 6:45 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on Wednesdays at the St. Andrew 
Parish Center, with the exception being the 
10th-grade students, who were meeting at 
St. Joseph in Montevideo for Confirmation 
preparation. Most of the catechists are parents 
of the students.

A particular goal for the program is to 
build community in the parish with the 
children and their families, and one step was 
a Youth Mass held on April 7.

“We wanted to make it so the kids felt 
they were a part of the community and the 
parish,” Christina says. 

The program held a meal after the Mass, 
similar to the event held in December. 

During the December event, there were 
mostly Faith Formation program families 
taking part, but the April event was opened 
to the whole parish. During Lent, there were 
meals served before the classes, followed by 
Stations of the Cross. 

“We are striving to build community,” 
Christina says.

The Faith Formation lessons begin for 
children in kindergarten and first grade with 
the Promise curriculum that is based on each 
upcoming Sunday’s Gospel.

In second grade, the children are 
preparing for First Communion and 
Reconciliation.

“We talk about what the Scriptures tells 
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Hospitality: The Cornerstone of Stewardship

The dictionary defines “hospitality” as “the quality 
or disposition of receiving and treating guests and 

strangers in a warm, friendly, generous way.” 
A Christian worldview can refer to hospitality as 

“Christian kindness.”
We see the effects of hospitality – or the lack thereof – 

time and time again throughout the Bible. Christ speaks of 
hospitality in Matthew’s Gospel when He says, “When I 
was a stranger, you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35). The 
Old Testament told of the Israelites, as they wandered 
the desert for 40 years in search of hospitable environs. 
Even the Holy Family spent ample time searching for 
shelter before the birth of Our Lord. 

It is safe to say that hospitality is, and most likely has 
always been, of great importance to people everywhere. 
Modern hotels and hostels often use the image of a 
pineapple to advertise their special brand of hospitality. 
There is no doubt that in ancient times, the distant lights 
of an inn or tavern struck a chord of hope within weary 
travelers’ hearts. 

Indeed, hospitality’s meaning has not diminished at 
all over the years, decades and millennia.

Christians view the presence of hospitality as 
meaning the difference between calling others “guests” 
and “strangers.” Guests are welcomed with open arms 
and warm smiles, but strangers aren’t. Guests feel the 
genuine love present in a hearty welcome, but strangers 

don’t. Guests often return for second or third visits, 
while strangers don’t.

As a parish, do we find ourselves surrounded by 
guests, or burdened by strangers? 

Hospitality is, in many respects, a mindset. The same 
person may be treated as guest at the church just down 
the road, but as a stranger here. 

Matthew’s Gospel tells of Christ as He reveals 
a profound truth about hospitality: “When I was a 
stranger, you welcomed me.” That is, “I used to be a 
stranger, but you fixed that when you welcomed me.” 
It’s a classic example of before-and-after. All it took was 
a change of heart. 

Stewardship holds hospitality as an immensely 
important concept. Remember the “three Ts” of 
stewardship – Time, Talent, and Treasure? Well, there 
are also “four Ps,” the Four Pillars of Stewardship – 
Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and Service. Hospitality 
is mentioned first. Why? If not for hospitality, none of 
the other pillars will ever take hold. Hospitality is the 
cornerstone of stewardship, because it opens the door to 
a person’s heart and allows them to receive joy, grace, 
and love. 

Hospitality must become second nature, if 
stewardship is to truly take hold within a parish. So, 
when a stranger visits our parish, welcome them as a 
guest. Perhaps one day, they’ll pay us a second visit.

Matthew’s Gospel tells of Christ as He reveals a profound truth about 
hospitality: “When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.” That is, “I 

used to be a stranger, but you fixed that when you welcomed me.” It’s a 
classic example of before-and-after. All it took was a change of heart.
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

We’re all familiar with the song “America 
the Beautiful.” Many of us share the 

feelings that inspired Katharine Lee Bates 
when she composed it as a poem. 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!  
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 

 
Katharine Bates drew her inspiration from her ex-

periences during the summer of 1893. An English pro-
fessor at Wellesley College in Massachusetts, she went 
to teach summer school at Colorado College, necessi-
tating a journey across the country. The trip’s highlight 
came when she reached the pinnacle of Pikes Peak and 
could gaze upon range after range of the Rocky Moun-
tains on one side and the expanse of the Great Plains on 
the other. 

Moved by the vistas around her and the varied fea-
tures of America she had seen, an idea for a poem and 
some of its words formed in her mind atop the moun-
tain. That night, back in her hotel room, she completed 
the poem. 

I think the reason for the popularity of “America the 
Beautiful” is that it combines several themes into one 
coherent whole. The beauty and immensity of Amer-
ica’s natural creation, the rich abundance of our har-

vests, and the recognition of God’s gener-
osity are woven together. The final product 
forms a hymn of thanksgiving for our land 
that goes beyond national pride to prayer, 
for God is the spiritual source for all the 
goodness we have.

I think it’s a suitable theme for July, the 
month we celebrate Independence Day, our 
national holiday. Thankfulness, after all, is 
the basis of stewardship, the recognition 
that we’ve been given all we have. We’re 
then responsible to the Giver for the use we 
make of His gifts.   

The gifts we celebrate are manifold. Some are of a 
spiritual nature — our salvation by Christ and the sacra-
ments, for example. Others are in the natural order, such 
as the beauties of creation and abundant harvests. Still 
others relate to social relationships, like families, friends 
and national life. Whatever the class of these gifts, God is 
their ultimate source, and they are blessings.

Let us then receive these gifts — the time, talent, 
and treasure entrusted to us — with thanksgiving. Let 
us offer praise to the Father of mercies for them, and let 
us use them in His service. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor

Remembering America 
is a Gift from God
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“Focus Your Marriage on Christ” through Holy Family Area Marriage Preparation

Justin and Tiffany Tammen have known each other for 
most of their lives — ever since they were small kids, 

their fathers worked together in an agriculture and fertilizer 
business. 

They began dating when Tiffany was in nursing school 
at South Dakota State University in Brookings, S.D. Five 
years later, Justin took Tiffany to Stillwater, Minn., and 
while enjoying a view of the downtown bedecked with 
Christmas lights, Justin proposed. 

“He pulled out the most beautiful ring and got down 
on one knee and asked me to spend the rest of my life with 
him,” Tiffany says. “Of course, I said ‘yes!’”

Their attendance at Mass had been irregular until Justin 
and Tiffany met with Fr. Paul Timmerman to being mar-
riage preparation. After that first meeting, they made a goal 
of going to Mass every Sunday during Lent. 

“We started a habit of making it to Mass as often as pos-
sible,” Justin says. “It’s really important to do this together. 
We are happy to have started before we expand our family 
and raise our children to go to church and pray together.”

Throughout their engagement year, Fr. Paul met with 
Justin and Tiffany regularly to prepare them for the Sacra-
ment of Marriage. In their first few meetings, they got to 
know Fr. Paul better while he learned more about them. 

“He encouraged us to learn to pray together,” Tif-
fany says. “I would say the most valuable thing we 
learned is that it is important to pray together, but also 
to pray for each other.”

The first thing Justin and Tiffany did in marriage prep-
aration was complete an initial online test or relationship 
inventory separately. They were each given a workbook 
divided into different sections such as recreation, commu-
nication, finances, parenting and conflict resolution. Before 
each meeting, they would read a section and answer some 
questions. 

“Fr. Paul would compare our answers, and through 
discussion, we found things that we do differently and 
things that we agree on,” Justin says. “It was helpful to 
understand that it is okay to have differences, but it’s im-
portant to be aware of these differences in order to have a 
successful marriage.” 

In the meetings with Fr. Paul, they both appreciated the 
open environment to share their feelings, laugh and com-
municate about expectations and plans for their marriage. 

“We were always so excited about our relationship 
when we left the meetings because we were getting this 
marriage counseling to ‘divorce proof’ our marriage before 
it even started!” Tiffany says. 

As part of marriage preparation, Justin and Tiffany also 
attended a marriage retreat together in Fargo, N.D.

“It was an excellent program, and it was nice to pray 
and learn together with other couples,” Justin says. “The 
other couples were also preparing for marriage, so it was a 
great experience to see where others were at in the process.”

Justin and Tiffany were married on Dec. 1, 2018, at St. 
Joseph in Montevideo. Though they haven’t encountered 

“Through discussion, we found things 
that we do differently and things that we 

agree on. It was helpful to understand 
that it is okay to have differences, but 

it’s important to be aware of these 
differences in order to have a successful 

marriage.” — Justin Tammen

An engagement photo of Justin and Tiffany Tammen 
(photo: Alisha Schindler Photography).
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“Focus Your Marriage on Christ” through Holy Family Area Marriage Preparation
large challenges in their marriage yet, they know that Fr. 
Paul is always available if they need support. 

“We feel we can step back in most situations that 
we have faced in our marriage and look to our mar-
riage preparation for guidance,” Tiffany says. “By fo-
cusing our marriage on Christ, we know that together 
we are stronger and ready to take on anything life has 
in store for us.”

Even if you are already married, all couples of Holy 
Family Area are welcome to reach out to Fr. Paul to par-
ticipate in marriage preparation. 

“Even if you don’t think you have relationship 
problems, it’s basically free marriage counseling!” Tif-
fany says. “You can always grow closer to your spouse 
through communication.”

us about forgiveness during the first part of the year,” 
Christina says. “The second part of the year covers the 
Eucharist.”

From Grades 3-6, the students use the curriculum 
Alive in Christ. The children make deeper studies of each 
of the sacraments, as well as discuss the saints.

Seventh through ninth-grade students discuss 
and study the Mass, as well as the Bible, focusing on 
the salvation story, Echo. They also begin work on the 
curriculum in Theology of the Body.

Once the 10th-grade students have completed their 
year studying the program Theology of the Body, they fully 
concentrate on preparing for Confirmation in 11th grade.

St. Andrew Faith Formation Program 
Building Community   continued from front cover

If you would like more information about the Faith Formation 
program at St. Andrew, please call the parish office at 320-564-2335.

“I want them to realize that faith is not 
just a one-hour a week thing. Faith is 

something you should always have, no 
matter what you are doing or where you 
are. Whenever I talk with the kids, I tell 
them it’s a part of everyday life, not just 

the time you are here.”
— Christina Wangen, Faith Formation DireCtor

To learn more about the marriage preparation process in our Holy 
Family Area, please call our Area Office at 320-269-5954.

Justin and Tiffany Tammen were married at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church (photo: Alisha Schindler Photography).



6

“Transformed by the Sacred Liturgy”
The Celebration of the Paschal Mystery  

In a limited way, the liturgy can be compared to a story 
or a film – upon a first reading or viewing, we might 

understand the basic outline of the narrative, yet through 
every subsequent encounter, the story further unfolds 
before us, becoming richer and more complex.

Often, inquisitive children teach us about how to 
understand a story or the Mass. As a child inquires 
about the priest’s green vestments, the foregrounded 
wreath or the presence of palm branches, we might 
pause to recall the symbolism undergirding the rich 
rituals of the liturgy. 

There is a sense of the sacred in the liturgy, but its 
rituals and ceremonies can appear as empty pantomimes 
when divorced from their meaning. Far from empty 
signs, the liturgy is the celebration of the Paschal mys-
tery, of Christ’s passion, death, resurrection and glorifi-
cation by which He “accomplished the work of our sal-
vation” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1067). 

From the Greek leitourgia, meaning public service 
or worship, liturgy in the Christian tradition refers to 
the communal participation of the people in the work 
of God, and God is always present and at work in the 
liturgy, acting in and with the Church through the 
sacraments.

Annually, the Church’s liturgical year is structured 
around the Paschal mystery, which we observe every 
Sunday. We begin each year with a season of anticipat-
ing Christ’s birth, and following a celebration of Christ’s 
Incarnation, we gradually enter a period of preparation 
for the Easter Triduum, for His passion, death and Res-
urrection. The year closes with a period of ordinary time 
– a time to grow in our faith and in living out the Gospel.

Daily, the Liturgy of the Hours unifies the Church 
Militant in prayers said by the clergy and increasingly 
by the laity. As the liturgical calendar structures our 
year, the Liturgy of the Hours structures our day, of-
fering us an opportunity to consecrate each present 
moment to Christ. 

Ultimately, the liturgical life of the Church “revolves 
around the Eucharistic sacrifice and the sacraments” 
(CCC 1113), for we receive God’s grace to fortify us in 
our spiritual lives and as His disciples through the sacra-
ments, particularly the Holy Mass.

The Mass nurtures us spiritually, inviting us to re-
flect on the Paschal mystery and to lift our hearts to God 
as individuals and a community through spoken and 
sung prayer.

The Mass moves us corporeally, drawing us to sit as 
we listen to the Word, to stand as we unanimously pro-
fess our faith, and to kneel as the bread and wine become 
the Body and Blood of Christ.

The Mass inspires us apostolically, sending us out to 
proclaim the Gospel and to share Christ with our broth-
ers and sisters.  

Though the “source and center” of all prayer, the lit-
urgy and a sense of the sacred has, in some ways, become 
marginalized in the American Church. Once robust par-
ishes are seeking to rebuild, but they frequently over-
look the connection between the empty pews and the 
decentralization of the liturgy, which was underscored 
by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.

“I am convinced that the crisis in the Church that we 
are experiencing today is, to a large extent, due to the 
disintegration of the liturgy,” Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI wrote in his autobiography Milestones.  

Something in the simplicity of the child’s expe-
rience of the liturgy teaches us to return to what we 
might call the basics of the faith – meaning a love for 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the sacraments and the 
rituals of the Church. Only through the liturgy are we 
nurtured on our stewardship journey and inspired to 
proclaim the Gospel.

As Archbishop Alexander Sample from the Diocese 
of Portland, Ore., writes, “If we are transformed by the 
sacred liturgy, then we, as believers, can help transform 
the culture.”
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Prayer Partner Ministry a Simple and 
Powerful Way to Bless Our Youth

As a stewardship community, we 
must make prayer a major focus 

of living out our faith — after all, it 
is one of the Four Pillars of Parish 
Stewardship. And when it comes to 
forming our youth as disciples in the 
Catholic faith, offering our prayers 
will make a major impact.

“We just need to believe that 
prayer will change things in these 
students’ lives,” says Faith Forma-
tion and Youth Ministry Coordina-
tor Ann Voller. “Jesus will take the 
wheel if we trust in Him.” 

A revamp to the Mentor pro-
gram, which was previously part of 
the Confirmation program for Area 
youth, the Prayer Partner Ministry is 
gaining ground at our parishes.

“We just determined more 
than anything, our students need 
prayers,” Ann says. 

In the Prayer Partner Minis-
try, parishioners may commit to 
pray each day for a student in the 
Confirmation program. This could 
be a Rosary, novena, intercessory 
prayer or just a quick Hail Mary. 
Any parishioner who is living the 
Catholic faith and committed to 
prayer can participate. 

“This started as part of the  

Confirmation program, but now we 
have all of our Faith Formation stu-
dents being prayed for, too,” Ann says. 

Confirmation students are 
prayed for individually by a prayer 
partner and the younger classes 
have someone praying for their class 
as a whole. 

The prayer partner and student 

don’t have any personal contact. 
The prayer partner simply receives 
a little information on the student 
they will be praying for, including 
hobbies, sports they play and a little 
about their faith life. 

The beauty of this ministry is 
that anyone can participate.

“We even have winter snowbirds 

Holy Family Area confirmands on March 30, 2019. Each confirmand 
is prayed for through the Prayer Partner Ministry.

continued on back cover

Those with a strong prayer life who are living the Catholic faith are needed as prayer 
partners. For more information on becoming a prayer partner contact, please reach 
out to Ann Voller via email at sjocoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org for St. Joseph in 
Montevideo, or Christina Wangen via email at sacoordinator@homyfamilyarea.org 

for St. Andrew in Granite Falls and St. Clara in Clara City.

mailto:sjocoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org
mailto:sacoordinator@homyfamilyarea.org


holy Family area 
CatholiC Community
512 Black Oak Ave.
Montevideo, MN 56265

www.holyfamilyarea.org

maSS timeS:
Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. —St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5:30 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
 7 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday: 8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday: 11:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Saturday: 4:45 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo

adoration timeS:
Tuesday, July 2
2-5 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
Sunday, July 7
2-4 p.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday, July 11
8 a.m.-12 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Sunday, July 14 
2-4 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
Sunday, July 21 
3-11:59 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Monday, July 22 
12 a.m.-3 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo

Prayer Partner Ministry  
continued from page 7

who participate, because they can do this from where they are,” 
she says. “It really spreads faith across locations and generations.” 

A few times a year, the prayer partner is invited to write a 
letter to the student for whom they are praying. In the younger 
grades, Ann hopes to eventually arrange for the prayer partners 
to visit the faith formation classes a few times a year to introduce 
themselves to the students. 

“It’s really putting our words where our actions are and 
committing to pray for the student each day,” Ann says. 

For Ann, asking parishioners to participate in this ministry is 
the core of what it means to be Catholic. It’s also a way to bless 
Area youth and have a positive effect on our Holy Family Area 
Catholic Community. 

“I am confident we will see fruits of this prayer in the students,” 
she says. “We will have more going to reconciliation and turning 
toward their parents and teachers for advice.”

If you have a strong prayer life and want to take the time to 
positively impact youth in our community, Ann encourages you to 
volunteer for what she calls a “simple yet powerful ministry.” The 
more prayer partners there are, the more this ministry can grow. 

“These students need our intercession,” she says. “We can let 
Jesus do the heavy lifting of making miracles happen.”

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org



