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All Are Welcome to Share in 
Fun, Food and Fellowship during the 

Fall Get-Together at St. Clara 
A crisp fall night. Food on the grill. Games 

for kids. And best of all, time with 
friends and family. 

What does it all mean? It’s almost time 
for the annual Fall Get-Together at St. Clara 
on Sept. 7!

Co-organizer Margie DeGrote believes 
that, in this busy day in age, events like the Fall 
Get-Together are more important than ever. 

“Relationship building, in general, is get-
ting more and more difficult to do in the fast-
paced times that we live in, and it’s some-

thing that people long for,” she says. “God 
made us for relationships, and I believe this 
event nurtures and cares for those relation-
ships by giving us the opportunity to stop 
and enjoy each other’s company.”

The fun on Saturday, Sept. 7, begins at 
4 p.m. with Mass and then food and activi-
ties at 5 p.m. Margie knows one important 
detail that parents appreciate in particular 
is that their kids can be entertained in a 
safe environment, leaving the adults time 
to catch up with family and friends. 

There will also be plenty 
of grilled food and sides, beer, 
live music, a country store, bake 
sale, raffle prizes and a sand pile 
and medallion hunt for the kids. 

“All of our kids’ activities 
are free of charge, making it a 
nice event for families,” Margie 
says.

All of this fun is in the name 
of fundraising for the church 
and outreach to the community. 

“The Fall Get-Together is 
an opportunity for us to gather 
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Food and drinks are available. Come socialize with friends and family at the Fall 
Get-Together on Sept. 7! 
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together, and build connections and relationships with 
each other,” Margie says. “The event has, at times, been 
a stepping stone for bringing people back to the Church 
after perhaps being away for several years.”

Most of all, Margie emphasizes the community as-
pect of the Fall Get-Together, recognizing the need to get 
to know our neighbors and fellow parishioners better. 

This being her fifth year of helping plan this event, 
what does Margie enjoy most?

“People having a good time and seeing parishioners 
again that may not make it to Mass regularly,” she says. 

And we all know, in Minnesota, we can’t miss a nice, 
crisp and beautiful fall evening. Come and enjoy the eve-
ning at the Fall Get-Together surrounded by music, food 
and friends!

A Time of Faith, Fun and Fellowship at the 
Steubenville Conference North

Ten of our students, along with three 
chaperones — including Fr. Paul — 

from the Holy Family Area parishes 
attended Steubenville Conference 
North in Rochester, Minn., from July 
12 to 14. The conference theme was 
“Belong,” and attendees enjoyed 
presentations given by speakers like 
Paul George, Jason Evert, Katie Hartfiel, 
Nic Frank and Fr. Joe Espaillat.

If you would like more informa-
tion about next year’s conference, or 
to sign up, please contact Ann Voller at 
sjocoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org or 
320-226-5205, or Christina Wangen at 
sacoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org or 
507-920-0122.

Children have an opportunity to enjoy time with other kids in a sand pile.

Are you interested in volunteering or donating? 
Volunteers are always needed, especially for set-
up, take-down and clean-up. Even just one hour 
of your time helps a lot! To donate, drop checks 
at the Area office or in the collection — please 

label them “St. Clara’s Fall Get-Together.” We’ll 
see you all on Saturday, Sept. 7!

All Are Welcome to Share in Fun, Food and Fellowship 
during the Fall Get-Together at St. Clara   continued from front cover
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

I know that many people are not on a 
school year calendar. But for many of us, 

September brings a livelier rhythm to our 
schedules. Life just seems to get busier after 
Labor Day. Therefore, this month seems to be 
a good time to think about our priorities and 
to pray for God’s guidance.

It has been said that the truly important 
is often pushed aside by the merely urgent. 
So, as you review your priorities, please make 
sure that you include what’s really important!

First of all, be sure to include time for 
God, as well as for job, family and recreation. 
Of prime importance, make sure that Mass on Sundays 
is a top priority — that’s the most important event of 
the week. In addition, reserve some time for personal 
Scripture study, as well as prayer with your family or 
a prayer group — then incorporate that into your daily 
and weekly routine. 

There are many forces pulling at us as we decide 
where to use our talents. For most of us, our jobs claim 
the lion’s share of our efforts and sometimes threaten to 
engulf our whole lives. We also have responsibilities to 
our families and legitimate calls for service to the com-
munity — that obviously includes the Church. We have 
lots of areas for service right here in our own parishes — 
Faith Formation, music, serving as an usher, or any one 

of the many ministries in which you may use 
your talents to grow closer to God.

Finally, we have to set priorities for using 
our money. As Christians, we are responsible 
to God for the use of the financial resources 
He has entrusted to us — no matter if it’s a lot 
or a little — and to make a return to God in 
thanksgiving. In this regard, Scripture gives 
us the tithe as a goal. Working toward a tithe 
may mean some changes in your priorities, 
but I can tell you from personal experience 
that those who have adopted this as their 
standard of giving experience a joy rooted in 

the spiritual growth that occurs as we continually live 
out the “three Ts” of stewardship — time, talent and 
treasure.

Priorities are certainly a part of life. As you review 
your own priorities, especially now that many regular 
routines are starting up again, ask yourself how you will 
use the time, talent and treasure entrusted to you by God.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor

Getting Our Priorities in Order
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There are few parish events here at Holy Family Area 
Catholic Community that embody the full spirit of 

stewardship better than St. Joseph’s annual Fall Festival. 
Whether it’s assisting in event preparations, selling 
tickets, working a booth, donating goods or simply 
coming out in support, every single of aspect of the 
Festival continues to be a true labor of love from our 

faith community, uniting us all in one common goal, 
says event chairperson Karen Kling.

“I just think it’s a good way for us all to come to-
gether and nurture the community and parish,” Karen 
says. “There is such a variety of ways that people can 
be involved. Whether you are selling tickets, donating 
baked goods, or just praying for good weather, there 

are all kind of different ways for us 
to participate and help make this 
event a success.”

Always scheduled the third Sun-
day of September, this year’s Fall 

Some of the many games and activities designed specifically for children.

the Best

Each year, the Fall Festival’s silent auction 
consists almost exclusively of items and services 

donated by parishioners.

A street view of the 2018 Fall Festival.
One of the delicious pork chop lunches sold at the 

Fall Festival.

Annual
Fall Festival Embodies
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Festival will occur on Sept. 15. It officially begins with 
the 10 a.m. Mass, transitioning afterward to a pork chop 
dinner inside the Social Hall adjacent to the church. The 
event also includes a wide variety of activities, games 
and items for purchase.

“Throughout the day we have a sweepstakes raffle 
and silent auction, a country market filled with all kinds 
of handmade goods and garden produce, a cake walk, 
and Bingo,” Karen says. “We also have our youth group 
do games for the children and then the Hispanic com-
munity at our church kind of culminates the kids’ activi-
ties with piñatas.”

During its 35 years of existence, the Fall Festival 
has generated anywhere from $14,000-$17,000 for St. 
Joseph’s, causing the fundraiser to become what Karen 
describes as a “line item” in the annual parish budget. At 
the same time, the Fall Festival goes a long way in fur-
thering the overall spirit of hospitality within our parish, 
even become an indirect form of evangelization.

“It’s just a great way to get everyone together, really 
fostering, I think, that spirit of hospitality — a way for us 
to come together as neighbors, to show hospitality and 
to welcome others, even from different denominations,” 
Karen says.

To make this possible year after year, however, truly 
requires everyone doing their part — and that is what 
continues to make the Fall Festival so unique. Countless 
parishioners contribute to the event each year from their 
talent, donating crocheted items, homemade jellies and 
delicious baked good, or portions of their produce. Oth-
ers choose to give through their time, spending hours 
planning, serving and cleaning up afterwards. Then, 
there are the many people who make financial contribu-
tions by coming out and purchasing raffle and meal tick-
ets or items from the auctions.

“It’s just a great way for us all to 
put our time, talents and treasure to 
good use,” Karen says. “Already we 
have many generous volunteers help-
ing make this event possible, but we’ll 
have well over 100 people needed to 
help serve for the actual day. It really 
does take a lot of volunteers to make 
this possible each year — people who 

sell tickets or greet our guests. And it’s fun to see people 
find their particular niche, the way that they feel most 
comfortable serving.”

We encourage parishioners to help make this year’s Fall Festival 
our best one yet by contributing in whatever ways they can. 

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available in the narthex of the 
church during the weeks leading up to the Festival. For more 
information about the Fall Festival and how to get involved, 

please refer to the parish bulletin, or contact Karen Kling directly 
at either 320-295-9062 or slkekling@gmail.com. 

of Community and Stewardship

Guests and volunteers at the cake walk.

The Festival pinatas, made possible by members of our Hispanic community, 
are always a great hit with younger attendees.

mailto:slkekling@gmail.com


6

STEWARDSHIP 
Hannah, the Good Steward

What should we do when our 
prayers are answered?

Is there anything left to do after 
we have sincerely thanked God for 
His favors? If God were a human 
peer, we would probably try to re-
ciprocate by granting Him a favor in 
return. But the truth is that God can-
not be made greater by anything that 

we do for Him. Instead, God receives 
our thanks and tells us to “go and do 
likewise.” That is, He tells us to share 
with others the good that He has be-
stowed on us. And in doing so, we 
are really sharing God Himself. That 
is the definition of stewardship!

The Old Testament Book of 
Samuel contains one of the most 

poignant examples of stewardship 
in the entire Bible. The first chapter 
teaches us of an unhappy, barren 
woman named Hannah. Desperate 
in her barrenness, Hannah prays 
that God will give her a son, vow-
ing that she will raise him to be a 
man of God.

Imagine Hannah’s elation when 
she was granted her prayer! When 
Samuel was born, her heart’s desire 
had come true! Imagine further the 
pang of motherly sorrow, as Hannah 
kept her promise to God by taking 
Samuel at a young age to be the ser-
vant of Eli, the high priest. The Book 
of Samuel tells us that once Samuel 
became Eli’s servant, Hannah saw 
her young son just once a year.

Indeed, Hannah knew that 
Samuel was truly a gift from God 
– an answered prayer. Hannah’s re-
sponse is that of the Good Steward 
– with an attitude of both gratitude 
and sacrifice, she gave up her son to 
honor God. One imagines that Han-
nah probably struggled with this 
sacrifice during those first years. 
She probably did not know what 
God had in store for her son. Yet, 
through her faithfulness, God used 
him as a gift to an entire nation. 
Samuel would, in time, become one 
of the greatest prophets of Jewish 
history.

Sometimes it is difficult to un-
derstand the sacrifices we make 
in the name of stewardship, while 
the results may just be impossible 
to miss! However, He asks that we 
continue to be faithful in either case. 
God has undoubtedly bestowed 
gifts on all of us – at whatever the 
cost, we are to “go and do likewise.”
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Discovering God ’s Profound Love 
at the Diocesan Girls’ Camp

For young people like ninth-
grader Marienau Huseby, the 

annual Diocesan Girls’ Camp has 
been a deeply inspiring event — 
one they will savor forever. 

“If I hadn’t gone to this camp 
for the last three years, I don’t 
think I would be where I am in 
my faith journey at all,” she says. 
“It was definitely life-changing. 
It has really helped me get to 
know my Catholic faith better 
and love Jesus more. I loved go-
ing to the camp!”

This year, the camp took place 
from July 20 to 24 at Schoenstatt 
on the Lake in Sleepy Eye, and 
was offered to girls in seventh 
through 12th grades. The camp 
included many beautiful, en-
riching spiritual activities, such 
as daily Mass, Eucharistic Ado-
ration, talks and dance parties. It 
was led by religious sisters and 
a number of entertaining coun-
selors. 

“I really enjoyed the camp 
so much, especially the time 
set aside for adoration, because 
the Sisters played music dur-
ing it,” Marienau says. “It really 
brought me to love this mean-
ingful devotion. I also enjoyed 
listening to the counselors speak 
on different faith topics which 
helped you realize that you are a 
beloved daughter of Christ.”

Ever since the girls’ camp 
came into Marienau’s life, others 
have noticed a wonderful difference in her spiritual life.

“She has really enjoyed going to the camp,” says her 
mother, Heidi. “When she returns home from it each 
year, she likes to continue doing the Catholic practices 

she learned there, such as saying prayers throughout the 
day. She has become much more spiritual and indepen-
dent since she started attending the camp. I am really 
proud of her!” continued on back cover
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maSS timeS aFter labor day:

Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Tuesday
10:30 a.m. — Luther Haven, Montevideo
Wednesday
9:30 a.m. — Clara City Care Center, Clara City
Thursday
Noon — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Friday
10 a.m. — Granite Falls Manor, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 7 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday
8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday
11:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Saturday
4:15 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls

Discovering God’s Profound 
Love at the Diocesan Girls’ Camp  
continued from page 7

Further, Heidi has also noticed how her camp experience has 
helped Marienau learn to relate well with others, and base her re-
lationships on Christ’s love. 

“She tells me a lot 
about the great friends 
she has met at camp,” 
Heidi says. “Going to 
the camp has allowed 
her to make connections 
with people who live 
outside of Montevideo, 
which has been great 
for her. Overall, her time 
at camp has helped her 
grow socially in such a 
positive way.”

If you would like more information on the annual 
Diocesan Girls’ Camp, please contact

the Parish Office at 320-269-5954.

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org



